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THE IMPACT OF THE ATLANTIC CROSSING ONTHE
DISSEMINATION OF PORTUGUESE ARCHITECTURE

1976-1988

SILVA, Cristina Emilia

Centro de Estudos de Arquitetura e Urbanismo, Faculdade de Arquitetura da

Universidade do Porto

This communication presents an opportunity
to reflect on the dissemination of Portuguese
architecture in the period between 1976 and
1988.This dissemination was characterised by
a centre/periphery dichotomy; therefore, an
analysis from the Atlantic Ocean may provide
new insights. Petra Ceferin’s concept of the
architectural epicentre is exegetical with regard
to the dissemination process and has the added
quality of liberating complexes in relation to a
hegemonic centre.

From a transatlantic perspective, it is possi-
ble to add a new dimension to the construction
of the arguments used to publicise Portuguese
architecture.

Our work covers all events that have taken
place in the Americas. Priority is given to those
that have a documentary translation, such as
publications in books and journals, exhibitions,
conferences, congresses and award ceremo-
nies, to the detriment of others, such as tea-
ching activities, because their information is
generally sparse, although they are referred to
whenever references can be found. This comes
close to Avermaete and Nuijsink’s concept of a
contact zone.

In this communication, the protagonists of
the events are particularly important, as they
allow us to trace the routes and understand the
intentions and theories behind them. Unders-
tanding them as cultural mediators, as defined
by Bovone, Urry, Lash and Madeira, highli-
ghts their ambivalent position between the
authoritarian potential of globalisation and its
emancipatory potential, since their mediation
goes beyond the institutions that manipulate
the masses, placing their actions at the centre
of the colloquium’s discussion. Cultural media-
tors who crossed the Atlantic between 1976
and 1988, such as Nuno Portas, Hestnes Fer-
reira, Duarte Cabral de Mello, José Paulo dos
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Santos, TomasTaveira, Carlos Duarte, Manuel
Graca Dias, Wilfried Wang, PeterTesta, Ken-
neth Frampton, David Morton, Emiro Mora and
Peter Rowe, will be called upon for this commu-
nication.

The fact that cultural intermediaries are
often ‘makers’ of architecture serves to exem-
plify the notion of transculturation as proposed
by Figueiredo. Furthermore, the intermediaries
and events that occurred prior to 1976 will be
addressed, specifically those that took place on
the other side of the Atlantic and were dedica-
ted to Portuguese architecture. These events
allow us to gain insight into the previous trans-
culturation phenomenon. Transculturation,
which contextualises and partly justifies the
dissemination observed during this period.

Therefore, an analysis from a transatlantic
perspective enables an understanding of the
influence of geography on the formation of
pre-canonical interpretations and the filtering
process involved in the sedimentation of cano-
nical interpretations, which integrates Portu-
guese architecture into architectural currents in
accordance with Bonta’s concepts. The term ‘on
the margins’ will be emphasised, and the tran-
satlantic currents to which Portuguese architec-
ture contributed will be identified.

TRACES OF SPANISH ARCHITECTURE INTHE ACADEMIC
JOURNALS OF CHILE ATTHE BEGINNING OFTHE 21ST

CENTURY (2000-2005)

SOLER MONTELLANO, Agatangelo

EscuelaTécnica Superior de Arquitectura, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid

TORRENT, Horacio

Escuela de Arquitectura, Pontificia Universidad Catélica de Chile

GONZALEZ ROJAS, Adrian

EscuelaTécnica Superior de Arquitectura, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid

This communication presents the research,
currently underway, on the presence of Spa-
nish architecture in Chilean publications in the
early years of the 21st century. The five-year
period between 2000 and 2005 was particu-
larly noteworthy, with the coincidence of two
periods of prosperity for the architecture of
both countries.

On the Spanish side of the Atlantic, the
effects of the laws liberalizing land and pro-
fessional services proclaimed under the first
conservative government of democracy were
beginning to appear. While the economy was
happily riding on the back of the construction
industry, in what would later be known as the
bubble that led to the deep economic crisis of
2008, Spanish architecture was widely dissemi-
nated in magazines and exhibitions, and Spa-
nish architects were beginning to gain prestige
and international work.

In Chile, on the other hand, the economic
development that took place with the restora-
tion of democracy in 1990 continued, as well as
its strengthening within the region, in a period
prior to the crisis of 2008, and the ravages of
the terrible earthquake suffered in 2010. During
that five-year period, and before the internatio-
nal crisis began to loom on the horizon, Chilean
universities and associations reinforced their
prestige as centres of architectural activity
thanks to magazines, conferences, exhibitions
and awards that wove professional and acade-
mic networks between the two countries.

Within a broader research project, this work
focuses specifically on how Spanish architec-
ture of the period was treated in Chilean acade-
mic journals, in particular in three of them that
appear in catalogues and indexes of proven

quality: ARQ, a journal of the Pontifical Catho-
lic University of Chile, founded in 1980 with

an international vocation, and directed at that
time by Montserrat Palmer, a Chilean architect
of Catalan origin; the Revista de Arquitectura,
of the University of Chile, founded in 1990 and
more focused on the Latin American sphere;
and Arquitecturas del Sur, a journal of the Uni-
versity of Biobio, which paid attention to design
but also to heritage conservation. The work pro-
poses to problematize the presence of Spanish
architecture and its actors in these periodical
publications, each with its editorial biases.

This research is part of the project funded by
the Ministry of Science and Innovation of the
Government of Spain, entitled ‘Retranslates:
Connections of Spanish architecture with the
Americas: academia, profession and dissemi-
nation (1976-2006)". This project aims to broadly
analyse the international networks in which
Spanish architecture participated in the Ameri-
cas in the period from 1976 to 2006.
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