Utopia(s) — Worlds and
Frontiers of the Imaginary phi

Chief-Editors:
Maria do Rosdrio Monteiro
Mario S. Ming Kong

Co-Editor:
Maria Jodo Pereira Neto

CRC Press

Taylor &Francis Group
A BALKEMA BOOK



CRC Press/Balkema is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2017 Taylor & Francis Group, London, UK

Typeset by V Publishing Solutions Pvt Ltd., Chennai, India
Printed and bound in Great Britain by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY

All rights reserved. No part of this publication or the information contained herein may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
by photocopying, recording or otherwise, without written prior permission from the publisher.

Although all care is taken to ensure integrity and the quality of this publication and the information
herein, no responsibility is assumed by the publishers nor the author for any damage to the property or
persons as a result of operation or use of this publication and/or the information contained herein.

Published by: CRC Press/Balkema
P.O. Box 11320, 2301 EH Leiden, The Netherlands
e-mail: Pub.NL@taylorandfrancis.com
www.crcpress.com — www.taylorandfrancis.com

ISBN: 978-1-138-19748-0 (Hbk + CD-Rom)
ISBN: 978-1-315-26532-2 (eBook PDF)



Table of contents

Editorial foreword

Preface
M.S. Ming Kong

Introduction
M.R. Monteiro

PART 1 Utopia(s) — Worlds and Frontiers of the Imaginary

Utopia: A world to be, through denegation and affirmation of collective consciousness
A. A. do Nascimento

The four modes of thinking framed by utopian discursivity. Or why we need Utopia
F. Vieira

Miguel Real’s O Ultimo Europeu 2284, or a utopian questioning of our individual and collective freedom
A. Kalewska

PART I1  Architecture—Urbanism—Design

The utopia of paradise in architecture—gardens, countryside, and landscape in Roman
and Renaissance villas
I Pires Fernandes

Geometry of power: Ideal geometrical shapes in military Renaissance architecture
of Ducato di Urbino and Venice Republic 1478-1593
P. Bortot

Harmony as a tangible utopia
J L. Morgado

The perfect dwelling is any place in the heavens: Platonism, mathematics and music: On Kepler’s
thoughts and the theory of architecture in the Renaissance
C.G. Gongalves

Architecture and built utopia. Icons and symbols in the rural landscape of J.N. Ledoux
D. Chizzoniti, L. Cattani, M. Moscatelli & L. Preis

Amplifying reality through quadratura: Contrappunto among corporeal and visual space
J. Cabeleira

The utopian moment: The language of positivism in modern architecture and urbanism
M. Wilson

Threshold and mediation devices in the domestic space approach
B. Leite

A utopia in the real city
E. Kuchpil & A. Pimentel Dos Santos

Utopia or a good place to live: Giszowiec “Garden City” in Upper Silesia
M. Zmudzinska-Nowak

iX

19

25

41

47

53

59

65

71

71

83

87

93



Table of contents

From the garden city to the red village: Howard’s utopia as the ground for mass
housing in Soviet Russia
L Seits

Utopian visions in the Portuguese city: An interpretation of Planos Gerais de Urbanizagio
J.C. Dias

Staging modernism: Case study homes and suburban subdivisions
A. Novakov

An appropriation experience of the empty space
A. Soares Haidar & D. Getlinger

“We dream of silence”: Adriano Olivetti and Luigi Cosenza in the Pozzuoli factory, Naples.

Utopia and reality in the workspace
R. Maddaluno

Radical and utopic: The mega-structuralist formalization of house and city
A. M. Feliciano & A. Santos Leite

Viennese utopia—the expression of revolutionary architectural thought
A. Serafin

Lemons into lemonade: Materializing utopian planning in Providence, Rhode Island (RI)
C. Balsas

Utopia in Terra Brasilis: Lina Bo Bardi’s design for an ideal future
M.D.A. Nascimento & E. de Almeida

Small utopias. Influence of social factors on spatial development of ecological
settlement structures
A. Szewczenko

Acrchitectural imprints and performing the imaginary
V. Zugié

From Rotor to utopia? On Rotor, Fourier and the relation between architecture and utopia
F. Deotto & M. Garcia

Postmodern questions about Progetto e utopia
J. Nunes

House of utopia: An interface for creativity
J. Silveira Dias
Part IIT  Arts

Considerations on colour techniques in Italian Renaissance painting
M.J. Durdo

Colour harmony: The ideality of pleasurableness
S. Akbay Yenigiil & M.J. Durio

Colors with imagined memories
D. Lougdo

Restoration of historic monuments as utopia: The bell tower(s) of Santa
Maria de Belém church
V. Mariz

Worlds and real and imaginary borders: Mediation stages or creation as a will to shine
A. Santos Guerreiro

Expressionist utopia and dystopia (architecture, literature, film)
H. Grzeszczuk-Brende

Nothing but something else. Displaying social dystopia
M. Germano Marques

vi

99

105

111

115

121

129

135

141

151

157

163

167

171

179

187

193

199

203

209

213

219



Table of contents

Notes on the drawing [sketch] as the architect’s imaginary
A.R. Ortega & S. Weihermann

Sources and references in the utopian work of Bartolomeu Cid dos Santos
A. Canau

Contemporary utopias in art and architecture: Searching for spiritual significance in
the work of John Pawson and Anselm Kiefer
S.F. Dias

The ambiguity of micro-utopias
G. Horvath

Tirana: Colour and art on the way to utopia
V. Conte

Part IV Humanities

The ideal city for Leonardo Bruni: An analysis of Laudatio florentinae urbis
F. Magalhdes Pinto

Creating settings: Thomas More and the imagination of places
N. Crocoll

Translating the “figures of sound” of More’s Utopia (book I) into Brazilian Portuguese
A.C. Romano Ribeiro

Sir Thomas More’s Utopia—glimpses of a presence in 16th century
Portuguese chroniclers
A. Paula Avelar

Gil Vicente and Thomas More’s construction of a perfect community: “Fragua d’Amor”
in the imagination of a new world
M.L.G da Cruz

Gregorio Lopez: An alter(-)native image from a 16th century globalising world
L.F A. Nunes

The City of the Sun: The specular reverse of the counter-reformation
C.E. Berriel

The feast of the family and the fragmentary aspect of the representation of socio-political
structures in Bacon’s New Atlantis
H. Moraes

Utopia in early modern Portugal and Spain: The censorship of a nest of vipers
H. Baudry

The utopia of a healthy land: Leprosy reports in Portuguese colonial America
A.C. de Carvalho Viotti

A project of an ideal agriculture for Brazil in the 18th century
M. da Silveira Pereira

Anténio Feliciano de Castilho: Towards an agricultural utopia
C. Barreira

Utopia and dystopia in Jorge Barbosa
H. da Luz

Thomas More and Fernando Pessoa: The aesthetics of utopia in The book of disquiet
C. Souza

Architectures of madness: Lovecraft’s R’lyeh as modernist dystopia
J. Palinhos

Hermann Hesse’s Das Glasperlenspiel: At the frontier of a modern utopia
E. Ribeiro

vii

225

229

235

241

247

253

259

263

269

275

281

287

293

299

305

311

315

317

321

325

329



Table of contents

Tlon: Journey to a utopian civilisation
A. Romanos

Thinking against utopia: A comparison between Thomas More and Emil Cioran
P. Vanini

Island societies and architectural imagination: From Deleuze’s desert island to Plato’s Atlantis
and More’s Utopia
A. Myserli

Eros and the struggle for reason: Our mind as the vehicle of the Universal Mind’s
enfolding meaning
M. Saridaki

Utopia seen through the symbolic and through anthropotechnics
J.C. Vasconcelos E Sa

The utopian pact or there is no alternative
S. Wrébel

Carta del Carnaro—between utopia and politics
D. Spinelli

Sensate utopia—experiencing unreachable in the state spectacle of socialist Yugoslavia
J. Mitrovié & V. Perié

Retaining and re-creating identity among Polish migrants in the United Kingdom
R. Seredynska-Abou Eid

Exploring the realms of utopia: Science fiction and adventure in A4 red sun also rises and The giver
I. Ramos

In the Cyborg city: Utopias of connectivity, fictions of erasure
T Botelho

Committees

Peer review
Conference report
Sponsors

Author index

viii

335

341

347

351

357

363

369

375

381

387

393

399

411

413

415
417



Utopian visions in the Portuguese city: An interpretation of Planos
Gerais de Urbanizagio

José Cabral Dias
Faculty of Architecture, University of Porto, Porto, Portugal

ABSTRACT: One can have many approaches to utopia. While focusing on ideas aimed at transform-
ing a particular context into a non-achievable reality, we are also referring to utopia. Within the context
of dictatorship (28th of May 1926-25th of April, 1974), the Portuguese city, which was planned through
Planos Gerais de Urbanizagdo (General Urbanization Plans), was also a realm of utopia. This paper will
have a non-conventional approach to those plans. It is expressed by a break with the former context.
Aspiring to a new urban reality, which was focused on modernity, the town planners intended to break
up with tradition. Accordingly, the car should be seen as a contribution for shaping urban space through
innovative principles. Demolitions and new areas of expansion would be the most visible face of it, among
a wide range of features for transforming the pre-existent context. However, even taking into account the
inadequacy of Portuguese city to its own time, the Government was in opposition with complete ruptures.
Instead, the adequacy to financial resources was in the centre of its concerns. In other words, the reality
was Government’s work scope in contrast to non-achievable goals. The architects, on the contrary, set
their own goals well beyond reality.

Keywords:  Portuguese city, Planos Gerais de Urbanizagio, Utopia, Estado, 20th century urban concepts

1 INTRODUCTION. MOVING ON TO A the Portuguese reality. Portugal was then a country
NEW REALITY facing deep problems affecting almost all its infra-
structures and urban equipment. It is important to

The concept of utopia can be used to define a  notice that the Minister of Public Works, Duarte
dream that is either yet to be materialized or dif-  Pacheco soon intended to modernize Portugal®
ficult to achieve. It can also be used to refer either by building new roads and sea ports, developing
to a fantasy, or a strong desire, or even to a place  energy production and its distribution as well as
or an unattainable idea. This will be the scope of  agricultural hydraulics, and by improving hospi-
this article. It will be framed by the Estado Novo  tal facilities, building school and university build-
City' in the way the town planners/architects faced  ings, law courts, city halls, and post and telegraph
it. In other words, the scope of this paper will be  offices. In the urban context, which is the scope of
framed by the city planned through Planos Gerais  this paper, many of such measures converged, in
de Urbanizagdo [General Urbanization Plans).2 1938, for the definition of both the programa de
Such city was conceived as an impossible place,  melhoramentos urbanos [urban improvements pro-
considering the country that Portugal was at that  gram)], and the programa de melhoramentos de édguas
time. The approach to this idea, considering the e saneamento [water improvements and sanitation
Governmental perspective, shows that the Dicta-  program] (Costa 2012: 101, 109-113, 141).5 In other
torship intended to build a completely new urban  words, it is possible to confirm that Planos Gerais de
world upon an unrealistic range of settlements,  Urbanizagdo took part in a wider program to trans-
from the north to the south, and from the smallest  form profoundly the country and its urban world.
to the biggest ones. Over more than 400 urban set-  Actually, this program was defined also under the
tlements with more than 2500 inhabitants should be ~ dependence of the Minister Duarte Pacheco. In the
the subject of a new plan, including all the places  one hand, the city councils faced the obligation to
with either touristic, leisure, climatic, spiritual, his-  submit each plan to the ministerial administrative
toric, or artistic relevance.> Moreover, this purpose  services through a very slow and bureaucratic proc-
should be achieved in solely three years after the ess in order to obtain their approval (Lébo 1995a:
approval of the Decree-Law n° 24802, which took  46). On the other hand, the Minister on his own
place in 1934. These figures are surprising within  previously defined the group of town planners that

105




The iden of Utopia springs from a natural desire of transformation, of evolution pertaining to humankind
and, therefore, one can find expressions of “utopian” desire in every cvilization. Having to do explicitly
with human condition, Utopia accompanies closely cultural evolution, almost as a symbiotic organism.
Maintaining its roots deeply attached to ancient myths, utopian expression followad, and sometimes
preceded cultural transformation.

Through the next almost five hundred pages {virtually one for each year since Utopia was published)
researchers in the fields of Architecture and Urbanism, Arts and Humanities present the results of their
studies within the different areas of expertise under the umbrella of Utopia. Past, present, and future
come together in one hook. They do not offer the readers any golden key. Many questions will remain
unanswered, as they should.

The texts presented in Proportion Harmonies and Identities - UTOPIA(S) — WORLDS AND FRONTIERS OF
THE IMAGINARY were compiled with the intent to establish a plotform for the presentation, inferaction
and dissemination of research. It aims also to foster the.awareness and discussion on the fopics of Harmony
and Proportion with a focus on different utopian visions and readings relevont to the arts, sciences and
humanities and their importance and benefits for the community at lorge.
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