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Abstract: Drought and wetness events have become common due to global warming, warranting
the need for continuous analysis and monitoring of drought and wet events to safeguard people’s
livelihoods. In this study, the Standardized Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index (SPEI) was utilized
to analyze the spatiotemporal characteristics of drought and wetness events in the coastal Savannah
agroecological zone from 1981 to 2021. Climate data from 14 locations across the zone were used to
characterize drought and wetness events at the 3 and 12 month timescales. Except for September
1995 and November 2002, when changepoints occurred, the results revealed the homogeneous nature
of temperature and rainfall in the zone. More drought events were observed in the dry and minor
seasons, while the wet season had more wetness events under both the SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales.
The results also showed that, while moderate-to-severe drought events were common for most years,
extreme drought events were more typical in the 1980s and 1990s than in the 2000s under both the
SPEI-3 and SPEI-12. Furthermore, the 2000s saw more moderate-to-severe wetness events than the
1980s and 1990s, while the greatest number of extreme wetness events occurred in 1987, followed by
1997 and 2021 under the SPEI-3, and a few moderate-to-extreme wetness events occurred in 1987,
1991, 1997-1998, 2012-2013, 2018, and 2020-2021 under the SPEI-12. Under the SPEI-12, only extreme
drought events showed a significant positive trend with a small magnitude of change. On the spatial
scale, drought and wetness events occurred more frequently in the Central and Volta regions than in
the Greater Accra region; however, the intensity and duration of the events were stronger and lasted
longer in the Greater Accra and Central regions than in the Volta region. The regular monitoring of
drought and wetness events is required to protect the livelihoods of people in the zone.

Keywords: drought; wetness events; SPEI; spatial variation; drought frequency; drought inten-
sity; Ghana

1. Introduction

Drought continues to be one of the greatest natural disasters facing humanity [1]
and has become more frequent in recent times due to global warming [2—4]. As a natural
hazard, drought poses threats to agricultural, social, economic, and environmental systems,
negatively affecting the livelihood opportunities of many people [5-8]. Ashas been reported
by the International Disaster Database (EM-DAT), 432 natural disasters were recorded in
the year 2021, including drought, which affected 101.8 million people with 10,492 deaths
and economic damage worth 252 billion United State dollars [9]. In the West African region,
the number of significant disasters that occurred from 2000 to 2010 (1975-2011) included
flooding (133 (196)), drought (15 (59)), extreme temperatures (1 (3)), earthquakes (0 (1)),
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mass movements of moisture (4 (3)), storms (12 (6)), volcanoes (0 (1)), wildfires (1 (5)), and
dry landslides (0 (1)) [10].

Indeed, drought is intricate and considered one of the least-understood natural disas-
ters [11]. There are spatial and temporal variations in the frequency, duration, and intensity
of drought, as an extreme event [12]. These spatial and temporal variations in drought
have given room for various definitions, making it difficult to derive a definite universal
definition [12]. Kogan [13] highlighted the need for the identification and incorporation of
area variations, such as physiological features, prevailing climatic conditions, economic
development, and their effects on livelihoods, when defining and characterizing drought.
Nonetheless, drought is inadequately defined and characterized at present, particularly in
data-scarce areas, casting doubt on the relevance and appropriateness of relevant drought
execution plans [12,14,15]. Drought occurs as a result of negative water imbalances caused
by a prolonged lack of precipitation or excess evapotranspiration over a prolonged pe-
riod [16,17]. Based on the above definition, four distinct types of drought can be recognized,
namely, meteorological, agricultural, hydrological, and socio-economic [17-20]. Previous
research studies, such as [6,7,12,19,21,22], have defined and explained the various types of
droughts. Mishra and Singh [19] advocated for the addition of groundwater drought as a
fifth type of drought. Meteorological drought, which is seen as an extreme climate event,
plays a significant role in the other types of droughts [23,24].

Considering the intricate and challenging nature of drought characterization [25],
there has been increasing interest in the development of appropriate drought indices
for drought monitoring, assessment, and the creation of early warning systems [12,26].
As emphasized by Quiring and Ganesh [27], most of these indices use meteorological
variables such as variations in precipitation. Such indices include the Drought Severity
Index (PDSI) [21], the Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) [16], and the Standardized
Precipitation Evapotranspiration Index (SPEI) [15], among others. These drought indices
have been used in numerous research studies [1,15,28-38]. Of course, numerous drought
indices exist, as underlined by Liu et al. [39]. Heim et al. [12] classified the numerous
drought indices into site-based and remote sensing-based ones. The remote sensing-based
drought indices include those such as the Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) proposed by
Kogan [13] and the Normalized Difference Water Index (NDWI) by Gao [40], among others.
It should be noted that all of these indices have certain strengths and weaknesses.

In the context of global warming, the incidence of extreme events such as droughts
and floods is projected to increase in many regions around the world [41]. Thus, significant
efforts have been given towards understanding drought dynamics and related impacts, in
the quest to develop mitigation measures [41-43]. Notwithstanding these efforts, drought
evolution, duration, frequency, and intensity remain a challenge and are not well-realized,
due to their intricacies in comparison to other natural disasters [44,45]. Many research
studies have been carried out on droughts in many parts of the world in the context of
global warming [41,42,46], as scientists wish to understand all the details; for example, in
Africa [47-49], Asia [50-52], Australia [53-55], Europe [6,56,57], North America [2,58,59],
and South America [60-62]. There has also been drought research at the global level (see,
e.g., [42,46,63-65]).

Drought is an intrinsic attribute of the West African climate and is recognized as one
of the major causes of associated economic difficulties, migration, and mortality [66]. For
instance, the extreme drought events in the West African regions in the 1970s and 1980s
caused water shortages for both social and agricultural use [66]. This caused famine, which
led to the deaths of between 100,000 and 250,000 people, and about 3.5 million livestock
worth $400 million perished [67]. In Ghana, the incidence of extreme drought caused a
series of bush fires that led to the loss of properties, human lives, and farmlands [68].

Extreme events such as droughts and floods have increased in Ghana in recent decades,
making the country vulnerable [69,70]. Many research studies have been performed to
analyze drought in Ghana. For instance, Kasei et al. [71] utilized the SPI to investigate
the temporal characteristics of meteorological drought in the Volta basin, in order to
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provide support for water resource management. Similarly, Ndehedehe et al. [72] used
the SPI, Standardized Runoff Index (SRI), and Standardized Soil moisture Index (SSI) to
analyze the spatiotemporal patterns of drought in the Volta river basin for hydrological
monitoring. Likewise, Nyatuame and Adodzo [73] employed the SPI to characterize the
magnitude, duration, frequency, commencement, and termination of drought and flood
in the Tordzie watershed, and they highlighted the possible effects on agriculture and
management of water resources. Additionally, Oguntunde et al. [74] utilized the SPI, SPEI,
and the Standardized Runoff Index (SRI) to examine drought characteristics in the Volta
river basin, and they underlined the impacts on agriculture, water resources, and energy
supply. Dovie and Kasei [75] also employed the SPI to highlight the increased drought and
flood influence on groundwater recharge and irrigation in the White Volta river basin. In
addition, Akurugu et al. [76] studied the groundwater resources in the Densu river basin
in south-western coastal Ghana, and they concluded that the basin’s recharge rate is at
risk of decreasing due to the impacts of climate change and urbanization. Furthermore,
Nasirudeen et al. [77] used the SPI and Reconnaissance Drought Index (RDI) to analyze
drought patterns in the Tano river basin and found that drought had a negative impact on
agricultural production and water supply along the river. Addi et al. [78] used the SPI to
study large-scale droughts along the coast of Ghana, in order to obtain better information
for early warming and disaster risk management.

The research studies mentioned above were predominantly concentrated in the Volta
river basin and the Savannah agroecological zone, with few conducted in equally important
locations, such as the coastal areas. Addi et al. [78] attempted to investigate meteorological
drought in coastal Ghana; however, they made no attempt to analyze the spatial variations
and the incidence of drought and wetness events. Furthermore, most of the studies did not
attempt to characterize the frequency, duration, and intensity of the drought and wet events.
A detailed drought and wetness event analysis in coastal Ghana is crucial for recognizing
and comprehending the complexities associated with these events during the current phase
of global warming, which remains challenging.

In this study, we employed the widely applied SPEI [15] to analyze the spatiotemporal
characteristics of drought and wetness events based on frequency, duration, and intensity in
the coastal Savannah agroecological zone in Ghana in 1981-2021. In addition, we performed
a homogeneity test on the temperature and rainfall time-series data and analyzed the
monthly variations in drought and wetness events in the zone, as well as the temporal
evolution and trends in drought and wetness events in the zone. The findings of the present
study provide important insights regarding the analysis of drought and wetness events,
which can support the decision-making process of smallholder farmers and water resource
managers in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Area

Ghana is in West Africa, with a latitude of 4°44’ N to 11°11’ N and a longitude of
3°11" W to 1°11’ E [79]. Ghana has a tropical climate, with both dry and wet seasons,
which is strongly influenced by the West African Monsoon (WAM) and the Intertropical
Discontinuity (ITD) [78]. Ghana is divided into six major agroecological zones, based on
climate, vegetation, and soil, as follows: Coastal Savannah, Rain Forest, Deciduous Forest,
Transition Zone, Guinea Savannah, and Sudan Savannah [79].

This study focuses on the coastal Savannah agroecological zone (Figure 1). The
elevation of the coastal Savannah agroecological zone ranges from the lowest point of
—3.8 m on the coast to the highest point of 641.2 m inland (Figure 1a). This zone is the
driest in the country [80,81], with a maximum and minimum mean annual temperature of
27.9 °C and 26.6 °C, respectively (Figure 1b). Despite having a bimodal rainfall regime, it is
the zone that receives the lowest rainfall [82,83]. The average annual rainfall ranges from a
low of 978.4 mm to a high of 1339.9 mm (Figure 1c). The major rainfall season in the zone
begins from April to July, and the minor season occurs from September to early November,
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while the dry season commences from late November to March [84]. Major towns in this
zone (Figure 1a) include Elmina, Cape Coast, Moree, Saltpond, Apam, Winneba, Bortianor,
Accra, Tema, Prampram, Ada Foah, Anloga, Keta, and Denu. The zone’s primary economic
activities include fishing, agriculture, and trading [78].
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Figure 1. Map showing the location of the coastal Savannah agroecological zone, elevation, major
towns, and measurement stations (a); average annual rainfall (from 1981 to 2021) (b); mean annual
temperature (from 1981 to 2021) (c).
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2.2. Data Sources and Quality Control

Monthly climatological data for 14 locations (Figure 1b) from 1981 to 2021 were
obtained, in order to characterize drought and wet events in the Coastal Savannah agroe-
cological zone. The data utilized included monthly rainfall and maximum and mini-
mum temperatures acquired from the Ghana Meteorological Agency (GMet) and the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration/Prediction of Worldwide Energy Resources
(NASA/POWER) [85]. From GMet, we obtained data for eleven synoptic stations—Elmina,
Cape Coast, Saltpond, Apam, Winneba, Accra, Tema, Ada Foah, Anloga, Keta, and Denu—
whereas those for Moree, Bortianor, and Prampram were acquired from NASA /POWER.

GMet is the representative agency for climatological data provision in Ghana, while
NASA /POWER is a satellite-based data set that provides global weather and agroclimatol-
ogy data at 1° latitude and longitude resolution [86]. NASA /POWER satellite data have
been widely utilized [86-88] and are considered suitable and dependable, especially for
filling data gaps in data-scarce regions such as developing countries [86].

The R-Instat (version 0.70) software [89] was used to check for missing gaps in the
rainfall and temperature data sets from the eleven synoptic stations. Here, the missing
gaps in each data set were less than 2%. Following the advice of Monteiro et al. [86], the
NASA /POWER satellite data were used to fill in these gaps.

2.3. Methods
2.3.1. Homogeneity Tests of the Observed Temperature and Rainfall Time-Series Data

In this study, we performed three homogeneity tests to detect shifts or breaks (inhomo-
geneities) in the observed monthly temperature and rainfall time-series data. These tests
included the Pettitt test [90], the Buishand range test [91], and the Standard Normal Homo-
geneity Test (SNHT) [92]. These tests are highly recommended for detecting homogeneity
in a given time-series data set [93,94]. The tests can recognize shifts in the time-series
to detect changepoints and their corresponding years of change [94]. Furthermore, the
Pettitt test and the Buishand range test can identify changepoints in the middle of the
time-series, while the beginning and end of the time-series were the cases assessed by the
SNHT [93,94]. The Pettitt test is a non-parametric test and does not require the assumption
of a normally distributed time-series; the opposite is true for the Buishand range test and
the SNHT [93-95].

Criteria for Homogeneity Analysis

In this study, we used the method of Winingaard et al. [93] to detect changepoints in
climate variables. A series is said to be homogeneous (HG) if the calculated p-value of all
three tests is greater than the significance level alpha of 0.05. If the estimated p-value of at
least two of the three tests is less than the significance level alpha of 0.05 and at least two of
the three tests have the same year of change, there is considered to be a changepoint (CP) in
the series. In addition, if each of the three tests identifies a changepoint in different years,
the series is considered uncertain (U). This method was successfully utilized in the earlier
studies of Yildirim and Rahman [94] and Jaiswal et al. [95].

2.3.2. Computation of SPEI

As described earlier, the SPEI uses the climatic water balance, which is calculated
from the difference between precipitation and potential evapotranspiration (PET) [15].
The SPEI, thus, has the capability to portray the variations in drought and wet conditions
through changes in water supply and demand [47]. The SPEI was computed using the
SPEI package in R. A detailed computation procedure for the SPEI has been provided by
Vincente-Serrano et al. [15], as follows:

D; = P, — PET;, (1)
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where D; is the moisture deficit in millimeters for month i, P; denotes the precipitation in
millimeters for month 7, and PET; denotes the potential evapotranspiration in millimeters
for month i. The Hargreaves method [96] was used to compute the PET, considering the
usage of only maximum and minimum temperatures [97].

The estimated D; values were summarized at different timescales. The difference fo j
between a particular month j and year i was determined according to the selected timescale
k. As indicated in the study of Vincente-Serrano et al. [15], the accumulated difference, for
example, for one month in a given year i with a 12 month timescale, is estimated as follows:

12 j
Xlk] = Z Di 1+ Z D;;, if j < kand @)
1=13—k+j =1
k J e
Xij= ), Dy ifj>k G)

I=j—k+1

where D;; is the P—PET difference in the first month of year i, in millimeters.
The probability density function of a three-parameter log-logistic distribution was
employed to normalize the D series, in order to obtain the SPEI, as shown below:

f(x):ﬁ<x'y>ﬁ—1 1+<xlx'y)ﬁ]2, w

a\ o
where «, B, and 7y denote the scale, shape, and origin, correspondingly, for D values in the
range (y > D < o).

Based on the log-logistic distribution, the probability distribution function of the D

series is given by
/5 71
«
1+ (x — 7) ] . 5)

The computation of the SPEI is obtained through the standardized values of F(x) as
follows:

F(x) =

Co+ CiW 4+ CoW
1+dW+ d2W2 + d3W3’

W=\/-2In(p), )

Cog =2.5155, C; =0.8028, C, = 0.0203, dq = 1.4327, d» = 0.1892, and d3 = 0.0013. When
p <05 W=,/-2In(p); whenp>05W=,/—2In(1—p).

As the SPEI is based on the SPI, negative and positive values indicate drought and
wetness, respectively [98]. Based on this, we followed the classification of SPEI by Alley [14].
Here, the SPEI value indicates either extreme (SPEI < —2.00), severe (—1.50 to —1.99),
moderate (—1.00 to —1.49), or mild (—0.00 to —0.99) drought; likewise, it also can denote
extreme (SPEI > +2.00), severe (+1.50 to +1.99), moderate (+1.00 to +1.49), or mild (+0.00 to
+0.99) wetness. The frequency, duration, and intensity of drought and wetness events are
characterized based on these SPEI values.

SPEI =W — (6)

where

2.3.3. Computation of Drought/Wetness Characteristics

To compute the drought and wetness characteristics in the coastal Savannah agroe-
cological zone of Ghana, thresholds of SPEI < —1.00 and >+1.00 were used to capture
drought and wetness events, respectively. We must emphasize that these events were
also taken in terms of months. The recent studies of Ayugi et al. [47] on the evaluation of
meteorological drought and flood scenarios over Kenya, East Africa, and that of Polong
et al. [99] on the temporal and spatial evolution of the SPEI in the Tana River Basin, Kenya,
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have employed similar thresholds. We adapted the definition of Ayugi et al. [47] to compute
the frequency, duration, severity, and intensity of drought and wetness events.

Frequency indicates the number of occurrences of drought and wetness events in a
given period, and is expressed as the ratio of the number of drought incidences in a month
to the total number of months over the given period, calculated as follows:

ng o
F= Ne x 100%, ®)
where F is the frequency of occurrence of a drought/wetness event/month, n; indicates
the number of drought (SPEI < —1.00) and wetness (SPEI > +1.00) events, and Ny denotes
the total number of months in the study period.

Duration (D) indicates the length of time (i.e., number of months) from the beginning
to the end of drought or wetness events [6]. It is the sum of all drought and wetness event
durations divided by the number of drought and wetness events [34], as expressed below,
and is achieved by adding all the drought and wetness event periods and dividing by
the number of droughts (in the case of drought events), and the same is done for wetness

events.
n

i=11!
- ©)
Here, D denotes the duration of drought/wetness events, # is the upper limit of the
of drought/wetness duration events/months, i is the sum of drought/wetness duration
events/months, and Ks is the number of drought/wetness events/months.
Severity (S) indicates the aggregate sum of the SPEI values, based on the duration
amount, as expressed below:

D =

D
S =) SPEI, (10)
i=1
where D is the duration, i is the month, and denotes the SPEIi value in month i.
The intensity (I) reveals the severity of a drought or wetness event over the duration
of the drought or wetness event, and is computed by dividing severity in Equation (10) by
the duration in Equation (9), as follows:

1= (11)

S

D
2.3.4. Trend Analysis

Mann-Kendall Test and Theil-Sen Slope Estimator

To analyze temporal trends in drought and wet events, the Mann—-Kendall [100,101]
(MK) test was conducted. The MK is a non-parametric test that compares the presence of
a trend in a time-series to the null hypothesis that there is no trend [102]. The WMO
strongly recommends the MK test when examining meteorological and hydrological
variables [102,103], and it has been widely used in environmental research for tempo-
ral trend analysis [102,104]. The significance of the trends was tested in this study at the
o = 0.05 significance level. The Sen [105] slope estimator was employed to calculate the
magnitude of the trend.

2.3.5. Spatial Interpolation

We employed the ordinary Kriging interpolation method to characterize drought and
wetness events in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana. The ordinary Kriging
method is an effective surface interpolation technique that is based on spatially dependent
variance and is normally expressed as a semivariogram [106,107]. The changes in 3 and 12
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month SPEI values were examined by adapting the linear regression analysis with ordinary
least squares and the slope trend analysis method [108], as follows:

5 I % Zi,:la X Ya —le:lalezlya
- 2
I x Z;Zl a2 — (Z;Zl a)

, (12)

where S is the slope, which shows the trend of annual 3 and 12 month SPEI data; [ is the
length of the of the time-series; y, reveals the mean value of SPEI at time i. Slopes greater
than 0 (positive) and less than 0 (negative) indicate increasing and decreasing trends in
drought and wetness events in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone, respectively.

3. Results
3.1. Changepoint Analysis

Table 1 shows the results of the changepoint analysis for temperature and rainfall
for the study locations and the entire zone. Here, we employed the Pettitt, SNHT, and
Buishand range homogeneity tests following the developed criteria (see Section 2.3.1).
Table S1 provides a summary of the statistical results of the Pettitt, SNHT, and Buishand
range homogeneity tests, and Figure S1 is a graphical depiction of the changepoints in the
study region.

The overall results of the analysis in Table 1 reveal the homogeneous nature of both
temperature and rainfall data. Notwithstanding, changepoints exist in most of the study
locations. From Table 1, rainfall is more homogenous in the region than temperature. For
instance, changepoints in temperature occurred in the years 1995, 1996, and 2002 in Accra
and Tema, while a changepoint in rainfall occurred only in 2002. Again, in 1997, 2004, 2010,
and 2012, changepoints were observed for temperature in Ada Foah, Anloga, and Keta,
whereas rainfall was homogenous throughout the period. A similar case was observed
in the locations of Cape Coast, Elmina, Moree, and Saltpond; the same is true for Apam,
Bortianor, and Winneba (Table 1). From Table 1, the overall results for the entire zone
reveal the homogeneous nature of both temperature and rainfall throughout the year for
the period under analysis, except for September 1995 and November 2002 (for temperature
and rainfall, respectively). Figure 2a,b show the changepoint occurrences in September
1995 for temperature and November 2002 for rainfall for the entire zone. Here, the results
for the entire zone were obtained by averaging the results at individual locations.

Table 1. Changepoint analysis for temperature and rainfall. Note: * HG Homogeneous, * CP Change
point, * U Uncertain.

Location Month Temperature Rainfall
Nature of Series Year of Change Nature of Series  Year of Change
Accra, Tema Jan HG — HG —
Feb HG - HG -
Mar cp 1996 HG -
Apr HG — HG —
May HG — HG —
Jun HG — HG —
Jul HG - HG -
Aug HG — HG -
Sep cp 2002 HG -
Oct cp 1995 8] -
Nov HG - cp 2002
Dec HG - HG -

Annual HG — HG —
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Table 1. Cont.

Location Month Temperature Rainfall
Nature of Series Year of Change Nature of Series  Year of Change
Ada Foah, Anloga, Keta Jan HG — HG —
Feb HG — HG —
Mar HG — HG -
Apr HG — HG —
May HG - HG -
Jun cr 2010 HG —
Jul cp 1997 HG —
Aug cp 2012 HG —
Sep cp 2004 HG —
Oct HG - HG —
Nov HG — U -
Dec HG - HG —
Annual HG HG —
Cape Coast, ElImina, Moree,
Saltpond Jan HG B HG B
Feb HG - CpP 2002
Mar cr 1996 HG —
Apr HG - HG —
May cp 1997 HG —
Jun HG — HG -
Jul HG - HG —
Aug HG — HG —
Sep cr 2002 HG —
Oct cp 1996 HG —
Nov cp 1996 U —
Dec HG — HG -
Annual CP 1997 HG —
Apam, Bortianor, Winneba Jan HG — HG —
Feb HG — HG —
Mar HG - HG -
Apr HG — HG —
May HG — HG -
Jun HG - HG —
Jul HG — HG —
Aug HG - HG -
Sep cp 2002 HG —
Oct cr 1995 U —
Nov HG — cp 1999
Dec HG - HG -
Annual HG — HG —
Prampram Jan HG — HG —
Feb HG - HG —
Mar HG — HG —
Apr HG - HG -
May HG - HG —
Jun HG — HG —
Jul HG — HG —
Aug HG — HG -
Sep cr 1995 HG —
Oct HG — HG —
Nov HG - CP 2002
Dec HG — HG —

Annual HG — HG —
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Table 1. Cont.

Location Month Temperature Rainfall
Nature of Series Year of Change Nature of Series  Year of Change
Denu Jan HG - HG —
Feb HG — HG -
Mar Ccp 1997 HG -
Apr HG — HG -
May HG - HG -
Jun HG - HG —
Jul CP 2005 HG —
Aug HG - HG -
Sep Ccp 2002 HG -
Oct U — HG —
Nov CP 1994 U —
Dec HG — HG —
Annual HG 1997 HG -
Entire zone Jan HG — HG —
Feb HG - HG -
Mar HG — HG -
Apr HG — HG —
May HG — HG -
Jun HG - HG —
Jul HG - HG -
Aug HG — HG —
Sep CP 1995 HG -
Oct HG - HG -
Nov HG — Ccp 2002
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Figure 2. Changepoints in September temperature (a) and November rainfall (b) for the coastal

Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana.

3.2. Monthly Variations in Drought and Wetness Events

Figure 3a—d show the mean monthly variations in SPEI-3 and SPE-12 drought and
wetness events over the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana from 1981 to
2021. Here, we analyzed the monthly variations in moderate, severe, and extreme drought
events (Figure 3a,b) and wetness events (Figure 3¢c,d) for SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 based on
the thresholds of <—1.00 (drought) and >+1.00 (wetness). Table 2 shows the results of
the Mann—Kendal test and Sen’s slope estimate for the monthly variations in moderate-
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to-extreme drought and wetness events under the SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales. From
Figure 3a, it can be observed that extreme drought events were more common in the
dry season (late November—March) than in the wet season (April-July) under the SPEI-3
timescale. Notwithstanding, moderate-to-severe drought events occurred throughout the
season, except for June and July, when no moderate drought events occurred. The SPEI-12
timescale (Figure 3b) revealed that extreme drought events are typical throughout the
season, except for the months of June and July, while moderate-to-severe drought events
occurred across the season.

From Figure 3c,d, it can be seen that the zone experienced moderate-to-extreme
wetness events throughout the months under the period of analysis. Notwithstanding,
moderate-to-extreme wetness events were stronger in the wet season (April-July) than in
the minor season (September—early November) and the dry season (late November—March),
under both the SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales.

The results of the Mann—Kendall test revealed a positive significant trend (alpha: 0.05,
p-value: 0.042), but a weak magnitude of change (Sen’s slope estimate: 0.000) only in
moderate drought throughout the months in the zone under the SPEI-12 (Table 2). Among
the seasons, a significant positive trend (alpha: 0.05, p-value: 0.037), but a weak magnitude
of change (Sen’s slope estimate: 0.010), only existed in the dry season for severe wetness
under the SPEI-3, with the others being non-significant (Table 2).

The incidences of drought and wetness events in the coastal savannah agroecological
zone tended to follow the seasonal patterns in temperature and rainfall in the zone. While
extreme drought event occurrences were greater in the month of January (values of —2.7
and —2.3, for SPEI-3 and SPEI-12, respectively), the corresponding extreme wetness event
incidences were greater in June (2.6 and 2.3 for SPEI-3 and SPEI-12, correspondingly) during
the wet season and in October (2.3 under both SPEI-3 and SPEI-12) for the minor season.

Table 2. Mann-Kendall trend test and Sen’s slope estimate for seasonal drought and wetness events
from 1981-2021.

Index Drought/Wet Events MK Stat (S) Var (S) Kendall’s Tau p-Value Sen’s Slope
All months
SPEI-3 (SPEI-12) Moderate drought 13 (19) 186.333 (87.667) 0.229 (0.510) 0.341 (0.042 %) 0.000 (0.000)
Severe drought 7(21) 146.333 (198.333) 0.144 (0.349) 0.563 (0.136) 0.000 (0.017)
Extreme drought 7 (4) 15.667 (114.000) 0.738 (0.099) 0.077 (0.708) 0.065 (0.000)
Moderate wet 12 (18) 164.667 (164.667) 0.228 (0.342) 0.350 (0.161) 0.000 (0.000)
Severe wet 24 (13) 193.333 (139.667) 0.410 (0.281) 0.084 (0.271) 0.013 (0.000)
Extreme wet -9(-4) 151.667 (145.333) —0.181 (—0.083) 0.465 (0.740) 0.000 (0.000)
Wet season
SPEI-3 (SPEI-12) Moderate drought 5(?) 7.667 (?) 0.913 (?) 0.071 (?) 0.083 (?)
Severe drought 5(5) 7.667 (7.667) 0.913 (0.913) 0.071 (0.071) 0.100 (0.100)
Extreme drought NA (?) NA (?) NA (?) NA (?) NA (?)
Moderate wet 4(1) 8.667 (5.000) 0.667 (0.236) 0.174 (0.655) 0.083 (0.000)
Severe wet 3(0) 7.667 (2.667) 0.548 (0) 0.279 (1.000) 0.067 (0.000)
Extreme wet 3(3) 7.667 (7.667) 0.548 (0.548) 0.279 (0.279) 0.042 (0.067)
Minor season
Moderate drought 2(?) 2.667 (?) 0.816 (?) 0.221 (?) 0.050 (?)
Severe drought NA (-2) NA (2.667) NA (—0.816) NA (0.221) NA (—0.050)
Extreme drought 1(0) 1.000 (2.667) 1(0) 0.317 (1.000) 0.050 (0.000)
SPEI-3 (SPEI-12) Moderate wet 0(2) 2.667 (2.667) 0(0.816) 1.000 (0.221) 0.000 (0.050)
Severe wet 1(?) 3.667 (?) 0.333 (?) 0.602 (?) 0.050 (?)
Extreme wet 0(0) 2.667 (2.667) 0(0) 1.000 (1.000) 0.000 (0.000)
Dry season
Moderate drought 1(5 13.000 (13.000) 0.120 (0.598) 0.782 (0.166) 0.000 (0.012)
Severe drought 0(7) 8.000 (13.000) 0(0.837) 1.000 (0.052) 0.000 (0.021)
SPEI-3 (SPEI-12) Extreme drought 4(4) 8.667 (14.667) 0.667 (0.447) 0.174 (0.296) 0.066 (0.011)
Moderate wet 4(4) 8.000 (14.667) 0.632 (0.447) 0.157 (0.296) 0.000 (0.010)
Severe wet 8 (5) 14.667 (13.000) 0.894 (0.598) 0.037 * (0.166) 0.012 (0.010)
Extreme wet -1(-1) 5.000 (5.000) —0.236 (—0.236) 0.655 (0.655) 0.000 (0.000)

Note: * Significant at 0.05, Reject H,, if p-value is < 0.05 or accept H, if p-value is > 0.05. NA Not applicable, or the
event did not appear in a specific index or season. ? The event could not be computed as some sequences were
constant.
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Figure 3. Temporal evolution of the mean monthly SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 for moderate, severe, and
extreme drought (a,b) and wetness (c,d) from 1981-2021 over the coastal Savannah agroecological
zone in Ghana.

Temporal Evolution and Trends in Drought and Wetness Events

Figure 4a—e show the temporal evolution of drought and wetness events over the
coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana from 1981 to 2021. We analyzed the tempo-
ral developments in moderate-to-extreme drought (Figure 4a,b) and wetness (Figure 4c,d),
as well as all drought and wetness events (Figure 4e) for SPEI-3 and SPEI-12, following the
thresholds of <—1.00 (drought) and >+1.00 (wetness). All drought and wetness events in
the zone were calculated using the averages of moderate-to-extreme drought and wetness
events. It should be noted that the normal drought and wetness categories were not con-
sidered in this study, based on the established thresholds. It is apparent, from Figure 4a,b,
that the study region has suffered moderate-to-extreme drought events, notwithstanding
the wet event incidences (Figure 4c,d). For instance, in Figure 4a, the SPEI-3 detected
moderate-to-extreme drought events in the 1980s and 1990s and moderate-to-severe in
the 2000s, except for the year 2009, when an extreme event happened. Under the SPEI-3
timescale, extreme drought events occurred in the years 1983 (value: —2.7), 1990 (—2.0),
1992 (—2.3), 1996 (—2.0), 1998 (—2.3), and 2009 (—2.0). Similar drought events were also
detected under the SPEI-12 timescale (Figure 4b). However, the moderate-to-extreme and
moderate-to-severe drought event incidences were higher for the SPEI-3 data. For example,
extreme drought events under SPEI-12 appeared only in the 1980s and 1990s, and not in
the 2000s, as was the case with SPEI-3. Here, the extreme drought years occurred in 1983
(value: —2.3), 1984, 1993 (—2.3), and 1998 and 1999 (—2.0).

The study region also observed moderate-to-extreme wetness events on both the
SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales (Figure 4c,d). In Figure 4c, the SPEI-3 recorded moderate-
to-extreme wetness events in the 1980s and 1990s and moderate-to-severe ones in the
2000s, excluding the year 2021, when an extreme wetness event ensued. Extreme wetness
events occurred in 1987 (value: 2.5), 1991 (2.0), and in 1997 and 2021 (2.2). The SPEI-12
timescale also recorded moderate-to-severe wetness events in the 1980s and 1990s and
moderate-to-extreme wetness events in the 2000s, with the years 2021 (value: 2.2) and 2020
(2.0) recording extreme wetness events.
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From Figure 4e, it is evident that drought and wetness events are common in the
zone. The years 1983 and 1999 recorded the greatest drought incidences, with the highest
values (—2.0) under the SPEI-12 timescale, while the lowest (—1.0) occurred in 1981, 1994,
2012, and 2017 under the SPEI-3 timescale (Figure 4e). The year 1987 recorded the highest
value (2.5) of a wetness event under the SPEI-3 timescale, followed by 2021 (2.0) for the
SPEI-12 timescale, and the lowest (1.0) occurring in 1982 and 1992 (under SPEI-12) and
1995 and 1999 (under SPEI-3). Under the SPEI-12 timescale, a low value (1.0) followed in
2016. Figure S2 depicts the results of the temporal developments in drought and wetness
events for the individual study locations.
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Figure 4. Temporal evolution of the mean annual SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 for moderate-to-extreme
drought (a,b), wetness (c¢,d), and all drought and wet events (e) from 1981-2021 over the coastal
Savannah agroecological zone in Ghana.
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The results of the Mann—Kendall test (Table 3) showed a significant positive trend
(alpha: 0.05, p-value: 0.037) in the extreme drought events in the zone. However, the
magnitude of change was weak (Sen’s slope estimate: 0.017). No significant trends were
observed in the other drought groups, and the same was true for all drought and wetness
events (Table 3).

Table 3. Mann-Kendall trend test and Sen’s slope estimate for annual drought and wetness events
from 1981-2021.

Index Drought/Wetness Event MK Stat (S) Var (S) Kendall’s Tau p-Value Sen’s Slope
Moderate drought 13 (1) 2347.667 (303.667) 0.039 (0.012) 0.788 (0.954) 0.000 (0.000)
Severe drought 16 (13) 366.667 (194.333) 0.175 (0.220) 0.403 (0.351) 0.000 (0.002)
SPEL-3 (SPEI-12) Extreme drought 5(8) 23.667 (14.667) 0.389 (0.894) 0.304 (0.037 *) 0.018 (0.017)
Moderate wetness —16 (-3) 734.667 (111.667) —0.108 (—0.076) 0.555 (0.776) 0.000 (0.000)
Severe wetness 16 (7) 150.667 (23.667) 0.325 (0.545) 0.192 (0.150) 0.007 (0.003)

Extreme wetness ——1(1) 7.667 (1.000) —0.183 (1) 0.718 (0.317) —0.004 (0.200)
SPEL-3(SPEL-12) All drought 91 (38) 33,993.667 (568.000) 0.206 (0.297) 0.118 (0.111) 0.008 (0.011)
All wetness 32(23) 1398.000 (204.333) 0.133 (0.369) 0.392 (0.108) 0.005 (0.012)

Note: * Significant at 0.05, Reject H, if p-value is < 0.05 or accept H,, if p-value is > 0.05.

3.3. Spatial Evolution of SPEI

Figure 5a—h shows the spatial evolution of the occurrences of extreme and severe
drought and wetness events in SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 over the coastal Savannah agroecological
zone. At this point, an analysis was conducted to identify the distribution of extreme and
severe drought and wetness events across the study region, following the earlier analysis.
Here, the analysis was carried out following the region classification (see Figure 1). Notably,
extreme dry events have SPEI values of <—2.00 and represent the worst drought events
in the region, whereas severe dry events have SPEI values ranging from —1.50 to —1.99,
indicating intense drought conditions. In Figure 5a,b, the SPEI-3 recorded a high occurrence
(2.03) of extreme drought events in most parts of Central and Greater Accra and a low
occurrence (0.61) in Volta. According to the SPEI-12, there were both high (3.64) and low
(0.20) occurrences of extreme drought in the Central and Greater Accra, with a low value in
Volta. A dissimilar pattern was observed regarding severe drought events over the study
region. Here, high incidences of severe drought events (Figure 5¢,d) appeared in the Volta
under the SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 (7.52 and 9.15, respectively). Both SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 were
able to detect severe drought events in some parts of Central and Greater Accra.

Regional variations were also observed regarding the extreme and severe wetness
events (Figure 5e-h). In Figure 5e, the SPEI-3 identified the maximum (2.64) incidence of
extreme wetness events in the Central and some areas of Greater Accra and Volta, while
the minimum (1.22) occurred for Greater Accra and Volta. Under the SPEI-12 (Figure 5f), a
greater (3.46) occurrence of extreme wetness was observed in Central, with moderate-to-
extreme events in Greater Accra, and the lowest occurrence (0.20) in Volta. In Figure 5g,h,
high occurrences of severe wetness events occurred in Volta and some parts of Greater
Accra (8.33 and 6.91, respectively), and low occurrences (2.85 and 3.05) were observed in
Central.
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Figure 5. Spatial distribution of the average values for SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 for extreme drought (a,b),
severe drought (c,d), extreme wetness (e,f), and severe wetness (g,h) events in the coastal Savannah
agroecological zone of Ghana from 1981 to 2021.



Water 2023, 15, 211

16 of 25

3.4. Spatial Distribution of Drought and Wetness Characteristics

Considering the definitions provided in Section 2.3.3, we characterized drought and
wetness events in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana based on their
frequency, duration, and intensity (Figure 6a-1). In terms of percentage, high values (20.9)
occurred in the areas of Volta and some parts of Central, while a low one (17.3) appeared in
Greater Accra and Central under the SPEI-3 (Figure 6a). A similar pattern was observed
with the SPEI-12, where the highest frequency (21.3) was seen in Volta and some parts of
Central and Greater Accra, with the lowest (15.0) also occurring in the latter two regions
(Figure 6b). In the corresponding wetness frequency (Figure 6g,h), the maximum (19.9)
and minimum (16.9) were distributed across the regions for the SPEI-3 (Figure 6g). As can
be seen from Figure 6h, while the greatest value (19.9) occurred across the regions, it was
superior in Volta, compared to the other two. The lowest (13.8) occurred in most parts of
Central.

In Figure 6¢,d, the drought duration varied across the regions. Drought duration was
much longer in Central and Greater Accra than in Volta under both SPEI-3 (a high of 1.44)
and SPEI-12 (1.57), as shown in Figure 6¢,d. For SPEI-3 (Figure 6i), a high (1.47) and a
low (1.39) duration of wetness events occurred across the zone. However, in SPEI-12, the
greatest (1.54) wetness duration appeared for the Central portion, with the lowest (1.37)
occurring for the other two regions (Figure 6j). The intensity of the drought (Figure 6e,f)
and wetness (Figure 6k,1) followed a similar pattern to that of the duration. For example, in
Figure 6e,f, the intensity of the drought cuts across the regions with the highest intensities
of 1.50 and 1.64 under the SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales, respectively. The intensity of
wetness events identified by SPEI-3 (Figure 6k) was also distributed across the regions,
while that of SPEI-12 (Figure 61) was more intense in the Central region than the other
two. A clear local variation was also observed in the drought and wetness frequencies,
durations, and intensities across the zone.
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Figure 6. Spatial distribution of drought and wetness characteristics at SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales

in the coastal Savannah agroecological of Ghana from 1981-2021: Drought frequency (a,b) SPEI-3
and SPEI-12; drought duration (c,d) SPEI-3 and SPEI-12; drought intensity (e,f) SPEI-3 and SPEI-12;
wetness frequency (g,h) SPEI-3 and SPEI-12; wetness duration (i,j) SPEI-3 and SPEI-12; wetness

intensity (k1) SPEI-3 and SPEI-12.
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3.5. Spatial Distribution of Drought and Wetness Trends

Figure 7a—d show the spatial distribution of drought and wetness trends in the coastal
Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana from 1981 to 2021 for SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales
using linear regression analysis with ordinary least squares. For SPEI-3 (Figure 7a), the
drought trends were greater (0.157) in the Central and Volta areas and less (—0.000) for
Greater Accra. Under SPEI-12, high (0.043) trends appeared for the Central region and
were low (—0.027) for the other two regions (Figure 7b). In Figure 7c, maximum (0.040)
wetness trends occurred in the Central and Greater Accra areas, while a minimum (0.002)
was observed in the Volta under SPEI-3. For SPEI-12 (Figure 7d), higher (0.056) wet trends
were observed in the Greater Accra area and some parts of the Central region.
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Figure 7. Spatial distribution of drought/wetness trends in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone
of Ghana: Drought trends under (a) SPEI-3 and (b) SPEI-12 timescales; wetness trends under (c)
SPEI-3 and (d) SPEI-12 timescales.

Drought in the zone increased from Central to Volta during the period of analysis.
While the corresponding wetness followed a similar pattern, the increase was greater in the
Greater Accra area. Here, it is important not to disregard the local variations in drought
and wet trends across the regions.

4. Discussion

The occurrence of extreme events, such as droughts and wetness, has become common
in many regions of the world due to anthropogenic-induced global warming [41]. Of course,
large-scale natural variability, such as the El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO), also has an
impact on the occurrence of extreme climatic events [109,110]. However, the evidence of
harmful anthropogenic activities and related greenhouse gas emissions is apparent, as has
been reiterated by the IPCC [41]. Variability has become a common characteristic of the
climates of many countries, especially in the parameters of temperature and precipitation.
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Variations in these climatic parameters are possibly the cause of drought and wet events in
the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana, taking into consideration the role of
rainfall and temperature on evapotranspiration. As has been highlighted by Thiaw and
Kumar [66], extreme events and natural disasters are inherent elements of the West African
climate, and Ghana’s in particular.

The results of the changepoint analysis revealed the homogeneous nature of rainfall
and temperature in the study region. Nonetheless, there were significant temperature
changes between the mid-1990s to 2012. The changepoints in the climate variables could be
attributed to the increased industrial and commercial activities in the zone, especially in the
capital city (Accra) and Tema. The above finding is consistent with earlier studies conducted
elsewhere, such as in southeast Australia [94], Raipur (the capital city of Chhattisgarh state,
India) [95], and in Umbria, Italy [111].

Despite the corresponding wetness incidences, our findings clearly established the
frequency and intensity of drought events. These findings support previous studies con-
ducted in different regions of the world [99,112-115]. For instance, Wang et al. [112] have
reported an increased frequency and intensity of drought events in the Yellow River Basin
in China. An et al. [113] have reported a significant increase in the frequency and inten-
sity of droughts in Inner Mongolia. Similarly, Ge et al. [114] have revealed aggravated
drought frequency, intensity, and duration in the northern and eastern Indian plains. The
study region’s combined drought and wetness events may endanger the livelihood op-
portunities of many people. For instance, while the extreme drought events in the 1980s
and 1983 in particular were so extreme, the flood occurrences in 2013 in the study region
(and Accra, to be precise) negatively affected the livelihoods of the people and led to
related mortalities [116]. Undoubtedly, the immense consequences for agriculture cannot
be ignored, especially considering the rainfed nature of agriculture in the study region.
There is significant evidence of the impacts of drought on agriculture in the scientific
literature. Research studies such as [117-123] have reported the dire impacts of drought on
agriculture. Smallholder farmers in the zone are, thus, vulnerable to these extreme events.
Despite the fact that wetness events in the study region have recently increased, there is
evidence of significant losses to the livelihoods of smallholder farmers in the region caused
by floods [124]. The ongoing drought and wetness events will have implications for food
security in the study region, and Ghana as a whole. This is obvious, especially given the
frequency of moderate-to-extreme and moderate-to-severe drought/wetness events in the
short-term timescale (SPEI-3; see Figure 4), indicating that drought/wetness events have a
greater impact on agriculture during the growing season than on hydrological and water
resources in the study region [19,125].

The monthly variations revealed that drought and wetness event incidences follow
the seasonal pattern in temperature and rainfall in the zone. While moderate-to-severe
drought and wetness events were common throughout the season, extreme drought event
occurrences were greater in the dry season, especially in January, while the corresponding
extreme wetness event values were higher in June and October. The results emphasized
short- and long-term variations in drought and wetness events across the study region.
In both the short- and long-term timescales, the incidence of extreme drought or wetness
events was higher in the Central and Greater Accra areas than in Volta (see Figure 5),
despite local variability across the regions. This was similar, in terms of the duration and
intensity of drought or wet events (see Figure 6). Drought or wetness events increased
from the Central region to the Volta. The above finding is in line with the earlier study by
Santos et al. [126] conducted in Portugal, which reported the increased occurrence of more
frequent cycles of drought and wet events in the south of Portugal, compared to the north.
The finding also supports the study of Zhao et al. [127], who observed increased wetter
and fewer drought conditions in the western upstream part of the Yangtze River Basin,
China. The variations in drought or wetness events across the study region are possibly the
result of the atmosphere—ocean—land connections, or due to the differences in topography
and landscape dynamics. For instance, the changes in drought and wetness events in
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the study region (and Ghana in general) have been linked to the seasonal movements in
the Intertropical Discontinuity (ITD) and the West African Monsoon winds [78]. The ITD
develops when the dry northeast trade winds (originating from the Sahara Desert) meet the
moist southwest (originating from the South Atlantic Ocean) trade winds. The movement
of the ITD is responsible for the seasonal rainfall patterns in Ghana. The seasonal movement
of the ITD from the north to the south (and vice versa) results in more drought and wetness
events, respectively. Furthermore, ocean-atmosphere dynamics, evidenced by abnormal
sea surface temperatures and related large-scale teleconnection factors, such as the ENSO
and the North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO), are related to the occurrences of extreme events
in West Africa, and Ghana in particular [78]. Other climate change attribution studies have
also stressed the increased incidence of frequent and intense droughts and wetness events.
Dai [3] reviewed drought events under global warming and established that drought
periods that lasted for years to decades have occurred many times in West Africa, North
America, and East Asia. Similarly, Chiang et al. [128] have reported increased drought
frequency, intensity, and duration in larger parts of the Americas, Africa, and Asia due to
anthropogenic forcing. In addition, Brito et al. [129] have revealed the frequent nature of
drought conditions in the semi-arid Northeast region of Brazil. Christidis and Stott [130]
further stated that drought conditions are more prevalent in the south of Europe than in
the north of Europe, while the opposite is true for wet conditions, due to the influence
of anthropogenic climate change. Furthermore, due to the significant temperature rise,
increased drought events have occurred in the Mediterranean region, while precipitation
has remained stable or decreased [131-133]. Both drought and wetness events are projected
to increase as a result of human-induced global warming [134,135].

Although we selected the 3 and 12 month timescales, several research studies, such
as [34,136,137], have reported the feasibility of considering other timescales. Drought and
wetness analyses can be performed on a variety of timescales, depending on the need.

5. Conclusions

In this study, we employed the SPEI to analyze the spatiotemporal characteristics of
meteorological drought and wetness events in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of
Ghana from 1981 to 2021. Our findings support previous scientific evidence regarding the
increased frequency and intensity of drought and wetness events.

The changepoint analysis revealed a more homogeneous nature of temperature and
rainfall over the entire zone, except for September 1995 and November 2002, when change-
points occurred. The monthly variations revealed that drought and wetness event inci-
dences follow the seasonal pattern of temperature and rainfall in the zone.

The temporal scale showed more moderate-to-extreme drought events in the 1980s
and 1990s than in the 2000s, while the opposite is true for wetness events under both the
SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 timescales. On the spatial scale, more extreme drought and wetness
events occurred in the Central and Greater Accra areas, with severe conditions in the Volta
areas. The SPEI-3 outperformed the SPEI-12 in extreme and severe drought and wetness
event occurrences, indicating consequences for agriculture during the crop-growing season.
Therefore, there is a need for the regular monitoring of drought and wet events to safeguard
agricultural activities, especially those of smallholder farmers in the zone, in order to protect
their livelihoods.

Supplementary Materials: The following supporting information can be downloaded at: https:
/ /www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/w15010211/s1, Figure S1: Changepoints in temperature and
rainfall for the coastal Savannah agroecological zone of Ghana; Figure S2: Temporal evolution
of the mean annual SPEI-3 and SPEI-12 for moderate-to-extreme drought and wet events for the
individual locations from 1981-2021 in the coastal Savannah agroecological zone in Ghana; Table S1:
Changepoint analysis for climatic variables.
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