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CONTEXTUALISATION

Nine pedagogical workshops in design courses at Portuguese universities

Infographics, reels, data comics and memes

Exploratory Project Sci-Bi
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PROBLEM DEFINITION

The exponential rise of social media use has potentiated 
a range of phenomena such as fake news or pseudo-science 

The recent pandemic and corresponding public policies potentiated 
the proliferation of a range of misinformation
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HYPOTHESIS

The primary hypothesis is that integrating design principles 
with scientific knowledge can enhance clarity and engagement.



EXPLORATORY WORKSHOPS

Communication design students can play a vital role in translating and visualizing 
scientific information in a clear, accessible, and engaging manner.



HUMOUR

Memes, being a popular form of internet humour, offer a visually engaging 
and concise way to convey complex scientific concepts.



MEMES 

Encapsulating scientific ideas within a simple, humourous framework.



FROM RESEARCH TO DESIGN PEDAGOGY

The classroom is highlighted as an ideal setting to observe emerging 
communication dynamics among younger generations.



JUST BETWEEN MEME AND YOU

Six Themes: 
Meme pandemic advice, Meme scientific jargon, Meme did you know?, 
Unexpected Memes, Meme Before, During, and After and Biomeme.



LUSÓFONA UNIVERSITY

Anecdotes from everyday life
Inconsistent health policies
Allusions to the length of time of the lockdown 
Life before and during the pandemic 
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SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA

Pandemic advice
Scientific Jargon
Did you know?: an interesting or surprising fact about the pandemic
Before, During and After
My Bioreel: a personal episode
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FACULTY OF HUMANITIES, UNIVERSITY OF PORTO

Facilitate the production of infographics based on conspiracy theories 
surrounding Covid-19.



LUISA FERNANDES & SOFIA PINTO
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA 



MARIANA MARQUES & RODRIGO CATERING
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA 



SARA CASTILLO // SCHOOL OF ARTS AND DESIGN CALDAS DA RAINHA 



PATRÍCIA RAMOS // FACULTY OF HUMANITIES, UNIVERSITY OF PORTO 



WORKSHOP OBSERVATIONS

• Lack of enthusiasm when it comes to retaining information related 
to COVID

• Prioritize a comprehensive understanding of overall health instead 
of focusing on COVID

• Students have developed the ability to assess and distinguish reliable sources of 
scientific information



WORKSHOP OBSERVATIONS

• Heightened awareness of personal hygiene practices
• Shift in students' attitudes towards public health
• Collaborative learning play a significant role in enhancing students' understanding of 

health-related topics



WORKSHOP OBSERVATIONS

• Greater appreciation for the interconnectedness of global health issues
• The integration of technology and online platforms has facilitated the dissemination of 

accurate health information
• Students express a desire for more practical and hands-on activities related to health



EXHIBITIONS 4 + 1

Memes, reels, and infographics are being showcased in public exhibitions



Exhibition 1
Y U NO TRUST SCIENCE???: engaging with post-digital audiences 
on the subject of reliable scientific knowledge.

International Visual Methods Conference
Transition: Preparing for the Next Generation
IVMC8: Sapienza University, Rome 29-31 May 2023





Exhibition 2
UPTEC ASPRELA
21st December 2023 – 4th January 2024



Exhibition 3
MAUS HÁBITOS
7th – 31st March 2024



Exhibition 4
UPTEC BAIXA
22nd April – 3rd May 2024



Exhibition 5:4 July- September 2024
i3S - Instituto de Investigação e Inovação em Saúde



Thank you!
Susana Barreto . Heitor Alvelos . Cláudia Lima · José Carneiro . Pedro Alves da Veiga. Eliana Penedos-Santiago
Marta Fernandes · Nuno Martins . Júlio Dolbeth

This work is financed by national funds through the FCT – Fundação para a Ciência 
e a Tecnologia, I.P., under the scope of the project 2022.08322.PTDC. 

2022.08322.PTDC


