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Studies of the military orders have become one of the specialities of Portuguese 
historiography over the last thirty years. Throughout this period, the increase in 
published work has been very significant. From 1976 to 1992, according to a list 
organised by a team led by Carlos Ayala Martinez* 1, more than a hundred studies 
were published, with another seventy by 20022, a trend that has been consolidated 
since in the latest bibliographical surveys3. Many of these were not, strictly 
speaking, studies o/the orders - some were the result of studying documents about 
the militias using analytical procedures from other areas, as has been the case with 
rural, urban, or religious history, or research into groups and social conflicts4 - but 

* Luis Filipe Oliveira is the author of “The military orders in the twelfth-fourteenth centuries”; Luis 
Adão da Fonseca, Maria Cristina Pimenta and Paula Pinto Costa are the authors of “Military orders in the 
fifteenth century”.

1 AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, et al., “Las Órdenes Militares en La Edad Media Peninsular. 
Historiografia 1976-1992. 2. Corona de Aragon, Navarra y Portugal”, Medievalismo. Boletín de la Sociedad 
Española de Estudios Medievales, no. 3 (1993), pp. 87-144.

2 See AYALA MARTINEZ, Carlos, and BARQUERO GONI, Carlos, “Historiografia Hispanica Y 
Ordenes Militares en La Edad Media, 1993-2003”, Medievalismo. Boletín de la Sociedad Española de Estudios 
Medievales, no. 12 (2002), pp. 101-161.

3 See ÁVILA GIJON, Juan, “La bibliografia de la Orden Militar de Cristo (Portugal). Del manuscrito 
al soporte electrónico”, Via spiritus, no. 9 (2002), pp. 349-428; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “The Military Orders 
Established in Portugal in the Middle Ages: A Historiographical Overview”, e-Journal of Portuguese History, 
vol. 2, no. 1 (2004). See also, SOUSA, Bernardo Vasconcelos e (dir.), et al., Ordens Religiosas em Portugal: Das 
Origens a Trento. Guia Histórico, Lisbon, Livros Horizonte, 2005, pp. 511-557.

4 Amongst others, see RODRIGUES, Ana Maria S. A., “O património da Donas de Santos no termo de 
Torres Vedras durante a Idade Média”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens 
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they all revealed a growing interest in the orders and their history. This change was 
in part stimulated by the renewal of university teaching and of research, particularly 
in the 1980s and 1990s, but also benefitted from the space made available to ensure 
the dissemination of works and research continuity in this area5. Among the most 
important were the “Encontros sobre Ordens Militares”6, which began in 1987, 
quickly having an international impact, and the Militarium Ordinum Analecta, the 
first issue of which appeared in 19977. This was the first, and for many years the only, 
European journal totally dedicated to military orders8.

This change was not only quantitative but also one of perspective. In general, 
the military orders came to be seen as part of a larger reality. Due to the influence of 
dominant trends in medieval historiography, the studies then published could not 
avoid analysing socio-economic realities, such as the formation and distribution 
of patrimony, its organisation into comendas, or the way in which these were 
administered9. Other aspects, however, were also researched - idealisations of 
the life and internal organisation, relations with other powers, or the identity of 
the friars and masters - important in recovering a complete picture of the history 
of the orders. In recent decades, therefore, studies such as these have provided a 
substantial picture of the presence and activity of different military orders within 
the history and territory of Portugal. From this work, it became possible to attempt 

Militares em Portugal, Actas do Io Encontro Sobre Ordens Militares, Palmeia, Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 
1991, pp. 115-130; BRAGA, Paulo Drummond, “A construção corrente na região de Palmeia nos finais da 
Idade Média”, ibid., pp. 143-155; PEREIRA, Isaías da Rosa, “Visitações de Mértola de 1482”, in FERNANDES, 
Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no Sul da Europa. Actas 
do II Encontro sobre Ordens Militares, Palmeia, Colibri / Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 1997, pp. 345-371; 
BARROS, Maria Filomena Lopes de, “A Ordem de Avis e a minoria muçulmana”, in FERNANDES, Isabel 
Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, Religião, Poder e Cultura. Actas do III Encontro sobre Ordens 
Militares, 2 vols., Palmeia, Colibri / Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 1999, vol. 2, pp. 167-173. For further 
examples, see the lists cited in previous notes.

5 For a quick overview of academic work from 1981 onwards, see “Masters Courses and Dissertations 
in Medieval History at Portuguese Universities”, e-journal of Portuguese History, vol. 1, no. 2, summer (2003).

6 Since 1987, there have been six Encontros sobre Ordens Militares. The last one took place in March 
2010, and the respective proceedings await publication. In 1992, the 2nd Encontro included the participation 
of five foreign researchers.

7 Running since 1997 under the editorial control of Luís Adão da Fonseca, there have been 11 issues 
of the journal. For an overview of the journal and an index of articles published, see COSTA, Paula Pinto, 
“Militarium Ordinum Analecta: Sources for the Study of the Religious-Military Orders. New approaches based 
on the written memory”, e-journal of Portuguese History, vol. 6, no. 2, winter (2008), available at: www.brown. 
edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/ejph/html/issuel2/pdf/pcosta.pdf  (accessed 1 Nov., 2010).

8 The two other European journals in this area, the Italian Sacra Militia. Rivista di storia degli ordini 
militari, and the Spanish Revista de las Órdenes Militares, published their first issues in 2000 and 2001, 
respectively.

9 See the studies produced as part of the master’s in Medieval History at the University of Oporto and 
cited below.

http://www.brown
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to produce the first general overviews10, plus one of a single order11, though these 
efforts were conditioned by gaps in the available information, so that a proper 
synthesis has yet to be made. But researchers, or those simply curious, would find 
enough in them for an initial outline of the history of the orders, as well as providing 
the necessary tools to get to know their respective homes, or monasteries or even to 
list the documentation produced by them and preserved in the archives12.

This development should be measured against the state of the historiography of 
the orders up to the 1980s. In 1976, when Derek Lomax published his bibliographical 
list, he had rightly called attention to the poverty of Portuguese studies in this 
area13; his list extended with difficulty to a hundred titles, most of them written 
before the twentieth century. It is indeed the case that D. Lomax had not included 
all Portuguese works on military orders14, but his diagnosis was perfectly fair. 
Most of the works had not escaped the old themes of national inspiration, or 
their antiquarian origins - the origins and decline of the orders, the monumental 
artistic manifestations, or the glories of the past, particularly from the time of the 
Expansion and the Discoveries15 - and there were no updated monographs on any 
of the various military orders. When the volumes of the Dicionário de História 
de Portugal were published in 1971, they provided the best overall assessment of 
Portuguese historiography. But, with rare exceptions, the work had to depend the 
pre-twentieth century bibliography to write the entries for the five military orders 
that had existed within the Portuguese kingdom16.

There were some slightly more encouraging signs. Even D. Lomax had 
recognised this, citing Virginia Raus study on the salt of Setúbal as a model for 
analysing the lordships of the orders17. To this he added articles by Rui de Azevedo18, 

10 Cf. FONSECA, Luís Adão, “Ordens Militares”, in AZEVEDO, Carlos Moreira de (dir.), Dicionário de 
História Religiosa de Portugal, 4 vols., Lisbon, 2001; FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and OLIVEIRA, Luis 
Filipe, “As Ordens Militares no Reino de Portugal”, in NOVOA PORTELA, F., and AYALA MARTINEZ, 
C. (coords.), As Ordens Militares na Europa Medieval, Lisbon, Chaves Ferreira - Publicações S. A., 2005, 
pp. 137-166.

11 Cf. CUNHA, Maria Cristina, Estudos sobre a Ordem de Avis (Séc. XII-XV), Oporto, Faculdade 
de Letras. Biblioteca Digital, 2009, available at: http://repositorio-aberto.up.pt/bitstream/10216/54066/2/ 
livrocristinacunha000076638.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); PINTO, Paula Costa, A presença dos Hospitalarios 
em Portugal, Gavião, Ramiro Leão, 2010.

12 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, “Ordens Militares”, in SOUSA, Bernardo Vasconcelos e (dir.), et al., Das 
Origens a Trento..., pp. 453-502.

13 Cf. LOMAX, Derek W., Las Órdenes Militares en la Peninsula Iberica Durante La Edad Media, 
offprint of Repertorio de Historia de las Ciencias Eclesiásticas en España, no. 6 (1976), p. 13.

14 Cf. AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, et al., “Las Órdenes Militares en La Edad Media Peninsular. 
Historiografía...”, pp. 138-141.

15 For a description of these studies, see LOMAX, Derek, Las Órdenes Militares..., pp. 26,66-67; AYALA 
MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, et al., “Las Órdenes Militares...., pp. Ill, 138 if.

16 Cf. SERRÃO, Joel (dir.), Dicionário de História de Portugal, 4 vols, Lisbon, 1971.
17 Cf. LOMAX, Derek, Las Ordenes Militares..., p. 47.
18 Cf. AZEVEDO, Rui Pinto de, “As origens da Ordem de Évora ou de Avis”, História, no. 1 (1932), 

http://repositorio-aberto.up.pt/bitstream/10216/54066/2/
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some others written by foreign authors19, in addition to the papers given at the 
“Congresso Hispano-Português sobre Ordens Militares”, organised in 1971, whose 
Proceedings had not then been published20. These latter papers showed the main 
signs of renewal, through their academic diversity and the topicality of their themes 
- the Order of São Julião do Pereiro and the vicariate of Tomar, the rural properties 
and the country estates of the military orders, and the royal taxation to which they 
were liable21. Despite their academic originality, or perhaps because of it, none of 
the papers awakened any interest in the orders on the part of other scholars, nor led 
to new investigations. In the Universities of Lisbon and of Coimbra, the orders had 
indeed been the subject of some attention, but that had not produced more than a 
few undergraduate theses22. These had limited circulation and varied in quality, were 
rarely based on solid archival research, and represented individual efforts without 
any follow-up. More important, because there existed some continuity, was the 
publication of the proceedings of the visitations, due to the efforts of art historians, 
persuaded of the value of these sources for the study of art, religious architecture 
and medieval dwellings. Only two volumes were published, in 1969 and 197223, as 

pp. 233-241; IDEM, “Algumas achegas para o estudo das origens da Ordem de S. João do Hospital de 
Jerusalém, depois chamada de Malta, em Portugal”, Revista portuguesa de história, no. 4 (1949), pp. 317-327; 
IDEM, “Bens da Ordem de Avis em Benavente, no ano de 1364”, Estudos benaventinos, no. 1 (1957), pp. 12-19; 
IDEM, “Primórdios da Ordem Militar de Évora”, Junta Distrital de Évora: boletim anual de cultura, no. 8 
(1967), pp. 43-62.

19 COCHERIL, Maur, “Les Ordres Militaires Cisterciens au Portugal”, Bulletin des Études Portugaises, 
n. s., tomes 28-29 (1967-1968), pp. 11-71; JAVIERRE MUR, Aurea, “La Orden de Calatrava en Portugal”, 
Boletín de la Real Academia de la Historia, t. 130 (1952), pp. 323-376; JAVIERRE MUR, Aurea, “Documentos 
para el estudio de la Orden de Santiago en Portugal en la Edad Media”, Bracara augusta, nos. 16-17 (1964), 
pp. 409-428; MARTIN, José-Luis, “La monarquía portuguesa y la Orden de Santiago, 1170-1195”, Anuario de 
estudios medievales, no. 8 (1972-73), pp. 463-466.

20 They were only partially published in 1981. See Las órdenes militares en la Península durante la Edad 
Media. Actas del congreso internacional hispano-portugues (1971), Anuario de Estudios Medievales, no. 11 
(1981).

21 Cf. TRINDADE, María José L., “A propriedade das Ordens militares nas Inquirições Gerais de 
1220”, ibid., pp. 81-93; RAU, Virginia, and GONÇALVES, Iria, “As Ordens militares e a tributação régia em 
Portugal”, ibid., pp. 95-98; SAO PAYO, Marques de, “O sol e a lua no selo da Orden de Santiago de Espada de 
Portugal. O sol (ou estrelas) e a lua (ou crescentes) nos selos medievais”, ibid., pp. 505-508; BARATA, José P. 
M., “A herdade templaría da Açafa. Seus limites a Sul do Tejo”, ibid., pp. 675-678; GONÇALVES, José Pires, 
“Templários em Monsaraz”, ibid., pp. 679-686; AZEVEDO, R. Pinto de, “A Ordem militar S. Julião do Pereiro, 
depois chamada de Alcântara”, ibid., pp. 713-729; FERRO, Maria J. Pimenta, “A vigairaria de Tomar, nos finais 
do século XV”, ibid., pp. 859-868; FERRO, Maria J. Pimenta, “As doações de D. Manuel, Duque de Beja, a 
algumas Igrejas da Ordem de Cristo”, ibid., pp. 869-882.

22 Cf. LOURO, Maria Joana Carvalho, A Ordem Religiosa Militar de Santiago da Espada. Sua acção 
em Alcácer do Sal, undergraduate dissertation submitted to the FL-UL, Lisbon, 1958; SILVA, Alcino Manuel, 
Oito mestres da Ordem de Cristo: sua acção em lutas, conquistas e descobrimentos, undergraduate dissertation 
submitted to the FL-UC, Coimbra, 1946; M ATTOSO, António Máncelos, Subsídios para o Estudo das Comendas 
da Ordem de Cristo de Soure e de Ega, undergraduate dissertation submitted to the FL-UC, Coimbra, 1970.

23 Cf. SANTOS, Vítor Pavão dos (ed.), Visitações deAlvalade, Casével, Aljustrel e Setúbal (Ordem de São 
Tiago), Documentos para a História da Arte em Portugal, no. 7, Lisbon, FCG, 1969; SANTOS, Vítor Pavão dos 
(ed.), Visitações de Palmeia e Panóias (Ordem de São Tiago), Documentos para a história de arte em Portugal, 
no. 11, Lisbon, FCG, 1972.
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part of a collection financed by the Fundação Gulbenkian, but the project would be 
taken up again by other researchers at the end of the 1970s24. Rather than the orders 
and their history, however, it was the documents they produced and preserved 
which most interested the researchers.

This attitude was to change only in the 1980s. Two works by Portuguese 
researchers, both published in 1982, contributed. One was an essay on the history 
of the aristocracy by José Mattoso25, an author who, in the same year, had already 
underlined the importance of the orders in understanding the southern areas of 
the country26. This work had the merit of exposing historians of the orders to social 
history, and, in particular, the history of the aristocracy, in linking recruitment for 
the orders with the adoption of lineage customs, and above all, in suggesting that, 
from the end of the thirteenth century, younger sons bereft of inheritance were 
encouraged to join military orders. This hypothesis did not resonate greatly among 
scholars of the orders27, leading only to occasional research28, before becoming the 
starting point more than twenty years later for a prosopographical study of the 
masters and comendadores of Avis and of Saint James29.

The second work mentioned above was a study by Luís Adão da Fonseca on an 
important fifteenth century peninsular figure, Pedro, Condestável of Portugal, who 
became the grand master of Avis in 144430. As far as the orders were concerned, 

24 Cf. DIAS, Pedro (ed.), Visitações da Ordem de Cristo de 1507 a 1510: aspectos artísticos, Coimbra, 
Faculdade de Letras da Universidade, 1979; HORMIGO, José M., Visitações da Ordem de Cristo em 1505 e 
1537, s. 1., s.n., 1981; CAVACO, Hugo, and ANTÓNIO, V. R. de S. (eds.), Visitações da Ordem de Santiago 
no sotavento algarvio (subsídios para o estudo da história da arte no Algarve), s. 1., s.n., 1987; LAMEIRA, 
Francisco, and SANTOS, Maria R. dos Santos (eds.), Visitações de igrejas algarvias: Ordem de S. Tiago, Faro, 
1988. For an inventory of the published Visitações from the Order of Saint James, see OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, 
“A comenda de Caceia e a Visitação de 1478-1482”, in BERNARDES, João Pedro (org.), Sic memorat. Estudos 
em Homenagem a Teresa Júdice Gamito, Faro, Universidade do Algarve, 2008, pp. 139-151.

25 Cf. MATTOSO, José, Ricos Homens, Infanções e Cavaleiros. A nobreza medieval portuguesa nos 
séculos XI e XII, 2nd ed., Lisbon, Guimarães Ed., 1985, mainly pp. 227-239.

26 Cf. IDEM, “Perspectivas actuáis da investigação e de síntese na historiografia medieval portuguesa 
(1128-1383)”, Revista de História Económica e Social, no. 9, (1982), pp. 227-239.

27 Portuguese historians studying military orders did not cite the work and it also does not appear in the 
lists of titles in the compiled bibliographies mentioned above.

28 SOUSA, Bernardo Vasconcelos e, “Memória familiar e ordens militares. Os Pimentéis no séc. XIV”, 
in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no 
Sul..., pp. 37-49; IDEM, “As Ordens Militares nos nobiliários medievais portugueses”, in FERNANDES, Isabel 
Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria na Construção do Mundo Ocidental. Actas 
do IV Encontro sobre Ordens Militares (30 de Janeiro a 2 de Fevereiro de 2002), Palmeia, Colibri / Câmara 
Municipal de Palmeia, 2005, pp. 623-630; SOTTOMAYOR-PIZARRO, José Augusto de, “A participação da 
nobreza na Reconquista e nas Ordens Militares”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens 
Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre o Ocidente e o Oriente, Actas do VEncontro sobre Ordens Militares (15 
a 18 de Fevereiro de 2006), Palmeia, Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 2009, pp. 143-155.

29 OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres e os Comendadores, As Ordens Militares de Avis e de 
Santiago (1330-1449), Faro, Universidade do Algarve, 2009; For a summary, see Medievalista, [online], yr. 4, 
no. 5, Dec. (2008), available at: www2.fcsh.unl.pt/iem/medievalista/MEDIEVALISTA5/medievalista-oliveira. 
htm

30 Cf. FONSECA, Luís Adão da, O Condestável D. Pedro de Portugal, a Ordem Militar de Avis e a 

www2.fcsh.unl.pt/iem/medievalista/MEDIEVALISTA5/medievalista-oliveira
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this study played a decisive role in underlining their importance, and the influence 
the men who led them had in the affairs of the kingdom, and above all in relating 
that political weight to the internal organisation of the military orders, to the 
composition and geography of their patrimony, and to the value of the rents which 
were made available to the masters. In subsequent years, the author would return 
to the same theme, first to characterise the orders as pressure groups31 and then to 
emphasise their influence on the political games of the realm32.

It was this triple perspective, at the same time political, institutional and 
patrimonial, which proved most productive. It became, in fact, the starting point 
for a programme studying military orders as part of the master's degree in Medieval 
and Renaissance History at the University of Oporto. The degree was launched in 
1986, and between 1989 and 1995 the first monographic studies of the orders of 
Avis, Cristo, Hospitallers and Saint James were carried out33. Although these studies 
were certainly hampered by some archival resources being incorrectly classified34, 
or by the scarcity of the records preserved, they all investigated not only the origins 
and geographical locations of the military orders, but also their internal structure 
and the relations they established with other powers, particularly those more active 
within the kingdom. At the end of the 1990s this work was followed by more in- 
-depth studies35 mainly devoted to the history of the orders during their transition 

Península Ibéria do seu tempo (1429-1466), Oporto, INIC / Centro de História da Universidade do Porto, 1982, 
mainly pp. 93-110.

31 Cf. IDEM, “Algumas Considerações a propósito da documentação existente em Barcelona respeitante 
à Ordem de Avis: sua contribuição para um melhor conhecimento dos grupos de pressão em Portugal em 
meados do século XV”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, 2nd ser., vol. 1 (1984), pp. 19-56.

32 Cf. IDEM, O essencial sobre o Tratado de Windsor, Lisbon, 1986.
33 Cf. CUNHA, Maria Cristina, A Ordem Militar de Avis (Das Origens a 1329), masters dissertation 

submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 1989; CUNHA, Mário Sousa, A Ordem Militar de Santiago (Das origens 
a 1327), master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 1991; MATA, Joel Ferreira, A Comunidade 
Feminina da Ordem de Santiago: A comenda de Santos na Idade Média, masters dissertation submitted to 
the FL-UP, Oporto, 1991; COSTA, Paula Pinto, A Ordem Militar do Hospital em Portugal (séculos XII-XIV), 
Oporto, 1993, master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP; BARBOSA, Isabel Lago, “A Ordem de Santiago 
em Portugal na Baixa Idade Média (Normativa e prática)”, in BARBOSA, Isabel Lago, et al., As Ordens de 
Cristo e de Santiago no início da Época Moderna: A Normativa, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vol. 2, Oporto, 
Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 1998, pp. 93-288 [= master’s dissertation, 1989]; VASCONCELOS, 
António Pestana de, “A Ordem Militar de Cristo na Baixa Idade Média. Espiritualidade, Normativa e 
Prática”, ibid., pp. 5-92 [= master’s dissertation, 1995]; SILVA, Isabel Morgado, “A Ordem de Cristo durante 
o mestrado de D. Lopo Dias de Sousa (1373?-1417)”, in SILVA, Isabel Morgado, et al., As Ordens Militares de 
D. João I, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vol. 1, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 1997, pp. 5-126 
[= master’s dissertation, 1989]; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “A Ordem Militar de Avis (Durante o mestrado de 
D. Fernão Rodrigues de Sequeira)”, ibid., pp. 127-242 [= masters dissertation, 1989].

34 To study the rules of the Order of Saint James, Isabel Lago Barbosa had, in her master’s dissertation 
in 1989, to identify the archival resources of the Order of Saint James. The respective inventory of the archive 
was only published much later. See FARINHA, Maria do Carmo, et al., Mesa da Consciência e Ordens, Lisbon, 
Instituto dos Arquivos Nacionais - Torre do Tombo, 1997.

35 Cf. SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, A Ordem de Cristo (1417-1521), Militarium Ordinum 
Analecta, vol. 6, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 2002, pp. 5-503 [= doctoral thesis, 1998]; COSTA, 
Paula Pinto, A Ordem Militar do Hospital em Portugal: Dos Finais da Idade Média à Modernidade, Militarium 
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from the medieval to the modern period. Such a shift towards the modern period 
may perhaps be explained by the greater abundance and accessibility of the available 
sources. This was certainly the emphasis of most of the research carried out in the 
following years36. However, work on earlier periods did not completely disappear37.

All the research within that programme enabled the study of military orders 
to affirm and consolidate itself as a specific area of medieval historiography, 
along with the spaces for debate, the exchange and confrontation of ideas and 
views made possible by the “Encontros de Palmeia” and the Militarium Ordinum 
Analecta, though inevitably with some imbalance in terms of the themes and 
periods considered. The latter, of course, stand out, given the greater attention paid 
to the processes and realities of the late Middle Ages. Of the twenty-five master’s 
dissertations and doctoral theses completed under that programme between 1989 
and 200938, only eight, less than one-third, related to periods prior to the fifteenth 
century39, although two others, with a much more extensive time frame40, could 
be included within this group. It is not surprising therefore that there are issues 

Ordinum Analecta, vols. 3-4, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 2000, pp. 5-592 [= doctoral thesis, 
1999]; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, As Ordens de Avis e de Santiago na Baixa Idade Média, Palmeia, 2002 
[= doctoral thesis, 1999]; MATA, Joel Ferreira, A Comunidade Feminina da Ordem de Santiago: A comenda de 
Santos em finais do século XV e no século XVI: Um estudo religioso, económico e social, Militarium Ordinum 
Analecta, vol. 9, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 2007 [= doctoral thesis, 1999].

36 Cf. BASTO, Ana Carolina D., A Vila do Torrão: segundo as Visitaçôes de 1510 e 1534 da Ordem 
de Santiago, master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2003; ALVES, Cristina P. Vinagre, A 
propriedade da Ordem de Santiago em Palmeia: as visitaçôes de 1510 e de 1534, master’s dissertation submitted 
to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2004; LUCAS, Isabel Maria, As Ermidas da Ordem de Santiago nas Visitaçôes de 
Palmeia do século XVI, master’s dissertation submitted FL-UP, Oporto, 2004; RAMOS, Maria Regina, As 
igrejas de Palmeia nas visitaçôes do século XVI: rituais e manifestações de culto, master’s dissertation submitted 
to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2004; SANTOS, Carlos F. Russo, A Ordem de Santiago e o papado no tempo de 
D. Jorge: de Inocêncio Vili a Paulo III, master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2004; BARREIRO, 
Poliana Monteiro, Uma visitação às igrejas da Ordem de Santiago: (a vila de Setúbal nos alvores do século 
XVI), masters dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2005; ALMEIDA, Ema Maria, A mobilidade 
no âmbito da Ordem do Hospital: o caso de Portugal na Idade Média, master’s dissertation submitted to the 
FL-UP, Oporto, 2006; VASCONCELOS, António Pestana, Nobreza e Ordens Militares. Relações Sociais e de 
Poder (Séculos XIV a XVI), doctoral thesis submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2008.

37 Cf. FERNANDES, Maria Cristina, A Ordem Militar de Santiago no século XIV, master’s dissertation 
submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2002; FERREIRA, Maria Isabel, A normati va das ordens militares portuguesas: 
(séculos XII-XVI): poderes, sociedade, espiritualidade, doctoral thesis submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2005; 
FERNANDES, Maria Cristina, A Ordem do Templo em Portugal (das origens à extinção), doctoral thesis 
submitted to the FL-UL, Oporto, 2009.

38 This includes two doctoral theses that were defended at the Lusíada University, but supervised by 
academics linked to that programme. See MENDONÇA, Manuel Lamas, A Ordem de Avis no Século XVI. 
Um alheado entardecer, doctoral thesis submitted to the Lusíada University, Lisbon, 2008; SEABRA, Maria 
Teresa, A comarca da Aldeia Galega do Ribatejo (séculos XV e XVI), doctoral thesis submitted to the Lusíada 
University, Lisbon, 2008.

39 See the master’s dissertations, cited above, of Maria Cristina Cunha, Mário Sousa Cunha, Paula Pinto 
Costa, Maria Cristina Pimenta, Isabel Morgado Silva, Joel Mata, and the master’s dissertation and doctoral 
thesis of Maria Cristina Fernandes.

40 See the theses, cited above, of Maria Isabel Ferreira and António Maria Vasconcelos.
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needing to be further explored, along with fresh themes and various aspects that 
have recently aroused attention and are little studied and poorly understood.

Among these is the Order of the Temple. Due to its importance, and to the 
place it occupies within romantic imagery, this topic has interested researchers for a 
considerable period of time, and there have been fine studies carried out on Templar 
military architecture and castles, its patrimony and some of the towns which came 
under the lordship of the military order, as well as its chancellorship along with 
conflicts involving the knights41. Only recently, however, has the order been the 
object of monographic studies based on archival research. The first was an academic 
thesis completed in the United States in 200242. Perhaps because the existence of 
that study was overlooked - it was neither cited nor made use of, though part of its 
conclusions were disseminated in 200543 - another study on the order came out in 
2009 covering the same period44. Both works are based on an incomplete inventory 
of available sources - neither making use of the ninety-thee bundles of documents 
of the convent of Tomar or the documents of the Temple kept among the royal 
and private documents of the Order of Cristo45 - so it would have been difficult 
to have exhausted all the possibilities offered by the topic. Both insist, however, on 
the close link of the militia to the kings, and on the reduced weight of international 
connections, leading to the suggestion that the order took on a strong national 
character from the twelfth century46. This vision should, however, be the subject of 

41 Cf. BARROCA, Mário Jorge, “A Ordem do Templo e a arquitectura militar portuguesa do século XII”, 
Portugália, n. s., nos. 17-18 (1996-1997), pp. 171-209; OLIVEIRA, Nuno Villamariz, “Algumas considerações 
sobre os castelos da Ordem do Templo em Portugal - o exemplo paradigmático de Castelo Branco”, in 
BARROCA, Mário Jorge, MALPICA CUELLO, António, and REAL, Manuel (coords.), Ill Congresso de 
Arqueologia Peninsular: Arqueologia da Idade Média da Península Ibérica. Actas, 7, ADECAP, Oporto, 2000, 
pp. 153-167; OLIVEIRA, Nuno Villamariz, Castelos Templários em Portugal [1120-1314], Ésquilo, Lisbon, 
2010; GOMES, Saul António, “A presença das ordens militares na região de Leiria (séculos XII-XV)”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As ordens militares em Portugal e no Sul..., pp. 143-204; CONDE, 
Manuel Sílvio Alves, Tomar Medieval: O Espaço e os Homens, Cascais, Patrimonia, 1996; GOMES, Saul 
António, “Observações em torno das Chancelarias das Ordens Militares em Portugal, na Idade Média”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria..., pp. 111-167; IDEM, 
“Observações em torno da chancelaria da Ordem do Templo em Portugal”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina 
F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre o Ocidente..., pp. 121-139; MARQUES, Maria 
Alegria, “O litígio entre a Sé de Coimbra e Ordem do Templo pela posse das Igrejas de Ega, Redinha e Pombal”, 
Jornadas sobre Portugal medieval. Actas, Leiria, Câmara Municipal de Leiria, 1987, pp. 349-366.

42 Cf. VALENTE, José M., Soldiers and Settlers: The Knights Templar in Portugal, 1128-1319, doctoral 
thesis submitted to the University of California, Santa Barbara, 2002.

43 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, “Ordens Militares”, in SOUSA, Bernardo Vasconcelos e (dir.), et al., Das 
Origens a Trento..., pp. 462-463, 465, 555.

44 Cf. FERNANDES, Maria Cristina, A Ordem do Templo em Portugal (das origens à extinção), doctoral 
thesis submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2009.

45 For a description of these sources, see FARINHA, Maria do Carmo, et al., Mesa da Consciência..., 
pp. 282-283,298-299; MARQUES, A. H. Oliveira, Guia do Estudante de História Medieval Portuguesa, 3rd ed., 
Lisbon, 1988, p. 211.

46 Cf. VALENTE, José, Soldiers..., pp. 116-117, 121-122; FERNANDES, Maria Cristina, A Ordem do 
Tempio..., pp. 170-172, 214 ff. The last idea mentioned in the text is that of José Valente.
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an urgent review, given the existence of provincial masters with jurisdiction over all 
Hispania47; or considered in the light of known information regarding the presence 
of Portuguese knights in Cyprus and the Holy Land48.

Such international connections existed in other orders, and especially in that 
of the Hospitallers. Unlike the orders of Avis and Saint James, which had lost their 
links to Castile and soon underwent a national reorganisation49, though without 
putting into place an autonomous set of internal rules50, the Hospitallers remained 
an international order. As was the case with the Knights Templar51, there is not 
much information on the involvement of the grand master, or of the central convent, 
in the life of the order within the kingdom, and there is nothing to suggest that the 
Leça priorate was governed by foreign brothers52. This lack of information has not 
however been considered anomalous, perhaps because of the importance of studies 
on the role of the orders in establishing international frontiers53, thus suggesting 
their relevance to national politics. To overcome this national perspective, derived 
from given the sources preserved in Portuguese archives, it would be necessary 
to investigate other archives, in particular, those of the Hospitaller Order in 
Malta54. More recent analyses have shown, moreover, that it was not uncommon 

47 Cf. VALENTE, José, Soldiers..., p. 183; FERNANDES, Maria Cristina, A Ordem do Templo..., pp. 143-144.
48 Cf. CLAVERIE, Pierre-Vincent, ‘“Contra soldanum de Coinè’ ou la contributin des Templiers portugais 

à la defense de la Syrie franque”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens 
de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente..., pp. 399-412; BURGTORF, Jochen, The Central Convent of Hospitallers and 
Templars. History, Organization, and Personnel (1099/1120-1310), Leiden, Brill, 2008, pp. 388, 392, 547-48,667.

49 Cf. LOMAX, Derek W., “El Rey Don Dinis y la Orden de Santiago”, Hidalguía, no. 30 (1982), 
pp. 477-487; CUNHA, Mário Sousa, “A quebra da unidade santiaguista e o mestado de D. João Osório”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no Sul..., pp. 393-405; AYALA 
MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, “La Escisión de los Santiaguistas Portugueses: Algunas Notas sobre Los Establecimientos 
de 1327”, Historia. Instituciones. Documentos, no. 24 (1997), pp. 53-69; CUNHA, Maria Cristina, “A Eleição 
do Mestre de Avis nos Séculos XIII-XIV”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. Historia, 2nd ser., vol. 13 (1996), 
pp. 103-122.

50 Cf. BARBOSA, Isabel Lago, “A normativa da ordem de Santiago: urna memoria peninsular”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no Sul..., pp. 65-70; PIMENTA, 
Maria Cristina, As Ordens de Avis e de Santiago..., pp. 95 if.; FERREIRA, Maria Isabel, A Normativa das 
Ordens..., pp. 183 ff.

51 Cf. FERNANDES, Maria Cristina F., A Ordem do Templo..., p. 171.
52 COSTA, Paula Pinto, A Ordem Militar do Hospital..., pp. 53-57,155-157; EADEM, “A Ordem Militar 

do Hospital em Portugal: Dos finais da Idade Média à Modernidade”..., pp. 132-133.
53 AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, Alfonso X, el Algarve Y Andalucia: EI destino de Serpa, Moura Y 

Mourão, offprint of Actas del II Congreso de Historia de Andalucia. Historia Mediavai I, Cordoba, 1994; IDEM, 
“Frontera castellano-portuguesa y órdenes militares: problemas de jurisdicción, ss. XII-XIII”, in III Jornadas 
de cultura hispano-portuguesa: Interrelation cultural en la formación de una mentalidad, siglos XII al XVI. 
Actas, Madrid, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, 1999, pp. 51-92; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “Ordens Militares e 
Fronteira: Um desempenho Jurisdicional e Político em Tempos Medievais”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. 
Historia, 3rd ser., vol. 7 (2006), pp. 79-91; EADEM, “As ordens militares portuguesas na estruturação da 
fronteira”, in MELE, Maria Grazia, and CADEDDU, Maria Eugenia, Frontiere del Mediterraneo. Atti del 
Seminario Internazionale (Cagliari, 10-12/10/2002), Cagliari-Pisa, Edizioni ETS, 2006, pp. 61-76.

54 For a description, see VANN, Theresa, “Hospitaller Record Keeping and Archival Practices”, 
in NICHOLSON, Helen (coord.), The Military Orders. Volume 2: Welfare and Warfare, Aidershot, 1998, 
pp. 275-285.
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for Portuguese knights to visit Rhodes, and that the Leça prior or, later on, that of 
Crato, maintained its ties with the central convent, while paying its contributions 
(responiones) that regularly fell due55.

Poorly understood and little studied56, phenomena affecting the mobility 
of friars within the kingdom are not likely to be any less significant. Beyond the 
general assemblies, sometimes held in convents and more regularly than has been 
stated57, the rules also prescribed short stays with the conventual friars, as was the 
case in Calatrava during the three Easters of the year, or in Saint James during Lent 
and Advent58. However, such obligations were not the only aspects to determine 
the mobility of the knights, and they were often replaced through the award of a 
comenda, or moved to another. The study of these rotations has been hampered 
by a tendency to accept the lifelong nature of the commendatory mandates, as 
prescribed by the Estatutos de Cristo in 1326 and the Estabelecimentos de Santiago 
in 1327, though there is nothing similar for the Avis Order59. The available data 
are therefore not very significant. They only deal with the Saint James and Avis 
orders, but show that by the end of the fourteenth century, mandates were not for 
life, but temporary, and that only rarely were they longer than fifteen years60. In 
those orders, it was common for the comendadores to be stripped of their comenda, 
or removed to another, though this transition to different houses did not necessarily 
involve a career in an upward sense61. It is thus important to ascertain the realities 
documented in the other orders, so as to determine the normality of these practices 
in the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. The results of that research 
will be critical to understanding the functional, or beneficial, dimension, of the 
comendador mandates, or even to assess the nature of the comendas, sometimes 
seen as family property and identified as actual lordships62.

55 Cf. LUTTREL, Anthony, “The Hospitallers of Rhodes and Portugal: 1300-1415”, in FERNANDES, 
Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente..., pp. 463-477; 
COSTA, Paula Pinto, “O Mediterrâneo e a Ordem de S. João”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da, and CADEDDU, 
Maria Eugenia (orgs), Portogallo Mediterraneo, Cagliari, Istituto sui Rapporti Italo-Iberici, 2001, pp. 75-97. 
For more distant periods, see BURGTORF, Jochen, The Central Convent..., pp. 387, 392, 591-92, 667.

56 Cf. CUNHA, Maria Cristina, “A mobilidade interna na Ordem de Avis (séc. XII-XIV)”, Revista da 
Faculdade de Letras. História, 3rd ser., vol. 7 (2006), pp. 69-77.

57 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres..., p. 131. See also JOSSERAND, Philippe, Église et 
Pouvoir dans la Péninsule Ibérique: Les Ordes Militaires dans le royaume de Castille (1252-1369), Madrid, Casa 
de Velázquez, 2004, pp. 437-441; AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, Las órdenes militares hispánicas en la edad 
media (siglos XII-XV), Madrid, Marcial Pons / La Torre Literaria, 2003, pp. 305-307.

58 Inter alia, see O’CALLAGHAN, Joseph “La Vida de las Órdenes Militares de España según sus estatutos 
primitivos”, in IZQUIERDO BENITO, R., and RUIZ GOMEZ, F. (eds.), Alarcos 1195. Actas del Congresso 
internacional comemorativo del VII Centenario de la Batalla de Alarcos, Cuenca, 1996, pp. 7-29.

59 Cf. SILVA, Isabel Morgado e Silva, “A Ordem de Cristo...”, p. 32; BARBOSA, Isabel Lago, “A Ordem 
de Santiago..., doc. E, p. 234.

60 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres..., pp. 127-130.
61 IDEM, ibid., pp. 128, 437, 459-460.
62 Amongst others, see BARBOSA, Isabel Lago, “A Ordem de Santiago..., p. 182; PIMENTA, Maria 
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The military orders could also be important spaces for social mobility. Though 
the significance of this topic was underlined quite some time back, it has been poorly 
studied and the only data available is for the Hospitallers63 and, more plentifully, for 
the Avis and Saint James orders64. One can demonstrate that the orders not only 
served to rehabilitate and consolidate the power and prestige gained by a few noble 
families, but also as a pathway to the nobility, helping to establish noble credit for 
those who came from more modest origins. More important, perhaps, was the 
demonstration that the Saint James and Avis orders were spaces for social osmosis, 
which could have enhanced the blending of the nobility with the urban elites, since, 
until the beginning of the fifteenth century, they had never been an aristocratic 
bastion and accepted the vocation of urban knights and city burghers65. It would 
be important to test these observations, checking the size of urban recruitment in 
other orders and the due weight of those who professed noble origin. However, it 
would also be desirable to extend the research back to the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, both to examine the era in which the orders replaced municipal militias 
in the war effort, and to observe the consequences of the early end of the Reconquest 
in the recruitment policies of the military orders.

Not much is known, however, about the presence of the knights of the orders 
in urban spaces66. Most convents have been studied primarily for their artistic and 
architectural value67, and little is known about the individuals who lived there or 
about their influence on local life. Studies of comendas, more attentive to rural 

Cristina, “A Ordem Militar de Avis..., p. 190; COSTA, Paula Pinto, A Ordem Militar do Hospital..., p. 155. For 
a different view, see JOSSERAND, Philippe, Église et Pouvoir..., pp. 328-339.

63 Cf. SOUSA, Bernardo Vasconcelos e, “Memória familiar e ordens militares..., pp. 37-49; IDEM, Os 
Pimentéis. Percursos de Uma Linhagem da Nobreza Medieval Portuguesa (Séculos XIII-XIV), Lisbon, IN-CM, 
2000, pp. 148-179; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “A nobreza e a ordem do Hospital: uma aliança estratégica”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria..., pp. 605-621.

64 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres..., pp. 120-124, 181-186; VASCONCELOS, António 
Pestana, “Os Vasconcelos e as Ordens Militares”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens 
Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre o Ocidente..., pp. 247-258; MENDONÇA, Manuel Lamas, “Furtado 
de Mendonça portugueses. Um caso de ascensão social alanvancada nas Ordens Militares”, in VV. AA., 
Comendas e Ordens Militares na Idade Média, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vol. 11, Oporto, CEPESE / 
Civilização Editora, 2009, pp. 181-215. Even though the data mainly concern the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, see also VASCONCELOS, António Pestana, Nobreza e Ordens..., pp. 221 ff.

65 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres..., pp. 167-176, 184-201.
66 See however, the remarks of CONDE, Manuel Silvio Alves, Tornar Medieval..., pp. 162-178; 

GOMES, Saul Antonio, “As ordens militares e Coimbra medieval: tópicos e documentos para um estudo”, 
in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens militares. Guerra..., vol. 2, pp. 43-72; PEREIRA, Maria 
Teresa Lopes, Alcácer do Sal..., pp. 173-176, 206 ff.

67 Amongst others, see RODRIGUES, Jorge, and PEREIRA, Paulo, Santa Maria de Flor da Rosa. Um 
Estudo de História de Arte, Crato, 1986, COSTA, Paula Pinto, and ROSAS, Lúcia Maria Cardoso, Leça do Bailio 
no tempo dos Cavaleiros do Hospital, Lisbon, 2001; POMBO, Hugo, CORTE, Izelina, and CUNHA, João Pedro, 
O Convento de S. Bento de Avis, Lisbon, 2001; SILVA, José Custódio V, “A igreja de Santiago da Espada de 
Palmeia”, O fascínio do Fim. Viagens pelo final da Idade Média, Lisbon, 1997, pp. 61-74; FERNANDES, Isabel 
Cristina F., “Os conventos da Ordem de Santiago em Palmeia”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As 
Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre o Ocidente..., pp. 583-633.
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assets68, have added little about the centres located in urban areas, ignoring the 
location and structure of the corresponding houses, and, in particular, the relations 
of association and community that spread from them69. In some cases, the ability 
to attract the faithful, involving them in the life of the friars, must have been very 
significant. Such was the case with the houses of Évora and Arruda in the thirteenth 
century70, whose churches saw their activity greatly reduced - the former had its 
bell removed and only the friars and nuns of the comenda attended the church in 
the latter - due to the reaction of the city’s bishop and the prior of São Vicente. 
The tensions and conflicts with the active powers in the urban space, whether 
ecclesiastical or local authorities, have been more studied and are better known71, 
but are not the only way to consider these issues. Other means would have to be used 
to measure the impact of the orders in local life. What is known about the Templars’ 
role in the spread of urban planning, clearly visible in Nisa and in Tomar72, or of the

68 Amongst others, see DIAS, João José Alves, “As comendas de Almourol e da Cardiga das ordens do 
Templo e de Cristo, na Idade Média”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens 
Militares em Portugal, Actas do I..., pp. 101-112; SILVA, Isabel Morgado, and PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, 
“Castro Marim: uma comenda da Ordem de Cristo”, Cadernos históricos, no. 3 (1992), pp. 62-93; VARGAS, 
José Manuel, “Mouguelas: Uma comenda da Ordem de Santiago no termo de Setúbal”, in FERNANDES, Isabel 
Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria..., pp. 485-515; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “A 
comenda de Leça do Bailio (séculos XII-XVI)”, Matesinus. Revista de arqueologia, História e Património de 
Matosinhos, no. 5 (2004), pp. 84-91. EADEM, “As Comendas: enquadramentos e aspectos metodológicos”, in 
VV. AA., Comendas e Ordens Militares na Idade Média..., pp. 9-24; CUNHA, Maria Cristina, “A comenda de 
Oriz da Ordem de Avis”, Bracara augusta, t. 40 (1987), pp. 131-198; FONSECA, Luís Adão da, “A Comenda de 
Noudar da Ordem de Avis: a memória da fronteira entre a Idade Média e a Idade Moderna”, in IZQUIERDO 
BENITO, R., and RUIZ GOMEZ, F. (orgs.), Las Órdenes Militares en La Peninsula Iberica. Actas, Cuenca, 
2000, vol. 1, pp. 655-681; SILVA, Maria J. Oliveira, “A Comenda de S. Vicente da Beira da Ordem de Avis (1330- 
-1384)”, in DEPARTAMENTO DE CIÊNCIAS E TÉCNICAS DO PATRIMÓNIO, and DEPARTAMENTO DE 
HISTÓRIA (eds.), Estudos em Homenagem ao Professor Doutor José Marques, Oporto, 2006, vol. 4, pp. 7-23.

69 For a discussion concerning the forms of association of lay members to the military orders, see 
TOMMASI, F., “Men and Women of the Hospitaller, Templar and Teutonic Orders: Twelfth to Fourteenth 
Centuries”, in LUTTREL, Anthony, and NICHOLSON, Helen (orgs.), Hospitaller Women in the Middle Ages, 
Aidershot, Ashgate, 2006, pp. 71-88.

70 Cf. VILAR, Herminia Vasconcelos, “A Diocese de Évora e a Ordem de Avis. Dois poderes em 
confronto na centúria de Duzentos”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As 
Ordens Militares em Portugal e no Sul..., pp. 271-284; TAROUCA, Carlos Silva, “As Origens dos Cavaleiros 
de Évora (Avis) segundo as Cartas do Arquivo da Sé de Évora”, A Cidade de Évora, vol. 5, nos. 13-14, (1947), 
pp. 30-31, doc. no. II; OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, “O mosteiro de Santos, as freirás de Santiago e o culto dos 
Mártires”, in BARATA, Maria do Rosário Themudo, and KRUS, Luis (dirs.), Olhares sobre a Historia. Estudos 
oferecidos a Iria Gonçalves, Lisbon, Caleidoscópio, 2009, p. 431.

71 For some examples, see MARQUES, Maria Alegria, “O litígio entre a Sé de Coimbra e Ordem do 
Templo..., pp. 349-366; VILAR, Herminia Vasconcelos, “A Diocese de Évora e a Ordem de Avis..., pp. 271-284; 
MARQUES, José, “O concelho alentejano de Figueira e a Ordem de Avis, em 1336”, Revista da Faculdade 
de Letras: História, Oporto, 2nd ser., vol. 5 (1985), pp. 95-111; IDEM, “A Ordem de Santiago e o concelho de 
Setúbal, em 1341”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As ordens militares em Portugal e no Sul..., 
pp. 285-305; SILVA, Isabel Morgado, “Concelho de Soure versus Ordem de Cristo: um processo de conflito em 
finais do século XIV”, Revista de ciências históricas, no. 12 (1997), pp. 109-117; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “O couto 
de Leça e a cidade do Porto: momentos de oposição de dois poderes medievais”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da, 
AMARAL, Luís Carlos, and SANTOS, M. Fernanda (coords.), Os Reinos Ibéricos na Idade Média, Oporto, 
FL-UP, 2003, vol. 3, pp. 1223-1229.

72 Cf. CONDE, Manuel Sílvio Alves, Tomar Medieval..., pp. 86-87; TRINDADE, Maria Luisa, Urbanismo 
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Hospitallers’ concern for works of welfare73, or regarding the urban dissemination 
of the cult of the martyrs74, seems in fact to show a certain harmony with the urban 
residents. Which could also have been the case with the participation of the military 
orders in economic life and commercial networks, enlightened by the significant 
presence of a merchant alongside the friars-martyrs of Tavira75.

Nor is much known about the religious life and spiritual concerns of the 
brothers belonging to the orders. The topic was the subject of a recent colloquium76, 
and the ideas about the crusades have also been given a certain amount of attention 
in recent years77, so that important discoveries can be expected in the future. Studies 
in these areas, as of yet not very advanced, are crucial to understanding knightly 
philosophy and the reasons that led them not only to their profession of faith, but 
also to how they conceived of their mission and came to accept that the service of 
God could become entangled with that of the king and the ideals of chivalry78. An 
analysis of these processes would definitely result in a better understanding of the 

na composição de Portugal, doctoral thesis submitted to the FL-UC, Coimbra, 2009, pp. 421-443, 503-523. 
Perhaps to these can be added the case of Sines (TRINDADE, Maria Luisa, Urbanismo..., pp. 471-490), and 
also those of Coina and of Sesimbra (OLIVEIRA, José Augusto, Na Península de Setúbal, em finais da Idade 
Média: organização do espaço, aproveitamento dos recursos e exercício do poder, doctoral thesis submitted to 
the FCSH-UNL, Lisbon, 2008, pp. 144-163), towns of the Order of Saint James.

73 Cf. COSTA, Paula Pinto, “A Ordem Militar do Hospital em Portugal: Dos finais da Idade Média à 
Modernidade”..., pp. 87-90.

74 Cf. GAMEIRO, Odilia “Sociologia e geografia do culto medieval dos Santos Mártires de Lisboa”, in 
KRUS, Luís, OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, FONTES, João Luís (coords), Lisboa Medieval. Os rostos da cidade, Lisbon, 
Livros Horizonte, 2007, pp. 371-387; OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, “O mosteiro de Santos, as freirás de Santiago..., 
pp. 429-436; PICOITO, Pedro, “Os Sete Mártires de Tavira. História de um culto local”, in JORNADAS DE 
HISTÓRIA DE TAVIRA, V Jornadas de História de Tavira. Actas, Tavira, Câmara Municipal de Tavira, 
2006, pp. 52-70; PEREIRA, Maria Teresa Lopes, “O Santuário de Santa Maria dos Mártires de Alcácer do Sal 
(Séculos XIII-XVI), in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria 
entre 0 Ocidente..., pp. 635-676.

75 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres..., pp. 197-198.
76 Cf. FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares e Religiosidade. Homenagem ao 

Professor José Mattoso, Palmeia, GEsOS - Gabinete de Estudos sobre a Ordem de Santiago / Câmara Municipal 
de Palmeia, 2010, For a description of this, see OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, and FONTES, João Luís, “9o Curso 
sobre Ordens Militares e Religiosidade em Palmeia”, Medievalista [online], yr. 5, no. 6, Jul. (2009), available at: 
www2.fcsh.unl.pt/iem/medievalista/MEDIEVALISTA6/medievalista-oliveira-fontes.htm

77 Amongst others, see KRUS, Luís, A Concepção Nobiliárquica do Espaço Ibérico (1280-1380), Lisbon, 
FCG / JNICT, 1994, pp. 115, 120-121, 137-142, 298-299; FONSECA, Luís Adão, A Cruzada, a Paz e a Guerra 
no Horizonte da Nova Europa do século XI, Oporto, 1998; PEREIRA, Armando, “Guerra e santidade: O 
cavaleiro-mártir Henrique de Bona e a conquista de Lisboa”, Lusitânia Sacra, t. 17 (2005), pp. 15-38; COSTA, 
Paula Pinto, and PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “A cruzada e os objectives fundacionais das Ordens Religioso- 
-Militares em Portugal”, Revista Portuguesa de História, no. 40 (2009), pp. 73-84.

78 For an analysis of this process, see JOSSERAND, Philippe, “‘In servitio Dei et domini regis’. 
Les Ordres Militaires du royaume de Castille et la défense de la Chrétienité latine: frontières et enjeux de 
pouvoir (XII-XIV siècles)”, in AYALA, C. de, BURESI, P., and JOSERRAND, Philippe (coords.), Identidad y 
representación de la frontera en la Espana medieval (siglos XI-XIV}, Madrid, Casa de Velásquez, 2001, pp. 89- 
-111; JOSSERAND, Philippe, “Itinéraires d’une rencontre: les ordres militaires et l’idéal chevaleresque dans la 
Castille du Bas Moyen Age (XIII-XV siècle)”, in SANCHEZ, J. P., L’Univers de La Chevalerie en Castille (fin du 
Moyen Age - début des temps modems), Paris, Éditions du Temps, 2000, pp. 77-103.
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institutional evolution of the military orders and, above all, of the importance of 
their reform from the end of the fourteenth century onwards79.

Although these are institutions that made war in the name of God, or for 
love, as was said, and geared towards male vocations, the women who formed part 
of the military orders, or who chose to make their professions of faith with them, 
should not be forgotten. The only data available relate, however, to the nuns of Saint 
James and to the monastery of Santos80, the only female convent of the military 
orders until the end of the Middle Ages. Not everything is clear, however. It would 
be useful to learn more about the establishment of the convent and its relation with 
the comenda of Santos, and to define more precisely how the nuns were recruited, 
and the importance and role of the secular nuns within the order and convent life. 
Data are very scarce for other orders, and there are only scattered items for a few 
familiares and nuns of the Templar and Hospitaller orders81, and nothing is known 
about the Order of Avis. This should therefore become a focus of research, as there 
are presently insufficient data to assess the importance of the female vocations.

Older, previously studied, aspects could also benefit considerably from being 
reconsidered. That has certainly at least been the case with two recent studies, one on 
conflict management in the Setúbal peninsula, and the other involving a re-reading 
of the donation of Belver to the Hospitallers82. Research into thirteenth century 
royal enquiries could also be reconsidered, less for studying the issues of land 
ownership, than for scrutinising the motives of donors, especially the smaller ones, 
in order to reconstruct the communities built around the friars and their homes. 
This could even lead to a reconsideration of the problem, once much discussed83, of 

79 Cf. OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres.., pp. 72-76, 276, 279-280; VENTURA, Margarida 
Garcez, “Uma reforma para a Ordem de Cristo: breves notas a propósito dos estatutos de D. João Vicente”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens militares. Guerra..., vol. 1, pp. 273-287.

80 Cf. MATA, Joel, A Comunidade Feminina da Ordem de Santiago: A comenda de Santos na Idade 
Média...; IDEM, “As religiosas do hábito de Santiago: origem e problemas”, in 2o Congresso Histórico de 
Guimarães. Actas do Congresso, vol. 5, Guimarães, 1996, pp. 109-116; OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, “O mosteiro de 
Santos, as freirás de Santiago...” pp. 429-436; OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, “Uma barregã régia, um mercador de 
Lisboa e as freirás de Santos”, in KRUS, Luís, OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, and FONTES, João Luís (coords), Lisboa 
Medieval. Os rostos..., pp. 182-196.

81 Cf. VALENTE, José, Soldiers..., pp. 162, 299; FERNANDES, Mara Cristina, A Ordem do Templo..., 
pp. 269, 272,318, 329; COSTA, Paula Pinto, A Ordem Militar do Hospital..., pp. 39, 200, 223.

82 Cf. OLIVEIRA, José Augusto, ”A gestão de conflitos entre concelhos da Ordem de Santiago: o caso de 
Sesimbra e Setúbal”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria 
entre 0 Ocidente..., pp. 735-745; COSTA, Paula Pinto, and BARROCA, Mário, “A doação de Belver à Ordem do 
Hospital por D. Sancho I. Leitura e contextualização do documento de 1194”, ibid., pp. 679-714.

83 Cf. TAROUCA, Carlos Silva, “As origens da Ordem..., pp. 25-39; AZEVEDO, R. Pinto de, “As origens 
da Ordem de Évora..., pp. 233-241; TAROUCA, Carlos Silva, “Primórdios da Ordem Militar de Évora..., 
pp. 43-62; OLIVEIRA, Miguel de, “A milícia de Évora e a Ordem de Calatrava”, Lusitania sacra, t. 1, (1956), 
pp. 51-64; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “Calatrava em Portugal: notas para uma revisão”, in MADRID 
MEDINA, A., and VILLEGAS DIAZ, L. (coords.), El nacimiento de la Orden de Calatrava. Primeros tiempos 
de expansion (siglos XII-XIII), Ciudad Real, Instituto de Estudios Manchegos, 2009, pp. 189-204.
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the origins of the friars of Évora, in the light of studies on the military brotherhoods 
of the twelfth century84, particularly those which were organised around the main 
monastic houses. It would also be interesting to deepen the analysis already carried 
out concerning the relationship between the orders and the crown during the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries85. The more spectacular occurrences during the reign of 
King Dinis86 should not lead us to forget the previous initiatives, nor the influences 
stemming from across the frontier. It is always good to remember, after all, that the 
Order of Cristo closely followed the national model adopted by the Order of Santa 
Maria of Spain and that it also chose for its main centre a town located on the limits 
of the kingdom, near the maritime border with the land of the Moors87.

84 Cf. BÉRIOU, Nicole, and JOSSERAND, Philippe (dirs.), Prier et Combattre. Dictionnaire européen 
des ordres militaires au Moyen Âge, Paris, Fayard, 2009, s. v. “Confréries Militaires”; CARRAZ, Damien, 
“Precursors and Imitators of the Military Orders: Religious Societies for defending the faith in the Medieval 
West (11th to 13th Centuries)”, Viator. Medieval and Renaissance Studies, vol. 41, no. 2 (2010), pp. 91-111.

85 See MARQUES, José, “Os castelos algarvios da Ordem de Santiago no reinado de D. Afonso III”, 
Caminiana, yr. 8, no. 13 (1986), pp. 9-32; CUNHA, Maria Cristina, “A ordem de Avis e a Monarquia Portuguesa 
até ao final do reinado de D. Dinis”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, 2nd ser., vol. 12 (1995), pp. 112- 
-123; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “A Ordem do Hospital no primeiro século da Nacionalidade”, 2° Congresso Histórico 
de Guimarães..., vol. 5, pp. 97-107; AYALA MARTINEZ, Carlos, “Las ordenes Militares y los processos de 
afirmación monárquica en Castilla y Portugal (1250-1350)”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, 2nd ser., 
vol. 15 (1998), pp. 1279-1312; VILAR, Herminia Vasconcelos, “Arquivo, propriedade e guerra: Afonso II e as 
Ordens Militares”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria 
entre 0 Ocidente..., pp. 715-734.

86 Amongst others, see LOMAX, Derek W, “El Rey Don Dinis..., pp. 477-487; CUNHA, Mário Sousa, “A 
quebra da unidade santiaguista..., pp. 393-405; AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, “La Escisión de los Santiaguistas..., 
pp. 53-69; CUNHA, Maria Cristina, “A Eleição do Mestre de Avis..., pp. 103-122; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “D. Dinis 
e a Ordem do Hospital: dois poderes em confronto”, in Actas da II Semana de Estúdios Alfonsies, Porto de Santa 
Maria, 2001.

87 Concerning the Order of Santa Maria of Spain, set up in 1272 and located in Cartagena, see AYALA 
MARTÍNEZ, Carlos, Las órdenes militares..., pp. 108-112; JOSSERAND, Philippe, Église et Pouvoir..., 
pp. 620-625; TORRES FONTES, Juan, “La Orden de Santa Maria de España”, Miscelánea Medieval Murciana, 
vol. 3, (1977), pp. 75-118.
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Military orders in the fifteenth century

1. The chronological limits of the fifteenth century: 1385-152111551

Bibliographical reflection on the military orders from the end of the Middle Ages to 
the fifteenth century involves reflection on the chronological limits being considered. 
As is well known, chronology in itself does not bring coherence to the phenomena 
inserted in its depths, making it necessary to adjust and explain the temporal limits 
of the theme in question - in the present case, that of the military orders in Portugal.

For a life cycle of these institutions that, as a point of departure, can be fixed 
between the 1380s and the beginning of the sixteenth century, we should focus both on 
the history of the orders themselves and on how the monarchy understood their role. In 
Portugal during the 1380s, one may observe changes in the leadership of these militiae 
that, due to their effects, allow us to pre-date the beginning of the 1400s to the final 
quarter of the previous century. Another perspective might locate these transformations 
in the reign of King João I, when the king asked the Pope to transfer the government 
of the orders to the princes, making them the administrators and the militias into 
instruments of government. Though this strategy was enacted only between 1418 and 
143488, it reflected earlier policies, first initiated by King Dinis, and strengthened during 
the 1380s when the masters’ bonds to the monarch were reinforced.

With regard to the sixteenth century, similar problems arise when considering 
the end of the fifteenth century cycle. Here, too, the criteria vary. If one considers the 
reign of King Manuel (who died in 1521) as an acceptable option in the context of the 
history of Portugal, the historical evolution of the orders themselves prolongs the cycle 
until 1551, when the masterships were incorporated within the crown89. In reality, this 
latter option appears the most appropriate, considering that the analysis of the internal 
life of these institutions, in the first half of the 1500s, does not significantly alter what 
is known for the earlier period.

2. The state of the art in the mid-20th century and the importance of the 80’s.

From the historiographical point of view, the works of Derek Lomax, published in 

88 COSTA, Paula Pinto, PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, and SILVA, Isabel Morgado Sousa e, “Prerrogativas 
Mestrais e Monarquia: as Ordens Militares Portuguesas na Baixa Idade Média”, in GONZÁLEZ JIMÉNEZ, 
Manuel, and ROMERO-CAMACHO, Isabel Montes (eds.), La Peninsula Ibérica entre el Meditteráneo y el 
Atlántico. Siglos XIII-XV, (proceedings of the “V Jornadas Luso-Espanholas de História Medieval”, Cádiz 1-4 
Apr. 2003) Cádiz, Diputación de Cadiz / Sociedad Española de Estudios Medievales, 2006, pp. 589-595.

89 OLIVAL, Fernanda, As Ordens Militares e o Estado Moderno. Honra, Mercê e Venalidade em Portugal 
(1641-1789), Lisbon, Estar Editora, 2001.
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1975/7690, constitute a very useful contribution to understand the evolution in the 
treatment of this subject. This research and synthesis was later updated, in various lists91. 
In analysing these texts, there is a prominent difference represented by the 1980s, not just 
in the number of published titles, but also in methodological renovation and thematic 
diversity. The first step was taken in 1982 with Luís Adão da Fonseca’s Condestável 
D. Pedro de Portugal92. This study, centred on the figure of Counstable Pedro, governor 
of the Order of Avis (between 1444 and 1466), underlined the importance of the orders 
within Portuguese history. This first contact with the documentation effectively gave 
birth to a line of research on the military orders, undertaken at the Faculdade de Letras 
of the University of Oporto, along with the first master’s degree course devoted to the 
Middle Ages. This course dedicated a seminar to these institutions, which resulted, 
during its first phase, in the writing of eight dissertations93. In this context, conditions 
were established to organise a survey of the documental corpus of the military orders in 
Portugal and to follow up on the works already undertaken, especially those published 
by scholars. From this, it became possible to move on to more ambitious studies. By the 

90 LOMAX, Derek W., “La historiografía de las Órdenes Militares en la Península Ibérica (1100-1550)”, 
Hidalguía, no. 23 (1975), pp. 711-724; IDEM, “Las Órdenes Militares en la Península Ibérica durante la Edad 
Media”, Repertorio de Historia de las Ciencias Eclesiásticas en España, Salamanca, no. 6 (1976), pp. 9-109.

91 PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, and SILVA, Isabel Morgado, “As Ordens Militares na Idade Média 
Peninsular. Portugal: alguns contributos para a elaboração de uma bibliografia”, Medievalismo. Boletín de la 
Sociedad Española de Estudios Medievales, yr. 3, no. 3 (1993), pp. 102-144, available at: www.medievalistas. 
es/revista/M_3/Completo.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010). In this work, the Portuguese collaboration in the 
bibliographical updating consisted, furthermore, of the presentation of a list of Portuguese titles, prior to 
1975, that were not part of the one put together by Lomax. Other lists that may be usefully consulted include: 
AYALA MARTINEZ, Carlos (coord.), “Las Órdenes Militares en la Edad Media peninsular. Historiografía 
1976-1992. Corona de Aragón, Navarra y Portugal”, Medievalismo. Boletín de la Sociedad Española de Estudios 
Medievales, no. 3 (1993), pp. 87-144; ÁVILA GIJÓN, Juan d’, “La bibliografia de la Orden Militar de Cristo 
(Portugal). Del manuscrito al soporte electrónico”, Via Spiritus, vol. 9 (2002), pp. 349-428, available at: http:// 
ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/3486.pdf  (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); COSTA, Paula Pinto, “The Military Orders 
established in Portugal in the Middle Ages: A Historiographical Overview”, e-Journal of Portuguese History, 
vol. 2, no. 1, Summer (2004), available at: www.brown.edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/ 
ejph/html/issue3/pdf/ppcosta.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010). One may also see, FONSECA, Luís Adão da 
(coord.), et al., “Apresentação - As Ordens Militares em Portugal”, available at: www.modernal.ih.csic.es/ 
oomm/PORTUGAL.htm (accessed 1 Nov., 2010). Integrated into the Repertoire OOMM - Bibliografia de 
las Órdenes Militares en la Edad Moderna, maintenance by Francisco Fernández Izquierdo (Departamento 
de Historia Moderna, Instituto de Historia, CSIC), database available at: www.modernal.ih.csic.es/oomm/ 
default.htm (accessed 1 Nov., 2010). A comparative reading could be based on JOSSERAND, Philippe, “Les 
ordres militaires dans les royaumes de Castille et de León. Bilan et perspectives de la recherche en histoire 
médiévale”, Atalaya, no. 9 (Administrer et convaincre au Moyen Âge, octobre 1998), available at: http:// 
atalaya.revues.org/index78.html (accessed 1, Nov. 2010).

92 FONSECA, Luís Adão da, O Condestável D. Pedro de Portugal, see footnote 30, above.
93 From this set are selected those that fall within the chronological period of this text: BARBOSA, 

Isabel Maria de Carvalho Lago, A Ordem de Santiago em Portugal nos finais da Baixa Idade Média (Normativa 
e prática)... (see footnote 33); MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, A Comunidade Feminina da Ordem de Santiago: a 
Comenda de Santos na Idade Média, (see footnote 33); PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “A Ordem Militar de Avis 
(durante o Mestrado de D. Fernão Rodrigues Sequeira)”... see footnote 33; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de 
Sousa e, “A Ordem de Cristo sob o Mestrado de D. Lopo Dias de Sousa”... (see footnote 33); VASCONCELOS, 
António Maria Falcão Pestana de, “A Ordem Militar de Cristo na Baixa Idade Média. Espiritualidade, 
normativa e prática”... (see footnote 33).

http://www.medievalistas
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/
http://www.modernal.ih.csic.es/
http://www.modernal.ih.csic.es/oomm/
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end of the 1990s, eleven doctoral theses had been presented, centred both on political- 
-institutional enquiries, and on approaches related to the norm, the female community, 
the commanderies and the patrimony, as well as to the relationships with the nobility 
and art94. With the exception of one title devoted to the Order of the Temple95, all the 
other dissertations focussed on the late Middle Ages, usually extending until the mid- 
-sixteenth century, in an attempt to find coherent answers only evident over the long 
term. The latter also coincided with various master’s degree dissertations, presented 
during the first decade of the twenty-first century, with particular emphasis on the 
territorial and religious implantation and with the respective jurisdictions96.

94 COSTA, Paula Pinto, “A Ordem Militar do Hospital em Portugal: dos finais da Idade Média à 
Modernidade”... (see footnote 35); FERREIRA, Maria Isabel Rodrigues, A Normativa das Ordens Militares 
Portuguesas (séculos XII-XVI). Poderes, Sociedade, Espiritualidade, doctoral thesis submitted to the FL- 
-UL, Oporto, 2004; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, A comunidade feminina da Ordem de Santiago: a comenda 
de Santos em finais do século XV e no século XVI. Um estudo religioso, económico e social... (see footnote 
35); MENDONÇA, João Manuel de Morais Lamas Silveira, A Ordem de Avis revisitada (1515-1538). Um 
alheado entardecer, 2 vols., doctoral thesis submitted to the Lusíada University, Lisbon, 2007; OLIVEIRA, 
José Augusto, Na Península de Setúbal, em finais da Idade Média: organização do espaço, aproveitamento dos 
recursos e exercício do poder, doctoral thesis submitted to the FCSH-UNL, Lisbon, 2008; OLIVEIRA, Luis 
Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres e os Comendadores... (see footnote 29); PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “As Ordens 
de Avis e de Santiago na Baixa Idade Média. O governo de D. Jorge”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da (dir.), As 
Ordens de Avis e de Santiago na Baixa Idade Média. O governo de D. Jorge, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, 
vol. 5, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 2001, pp. 5-600; SEABRA, Maria Teresa da Silva Diaz de, 
A comarca da Aldeia Galega do Ribatejo (séculos XV e XVI), 2 vols., doctoral thesis submitted to the Lusíada 
University, Lisbon, 2008; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, “A Ordem de Cristo (1417-1521)”... (see 
footnote 25), pp. 5-503; SOUSA, Ana Cristina Correia de, “Tytulo da prata (...), do arame, estanho e ferro (...), 
latam cobre e cousas meudas ...” Objectos litúrgicos em Portugal (1478-1571), doctoral thesis submitted to the 
FL-UP, Oporto, 2010; VASCONCELOS, Antonio Pestana de, Nobreza e Ordens Militares. Relações sociais e de 
poder (séculos XIV a XVI), 2 vols., doctoral thesis submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2008, available at: http:// 
hdl.handle.net/10216/9376 (accessed 1 Nov., 2010).

95 FERNANDES, Maria Cristina Ribeiro de Sousa, A Ordem do Templo em Portugal (das origens à 
extinção)... (see footnote 37).

96 In the University of Oporto: ALMEIDA, Ema Maria Cardoso de, A mobilidade no âmbito da Ordem 
do Hospital: o caso de Portugal na Idade Média, master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2006; 
ALVES, Cristina Paula Vinagre, A propriedade da Ordem de Santiago em Palmeia. As Visitações de 1510 e de 
1534 (2004), Palmeia, Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 2011; BARREIRO, Poliana Monteiro, Uma visitação às 
igrejas da Ordem de Santiago: a vila de Setúbal nos alvores do século XVI, masters dissertation submitted to the 
FL-UP, Oporto, 2005; BASTO, Ana Carolina de Doménico de Avilez de, A Vila do Torrão segundo as visitações 
de 1510 e 1534 da Ordem de Santiago, master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2003; LUCAS, 
Isabel Maria Guerreiro Gonçalves Mendes Oleiro, As Ermidas da Ordem de Santiago nas Visitações de Palmeia 
do século XVI (2004), Palmeia, Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 2011; NETO, Dirceu Marchini, A Ordem do 
Hospital no Noroeste da Península Ibérica: privilégios e doações recebidos entre os séculos XII e XVI, master’s 
dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2010; NUNES, Duarte Gil Oliveira, A comenda de Noudar da 
Ordem de Avis no final da Idade Média, master’s dissertation submitted to the FL-UP, Oporto, 2010; RAMOS, 
Maria Regina Soares Bronze, As Igrejas de Palmeia nas Visitações do século XVI. Rituais e Manifestações de 
Culto, Palmeia, Câmara Municipal de Palmeia, 2011; SANTOS, Carlos Fernando Russo, A Ordem de Santiago 
e o papado no tempo de D. Jorge: de Inocencio Vili a Paulo III, Oporto, author’s edition, 2007. In the Nova 
University of Lisbon: COSTA, João Tiago dos Santos, Palmeia nos finais da Idade Média. Estudo do códice 
da visitação e tombo de propriedades da Ordem de Santiago de 1510, master’s dissertation submitted to the 
FCSH-UNL, Lisbon, 2010; COTA, Cristina Maria de Carvalho, A música no Convento de Cristo em Tomar: 
desde finais do séc. XV até finais do séc. XVIII, 2 vols., masters dissertation submitted to the FCSH-UNL, 
Lisbon, 2007; MEDEIROS, Maria Dulcina Vieira Coelho, O Infante D. João (1400-1442). Subsídios para urna 
biografia, master’s dissertation submitted to the FCSH-UNL, Lisbon, 1999.

hdl.handle.net/10216/9376
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Simultaneously, other institutions of a diverse nature began to get involved in 
these themes and to support these studies. The best example has been the “Encontros 
de Palmeia sobre Ordens Militares” (conference), first held in 1989. Over time, these 
meetings have come to feature as an international reference point, as seen in the 
growing number of participants from other countries, something clearly evident in the 
growing size of the proceedings97.

As for publications during the 1990s, one collection specialising in these topics 
stands out, namely, Militarium Ordinum Analecta98. Early volumes were, above all, 
devoted to the publication of academic dissertations, already mentioned in this text, 
but the more recent (while continuing to feature dissertations) have also included 
editions of documents relating to the military orders (such as the Livro dos Copos, 
and of the historiographical work of Jeronimo Román99), along with texts presented 
at scientific seminars100. Recently a dictionary has been published about the military 
orders in medieval European history, directed by Nicole Bériou and Philippe Josserand, 
containing all relevant information about military orders in Portugal, together with 
bibliographical support101.

97 PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal, Actas do 
Io Encontro... (proceedings of the 1st Conference on the Military Orders, 1989); FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina 
F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no Sul da Europa... (proceedings of the 
2nd Conference on the Military Orders, 1992); FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares, 
Guerra, Religião, Poder e Cultura... (proceedings of the 3rd Conference on the Military Orders, 1998); EADEM 
(coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria na Construção do Mundo Ocidental... (proceedings 
of the 4th Conference on the Military Orders, 2002); EADEM (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de 
Cavalaria entre o Ocidente e o Oriente... (proceedings of the 5th Conference on the Military Orders, 2006); 
Proceedings of the 6th Conference on the Military Orders, 2010 (forthcoming).

98 Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vols. 1 to 11, published between 1991 and 2009, by the Fundação Eng. 
António de Almeida, the Centro de Estudos da População, Economia e Sociedade (CEPESE) and the Livraria 
Civilização Editora. On this collection: COSTA, Paula Pinto, “Militarium Ordinum Analecta: Sources for the 
Study of the Religious-Military Orders. New approaches based on the written memory”... (see footnote 7).

99 COSTA, Paula Pinto (coord.), et al., Livro dos Copos, Vol. I, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da (dir.), Livro 
dos Copos, Vol. I, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vol. 7, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 2006; 
COSTA, Paula Pinto (coord.), et al., História das ínclitas Cavalarias de Cristo, Santiago e Avis de Fr. Jerónimo 
Román, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, 10, Oporto, CEPESE / Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, 2008. 
Also REGO, Francisco Xavier do, “Descrição geográphica, histórica e critica da vila e Real Ordem de Avis”, 
Cadernos de Divulgação Cultural [Cámara Municipal de Avis], yr. 1, no. 1, Nov. (1985), pp. 12-106.

100 For exemple, VV. AA., Comendas das Ordens Militares na Idade Média, Militarium Ordinum 
Analecta, vol. 11, Oporto, CEPESE / Civilização Editora, 2009 (indicated in the bibiography according to the 
authors of the different texts).

101 BÉRIOU, Nicole, and JOSSERAND, Philippe (dir.), Prier et combattre. Dictionnaire européen des 
Ordres Militaires au Moyeh Âge, Paris, Fayard, 2009 (various articles on the Portuguese Military Orders). A 
collaboration on a non-specific dictionary on this theme: FONSECA, Luís Adão da, “Ordens Militares”, in 
AZEVEDO, Carlos Moreira de (dir.), Dicionário de História Religiosa de Portugal, Lisbon, Círculo de Leitores, 
2001, vol. 3, pp. 334-345. Also: OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, “Ordens Militares”, in SOUSA, Bernardo Vasconcelos 
e (dir.), Ordens Religiosas em Portugal. Das Origens a Trento - Guia Histórico, Lisbon, Livros Horizonte, 2005, 
pp. 453-502.
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3. Importance given to the fifteenth century

In studies published about the military orders in Portugal during the medieval period, 
the fifteenth century occupies a core position. One can be sure that texts covering 
the early cycle of the history of these institutions are firmly based on indispensable 
knowledge of the documents, allowing study of their origins, institutional 
developments, territorial implantation, internal organisation and relations with other 
entities, such as the papacy, the episcopate, the monarchy and the municipalities. These 
themes are present in most of the dissertations mentioned earlier. However, whenever 
deeper reflection is required on the role of the orders in the wider conjuncture of the 
period, the later medieval times appear naturally as a favoured field of study.

After reading an important part of the bibliography published in recent years, 
one perceives that the end of the Middle Ages and the beginning of the early modern 
era, rather than simply continuing earlier times, presents itself as a promising field in 
which different questions raised. Prominent features are the interrelation of powers, 
especially with the monarchy, and the social origin of the friars. The theme, in itself, is 
not new, but the quantitative and qualitative alteration in the sources available allows 
the problems to be viewed in a completely different context102. If the relationship with 
the crown is more visible, the monarchy itself having favoured their settlement in the 
Portugal, involving them in its projects and endowing them in its patrimony, the less 
obvious social aspects have demanded a recourse to distinct work methodologies, as 
well as an exchange with other areas of knowledge, in which identical problems arise. 
This is the case, for example, with the history of the nobility.

The texts devoted to the relations between the monarchy and the orders are 
probably the most representative of the most recent Portuguese historiography103. The

102 FARINHA, Maria do Carmo Dias, and JARA, Anabela Azevedo, Mesa da Consciência e Ordens, 
Lisbon, Instituto Arquivos Nacionais - Torre do Tombo, 1997.

103 AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos de, Las Órdenes Militares Hispánicas en la Edad Media (siglos XI1-XV), 
Madrid, Marcial Pons, 2003; BARBOSA, Isabel Lago, “Mestre ou Administrador? A substituição dos Treze pela 
coroa na escolha do Mestre”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, 
poder e cultura, Actas do IIIEncontro...., vol. 2, pp. 223-229; COSTA, João Paulo Oliveira e, Henrique, 0 Infante, 
Lisbon, Esfera dos Livros, 2009; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “Algumas achegas para o estudo dos privilégios da Ordem 
do Hospital na Idade Média”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens 
Militares em Portugal e no Sul da Europa. Actas do II Encontro..., pp. 311-317; EADEM, “O Mediterrâneo e a 
Ordem de S. João”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da, and CADEDDU, Maria Eugenia (eds.) Portogallo Mediterraneo, 
Cagliari, Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche / Istituto sui rapporti italo-iberici, 2001, pp. 75-97; EADEM, “A 
Ordem de S. João em Portugal: traços da sua evolução medieval”, in MOLERÒ GARCÍA, Jesús, IZQUIERDO 
BENITO, Ricardo, and RUIZ GÓMEZ, Francisco (coords.), La Orden Militar de San Juan en la Península Ibérica 
durante la Edad Media, Actas del Congreso Internacional celebrado en Alcázar de San Juan, Alcázar de San Juan, 
Patronato Municipal de Cultura, 2002, pp. 223-247; EADEM, “A Ordem do Hospital em Portugal e em Aragão 
no século XV: estudo de um caso”, in CLARAMUNT RODRÍGUEZ, Salvador (coord.), El món urbà a la Corona 
d’Aragó del 1137 ais decrets de nova planta, (proceedings of the “XVII Congreso de Historia de la Corona de 
Aragon”), Barcelona, University of Barcelona, 2003, vol. 2, pp. 325-334; EADEM, “As adaptações das Ordens 
Militares aos desafios da ‘crise’ tardo-medieval”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, 3rd ser., vol. 5 (2004)
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pp. 143-154, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/2380.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); EADEM, “O 
poder régio e os hospitalarios na época de D. Manuel”, Camoniana [Bauru], 3rd series, no. 15 (2004), pp. 251-268; 
EADEM. “Ordens Militares e Fronteira: um Desempenho Militar, Jurisdicional e Político em Tempos Medievais”, 
Revista da Faculdade de Letras - Historia, 3rd ser., vol. 7 (2006), pp. 79-91, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/ 
uploads/ficheiros/3405.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); EADEM, “As Ordens Militares portuguesas na estruturação 
da fronteira”, in CADEDDU, Maria Eugenia, and MELE, Maria Grazia (eds.), Frontiere del Mediterraneo, Pisa, 
Edizioni ETS, 2006, pp. 61-76; EADEM, “Uma cultura de guerra aquém e além da fronteira: a Ordem do Hospital 
no contexto da batalha de Aljubarrota”, in COELHO, Maria Helena da Cruz, GOMES, Saúl Antonio, and 
REBELO, Antonio Manuel Ribeiro (coords.), A Guerra e a Sociedade na Idade Média (Actas das VI Jornadas 
Luso-Espanholas de Historia Medieval), Torres Novas, SPEM / Sociedad Española de Estudios Medievales, 2009, 
vol. 1, pp. 591-604; EADEM, Uma contenda entre a coroa e a Ordem do Hospital: estruturas de pesca no Rio Tejo 
(Publicação da sentença de 1417), Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vol. 8, Oporto, Fundação Eng. António de 
Almeida, 2007; EADEM, A presença dos Hospitalarios em Portugal, Gavião, Ramiro Leão, 2009; COSTA, Paula 
Pinto, and PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “A cruzada e os objectivosfundacionais das Ordens Religioso-Militares em 
Portugal”, Revista Portuguesa de Historia, t. 40 (2009), pp. 273-284; BARATA, Maria do Rosário Themudo, “A 
Mesa da Consciência”, in BARATA, Maria do Rosário Themudo, As regências na menoridade de D. Sebastião. 
Elementos para uma história estrutural, Lisbon, IN-CM, 1992, vol. 2, pp. 7-63; CUNHA, Maria Cristina, “A 
eleição do Mestre de Avis nos séculos 5ciII-XV”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, vol. 13 (1996), 
pp. 103-122, available at http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/2157.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010) [re-edited in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no sul da 
Europa, Actas do II Encontro..., pp. 373-392]; EADEM, Estudos sobre a Ordem de Avis (séc. XII-XV)... (vd. footnote 
11); CUNHA, Mário R. de Sousa, “O Infante D. João administrador da Ordem de Santiago. História de uma 
procuração”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal, 
Actas do I Encontro...pp. 171-180; DUTRA, Francis A., “Evolution of the Portuguese Order of Santiago, 1492- 
-1600”, Mediterranean Studies, vol. 4 (1994), pp. 63-72 (reprinted in IDEM, Military orders in the early modern 
Portuguese world: the orders of Christ, Santiago and Avis, Aidershot, Ashgate, 2006); FERREIRA, Maria Isabel 
Rodrigues, “A nova dinastia e o governo das Ordens Militares: uma estratégia de entendimento”, in COELHO, 
Maria Helena da Cruz, GOMES, Saul António, and REBELO, António Manuel Ribeiro (coords.), A Guerra e a 
Sociedade na Idade Média..., vol. 2, pp. 169-178; FERRO, Maria José Pimenta, “As doações de D. Manuel, duque 
de Beja, a algumas igrejas da Ordem de Cristo”, Do Tempo e da História, no. 4 (1971), pp. 153-172 [re-edited in 
Anuario de Estudios Medievales, no. 11 (1981), pp. 869-882]; FONSECA, Luís Adão da, “Algumas considerações 
a propósito da documentação existente em Barcelona respeitante à Ordem de Avis: sua contribuição para um 
melhor conhecimento dos grupos de pressão em Portugal em meados do século XV”, Revista da Faculdade de 
Letras. História, vol. 1 (1984), pp. 19-56, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/artigo3781.pdf 
(accessed 1 Nov., 2010) [re-published in VV. AA., Jornadas sobre Portugal Medieval, (Leiria, 1983) Leiria, Câmara 
Municipal de Leiria, 1986, pp. 276-311]; IDEM, D. João II, Lisbon, Círculo de Leitores, 2005, pp. 204-232; IDEM, 
“A Ordem do Hospital na Península Ibérica na Idade Média. O caso particular de Portugal”, in PELLETTIERI, 
Antonella (dir.), Alle origini dell’Europa Mediterranea. L’Ordine dei Cavalieri Giovanniti, Rome / Florence, CNR 
/ Casa Editice Le Lettere, 2007, pp. 123-134; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, “O Mosteiro de Santos sob a protecção 
régia (Séculos XIV/XV)”, in Poder e Sociedade, (procedings of the Jornadas Interdisciplinares) Lisbon, 
Universidade Aberta, 1991, vol. 1, pp. 303- 315; IDEM, “O poder político e a política dos poderes: as relações entre 
D. Manuel e as freirás da Ordem de Santiago”, in AMORIM, Norberta, PINHO, Isabel, and PASSOS, Carla 
(coords.), Ill Congresso Histórico de Guimarães D. Manuel e a sua época, vol. 1, Guimarães, Câmara Municipal 
de Guimarães, 2004, pp. 143-155; IDEM, “As relações entre o poder político e o Mosteiro de Santos na Baixa Idade 
Média: contexto e afinidades”, in GONZÁLEZ JIMÉNEZ, Manuel, and ROMERO-CAMACHO, Isabel Montes 
(eds.), La Península Ibérica entre el Mediterráneo y el Atlántico..., pp. 723-729; MAURÍCIO, Rui Paulo Duque, 
“Ordo Militaris e função real”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares 
em Portugal, Actas do IEncontro..., pp. 245-271; MORENO, Humberto Baquero, “Cartas de preito e menagem 
apresentadas pelos alcaides dos castelos fronteiriços do Alentejo, pertencentes à Ordem de Avis, ao condestável 
D. Pedro (1448-1449)”, Gaya [Vila Nova de Gaia], vol. 3 (1985), pp. 137-144; IDEM, “Os castelos da Ordem de Avis 
no século XV”, in COMISSÃO PORTUGUESA DE HISTÓRIA MILITAR, Actas do IV Colóquio. A História 
Militar de Portugal no séc. XIX, Lisbon, Comissão Portuguesa de História Militar, 1993, pp. 333-346 [re-published 
in Medievo Hispano: estudios in memorian del Prof. Derek W. Lomax, Madrid, Sociedad Española de Estudios 
Medievales, 1995, pp. 53-63]; IDEM, “As ordens militares na sociedade portuguesa do século XV: o mestrado de 
Santiago”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. Historia, vol. 14 (1997) pp. 65-89, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/ 
uploads/ficheiros/2076.pdf (accessed 1 Nov. 2010); IDEM, “O Infante D. Fernando, mestre da Ordem de 

http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/2380.pdf
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reasons are easily demonstrated. The fact that the orders were governed by members of 
the royal family, or close to them, in the case of the Hospitallers, and that some of their 
members had seats at court and held public offices of great importance in the king’s 
name, made the link between these two levels of power indestructible. The known 
documentation concerning the orders clearly reveals this connection, whether it is

Santiago”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em 
Portugal e no sul da Europa, Aetas do II Encontro sobre Ordens Militares..., pp. 325-343; IDEM, “O mestrado 
de Santiago no século XV”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, 
poder e cultura, Actas do III Encontro..., vol. 1, pp. 17-38; IDEM, “As Ordens Militares na sociedade portuguesa 
do séc. XV. O apogeu e a queda do Mestrado de Santiago”, in IZQUIERDO BENITO, Ricardo, and RUIZ 
GÓMEZ, Francisco (coords.), Las Órdenes Militares en la Península Ibérica, Cuenca, Ediciones de la 
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, 2000, vol. 1, pp. 773-796; OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, A Coroa, os Mestres e os 
Comendadores...; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “A Ordem de Santiago em Portugal”, Oceanos, no. 4 (1990), 
pp. 58-62; EADEM, “As Ordens de Avis e de Santiago no século XV: o antes e o depois de Alfarrobeira. Breve 
abordagem”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da, AMARAL, Luís Carlos, and SANTOS, Maria Fernanda (coords.), 
Os Reinos Ibéricos na Idade Média, Oporto, Livraria Civilização Editora, 2003, vol. 3, pp. 987-994; EADEM, 
“Calatrava em Portugal: notas para uma revisão da questão”, in MADRID MEDINA, Angela, and VILLEGAS 
DIAZ, Luís Rafael (eds.), El nacimiento de la Orden de Calatrava. Primeros tiempos de expansion (siglos XII- 
-XIII), Actas del I Congreso Internacional “850 Aniversario de la fundación de la Orden de Calatrava, 1158-2008, 
Ciudad Real, Instituto de Estudios Manchegos, 2009, pp. 189-204; EADEM, “As Ordens Militares de Avis e de 
Santiago e o rei D. Manuel I (1495-1521): algumas notas de reflexão”, Revista de las Órdenes Militares, vol. 6 
(2011), pp. 225-274; PONTE, Maria La Sálete da, “O Infante D. Henrique em Tomar”, Oceanos, no. 17 (1994), 
pp. 26-31; RODRÍGUEZ-PICAVEA, Enrique, Los monjes guerreros en los reinos hispánicos. Las Órdenes 
Militares en la Península Ibérica durante la Edad Media, Madrid, La Esfera de los Libros, 2008; SILVA, Isabel 
Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, “A Ordem de Jesus Cristo. Do mestrado de D. Gil Martins, à administração e 
governo do Infante D. Henrique”, Oceanos, no. 17 (1994), pp. 20-24; EADEM, “As relações luso-castelhanas na 
segunda metade do séc. XIV e os seus reflexos na Ordem de Cristo: análise de um caso sintomático”, in 
GONZÁLEZ JIMÉNEZ, Manuel (ed.), ROMERO-CAMACHO, Isabel Montes, and GARCÍA MARTINEZ, 
Antonio Claret (coords.), La Península Ibérica en la Era de los Descubrimientos 1391-1492 (Actas das III 
Jornadas Hispano-Portuguesas de Historia Medieval), vol. 2:1759-1769, Seville, Junta de Andalucia / University 
of Seville, 1997; EADEM, “D. Manuel, duque de Beja, governador da Ordem de Cristo, senhor dos arquipélagos 
atlânticos: uma estratégia de actuação (1484-1495)”, Africana, no. 6 - extra (2001), pp. 211-227; EADEM, “A 
Ordem de Cristo ao tempo de Alfarrobeira”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da, AMARAL, Luís Carlos, and 
SANTOS, Maria Fernanda (coords.), Os Reinos Ibéricos na Idade Média..., vol. 2, pp. 511-517; EADEM, “Uma 
dinâmica política concertada: D. Manuel, administrador da Ordem de Cristo e rei de Portugal”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do 
mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 327-341; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, and PIMENTA, 
Maria Cristina, “Política de Privilégio Joanina: confronto entre a Ordem de Cristo e a Ordem de Avis”, Revista 
de Ciências Históricas [Portucalense University], vol. 4 (1989), pp. 165-176; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado, “O 
Infante D. Henrique e a Ordem de Cristo”, in Catálogo da Exposição Henrique, o Navegador, Oporto, Câmara 
Municipal do Porto, 1994, pp. 205-207; EADEM, “O Infante D. Henrique Mestre da Ordem Militar de Jesus 
Cristo”, Mare Liberum, no. 7 (1994) pp. 9-22; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado, and PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, 
“As Ordens de Avis e de Cristo na Baixa Idade Média e a Monarquia Portuguesa: percursos de 
complementaridade”, in VV. AA., Estudos de Homenagem a Joaquim M. da Silva Cunha, Oporto, Fundação 
Universidade Portucalense Infante D. Henrique, 1999, pp. 805-824; SOUSA, João Silva de, “O Infante D. 
Henrique, primeiro administrador laico da Ordem de Cristo”, Boletim Cultural da Câmara Municipal de 
Tomar, 18th of March (1993), pp. 59-91; IDEM, “O Infante, a Covilhã e a Ordem de Cristo”, in ARAÚJO, 
Renata Malcher de (ed.), Estudos em Homenagem ao Prof. Doutor José Amadeu Coelho Dias, Oporto, FL-UP, 
2006, vol. 1, pp. 369-385, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/4421.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); 
TÁVORA, D. Luiz de Lancastre e (Marquis of Abrantes), “O Senhor D. Jorge”, Oceanos, no. 4 (1990), pp. 82-92; 
VIEGAS, Valentino, “A prisão do Mestre de Cristo pelos castelhanos”, in CENTRO DE HISTÓRIA DA 
UNIVERSIDADE DO PORTO, Actas das II Jornadas Luso-Espanholas de História Medieval, Oporto, Centro 
de História da Universidade do Porto, 1987, vol. 1, pp. 247-254.
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found in their immediate sources, or in various other documents of royal provenance.
One further fact stands out, as the orders themselves make clear in their 

preoccupation with preserving documents, in which this very tendency is evident. The 
need to perpetuate institutional memories characterised by this relationship is visible, 
for example, in the elaboration of some of their charters (e.g. the aforementioned Livro 
dos Copos104), as well as the way in which the militias select and organise their written 
records105. An identical message is engraved on the ceiling of the palace at Sintra, 
especially in the skilful manner in which the coats of arms were distributed according 
to the proximity to the crown of the different lineages, and where we observe those 
families with most members in the higher spheres of the orders106.

In some studies already accomplished, the inclusion of extensive lists of friars and 
people in some way connected to the militias constitutes a solid base for the study of 

104 See foonote 99.
105 CASTELO BRANCO, Manuel da Silva, “Pedro Alvares Seco”, Miscelânea Histórica de Portugal, no. 2 

(1982), pp. 31-52; IDEM, “O obituário do Real Convento de Cristo em Tomar”, Boletim Cultural e Informativo 
da Câmara Municipal de Tomar, no. 1 (1981), pp. 119-142; no. 2 (1981), pp. 109-128; no. 5 (1983), pp. 193-220; 
no. 6 (1983), pp. 191-228; IDEM, “Os livros de cartas dos reis de Portugal para o convento de Tomar (1519- 
-1590)”, Boletim Cultural da Câmara Municipal de Tomar, 14th of March (1991), pp. 125-141; CHORÃO, Maria 
José Mexia Bigotte, “O Livro de Matrícula dos Cavaleiros e Freires Professos da Ordem de Santiago”, Memória, 
no. 2 (1990), pp. 161-180; EADEM, “O cartório da Ordem de Santiago”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, 
Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal, Actas do I Encontro..., pp. 23-28; CHORÃO, Maria 
José Mexia Bigotte, “A Ordem de Santiago na Torre do Tombo”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and 
PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no sul da Europa, Actas do II Encontro..., 
1997, pp. 31-35; FONSECA, Luís Adão da, “A memória das Ordens Militares: o Livro dos Copos da Ordem 
de Santiago”, ibid., pp. 15-22; FONSECA, Luís Adão da, and PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “Frei Jerónimo 
Román, cronista das Ordens Militares”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as 
Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 21-33 [re-published with 
alterations and addenda, under the title of “Introdução. As Crónicas sobre as Ordens Militares Portuguesas de 
Jerónimo Román”, in COSTA, Paula Pinto (coord.), Historia das ínclitas Cavalarias de Cristo, Santiago e Avis 
de Fr. Jerónimo Román, Militarium Ordinum Analecta, vol. 10, Oporto, CEPESE / Fundação Eng. António de 
Almeida, 2008, pp. 7-20; GONÇALVES, Iria (org.), Tombos da Ordem de Cristo, vol. 1: Comendas a sul do Tejo 
(1505- 1509), Lisbon, Centro de Estudos Históricos da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 2002; GONÇALVES, 
Iria, and CONDE, Manuel Sílvio Alves (orgs.), Tombos da Ordem de Cristo, vol. 2: Comendas do médio Tejo 
(1504-1510), Lisbon, Centro de Estudos Históricos da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 2005; GONÇALVES, 
Iria (org.), Tombos da Ordem de Cristo, voi. 3: Comendas do Vale do Mondego (1508), Lisbon, Centro de 
Estudos Históricos da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 2006; EADEM (org.), Tombos da Ordem de Cristo, voi. 4; 
Comendas do Noroeste (1504-[a. 1510]), Lisbon, Centro de Estudos Históricos da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 
2008; EADEM (org.), Tombos da Ordem de Cristo, voi. 5: Comendas da Beira Interior Sul (1505), Lisbon, Centro 
de Estudos Históricos da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 2009; EADEM (org.), Tombos da Ordem de Cristo, 
voi. 6: Comendas da Beira Interior Centro (1508), Lisbon, Centro de Estudos Históricos da Universidade Nova de 
Lisboa, 2010; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, “A memòria do patrimònio, privilégios, direitos e garantias das donas 
da Ordem de Santiago (sécs. XIV/XV)”, in IZQUIERDO BENITO, Ricardo, and RUIZ GÓMEZ, Francisco 
(coords.), Las Órdenes Militares en la Península Ibérica..., vol. 1, pp. 1117-1131; IDEM, “Os livros de visitas 
quinhentistas das comendas da Ordem de Santiago”, in VV. AA., Comendas das Ordens Militares na Idade 
Média..., pp. 131-143; MENDONÇA, Manuela, “Documentos relativos às Ordens Militares na Chancelaria 
de D. Manuel. Tipologia e conteúdos”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, 
religião, poder e cultura, Actas do III Encontro..., vol. 1, pp. 79-90; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “Algumas 
reflexões sobre o fundo medieval da Ordem de Avis”, in IZQUIERDO BENITO, Ricardo, and RUIZ GÓMEZ, 
Francisco (coords.), Las Órdenes Militares en la Península Ibérica..., vol. 1, pp. 87-94.

106 FREIRE, Anselmo Braamcamp, Brasões da Sala de Sintra, vols. 1-3, Lisbon, IN-CM, 1996.
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their social profile, namely of the friars107. However, it was parallel developments in the 
study of nobility that allowed us to take the most daring steps forward in identifying 
the families and social networks in which these men were incorporated, as well as the 
relationships they maintained in the exercise of their functions108. Thus, it has recently 

107 COSTA, Paula Pinto, A Ordem Militar do Hospital em Portugal: dos finais da Idade Média à 
Modernidade...; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, A comunidade feminina da Ordem de Santiago: a comenda de 
Santos em finais do século XV..., PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, As Ordens de Avis e de Santiago na Baixa Idade 
Média. O governo de D. Jorge...; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, A Ordem de Cristo (1417-1521)...; 
VASCONCELOS, António Maria Falcão Pestana de, Nobreza e Ordens Militares. Relações sociais e de poder...

108 As more accomplished results, see: ALVES, Cristina Vinagre, “Contributos para o conhecimento da 
sociedade de Palmeia no século XVI: o caso dos foreiros da Ordem de Santiago”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina 
F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente e 0 Oriente, Actas do VEncontro..., 
pp. 827-845; BARROS, Maria Filomena Lopes de, “A Ordem de Avis e a minoria muçulmana”, in FERNANDES, 
Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, poder e cultura, Actas do III Encontro..., vol. 2, 
pp. 167-173; DUARTE, Luis Miguel, “Garcia de Melo em Castro Marim (a actuação de um alcaide mor no início 
do século XVI)”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, 5 (1988), pp. 131-149, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/ 
uploads/ficheiros/2106.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); DUTRA, Francis A., “Membership in the Order of Christ in 
the Sixteenth Century: Problems and perspectives”, Portuguese Studies, vol. 1 (1994), pp. 228-239 [reprinted in 
Military orders in the early modern Portuguese world...]; IDEM, “New Knights in the Portuguese Order of Santiago 
during the Mastership of Dom Jorge, 1492-1550”, eHumanista, vol. 2 (2002), pp. 105-160, available at: www. 
ehumanista.ucsb.edu/volumes/volume_02/index.shtml (accessed 1 Nov., 2010) [reprinted in Military orders in 
the early modern Portuguese world...]; IDEM, “Cavaleiros e comendadores e os capítulos gerais da Ordem de 
Santiago, de 1550 e 1564: estudo preliminar”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares 
as Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 703-714; GONÇALVES, 
Iria, “Homens e terras da Beira Interior sob controlo da Ordem de Cristo: a Aldeia de Meios no dealbar do século 
XVI”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente 
e 0 Oriente, Actas do V Encontro..., pp. 491-520; LÁZARO, Alice, Cavaleiros de Santiago senhores da Lagoalva. 
Os Anhaias, Leiria, Imagens & Letras, 2006; LOPES, Sebastiana Pereira, O Infante D. Fernando e a nobreza 
fundiária de Serpa e de Moura (1453-1470), Beja, Câmara Municipal de Beja, 2003; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, “A 
instituição familiar e o direito de herdar: o dote da freirá Joana de Lordelo (1499)”, Lusíada. Revista de Ciência 
e Cultura. Direito, 1st ser., nos. 1-2 (2000), pp. 105-127; IDEM, “As confrarias como espaço de sociabilidade. 
O exemplo das comendas da Ordem de Santiago na passagem da Baixa Idade Média para o século XVI”, in 
ASSOCIAÇÃO PARA A INVESTIGAÇÃO E DESENVOLVIMENTO SÓCIO-CULTURAL, Actas do 2° 
Congresso Internacional de Investigação e desenvolvimento socio-cultural, Póvoa do Varzim, AGIR, 2004, pp. 1-18; 
MENDONÇA, Manuel Lamas de, “Furtado de Mendonça portugueses. Um caso de ascensão social alavancada 
nas Ordens Militares”, in VV. AA., Comendas das Ordens Militares na Idade Média..., pp. 181-215; OLIVEIRA, 
Luís Filipe, “Fidalgos, cavaleiros e vilões: as Ordens Militares de Avis e de Santiago (1330-1449)”, ibid., pp. 145- 
-161; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “Uma sentença régia para Teresa Eanes, manceba de um comendador da 
Ordem de Avis”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal, 
Actas do I Encontro..., pp. 221-231; EADEM, “Outros legados do Príncipe Perfeito. Os Lencastre: uma família 
entre as Ordens Militares de Avis e de Santiago e a Corte de Quinhentos”, in HOMEM, Armando Luís de 
Carvalho, SOTTOMAYOR-PIZARRO, José Augusto de and COSTA, Paula Maria de Carvalho Pinto (eds.), 
Iberia Quatrocentos-Quinhentos. Livro de Homenagem a Luís Adão da Fonseca, Oporto, CEPESE / Livraria 
Civilização, 2009, pp. 263-289; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, and MENDONÇA, Manuel Lamas da Silveira de, 
“A quintã do paço do mestre, na Telhada (Alenquer)”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens 
Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente e 0 Oriente, Actas do VEncontro..., pp. 521-531; ROSA, Maria 
de Lurdes, “Em torno de Álvaro Vaz, cavaleiro de Santiago (m. 1513): um estudo das formas de estruturação das 
elites sociais intermédias”, ibid., pp. 187-245; SEIXAS, Miguel Metelo de, and GALVÃO-TELLES, João Bernardo, 
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been possible to interpret the assembled data with greater confidence. More than merely 
identifying the friars and their families, an area well explored and constantly updated, 
it has become important to broaden this study to their social and power networks. In 
particular, the analysis of the involvement of these institutions in overseas expansion is 
a good example of this theme’s potential109.

This broadening of the research horizons has also made possible, a revival of the 
interest in more specific areas of the military orders, as is the case of the commanderies. 
Traditionally seen as mere patrimonial topics providing, above all, income110, 

Homenagem ao Prof. Doutor José Amadeu Coelho Dias..., vol. 1, pp. 119-140, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/ 
uploads/ficheiros/4410.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); IDEM, “Os Mascarenhas, uma família da Ordem de Santiago”, 
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Militares. Algumas considerações em torno de uma linhagem”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As 
Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente e o Oriente, Actas do VEncontro..., pp. 247-258.
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IDEM, “As Ordens Militares na expansão portuguesa. Vice-reis e governadores da índia que, no séc. XVI, tiveram 
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de Cristo”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, poder e cultura, Actas do 
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pp. 287-304 [reprinted in Military Orders in the early modern Portuguese world...]; IDEM, “As Ordens Militares”, 
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Oceanic Navigations: From Piracy to Empire (Fifteenth to early Sixteenth Centuries)”, in UPTON-WARD, Judi 
(ed.), The Military Orders, 4 (On land and by Sea), Aidershot, Ashgate, 2008, pp. 63-73; JANA, Ernesto José Nazaré 
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História Missionação Portuguesa e Encontro de Culturas, (Lisbon, 1992) Braga, Universidade Católica Portuguesa 
I CNCDP / Fundação Evangelização e Culturas, 1993, vol. 3, pp. 423-439; MENDONÇA, Manuela, “As Ordens 
de Cristo e Santiago nos primórdios da Expansão Portuguesa (séculos XIV-XV)”, in BARATA, Maria do Rosário 
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not forgetting their respective urban and rural locations111, they have more recently 
also been considered as privileged areas for the exercise of power112, following the
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Silva Ferreira, “A Pesca e a Sociabilidade na Vila de Sesimbra nos primórdios do Século XVI”, Universidade 
Lusíada. Revista de Ciências Económicas e de Empresa, 1 st ser., no. 2 (2004), pp. 45-64; OLIVAL, Fernanda, “A 
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articulation between these fields of approach, as demonstrated by the proceedings of the 
“I Seminário Internacional sobre as Comendas das Ordens Militares”* 113. In the context 
of this seminar, the importance of these government structures was re-evaluated and, 
in the application of new methodologies, their diversified role was analysed in the 
general context of Southern Europe and the kingdom, as well as in their local sphere. 
An area of comparative history was thus opened, that although familiar in many other 
domains, had not so far been explored in relation to military orders in Portugal.

In fact, a double perspective may be indicated, as the commanderies were used 
both by the friars and their families, and by the monarchy that, at the end of the Middle 
Ages, deployed them within a framework of gratuities and honours with which it 
rewarded loyal subjects114. One of the more common sources in the Portuguese archives 
- the visitations - also endorses this reality. The multiplication of published editions 
(total or partial) of these sources115 has thus allowed their greater use by historians and 

Ordem de Santiago e o sal do Sado”, Oceanos, no. 4 (1990), pp. 93-96; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “El modelo 
de gestión en la Orden de Avis”, Cistercium, nos. 242-243, Jan.-Jun. (2006), pp. 137-165; SILVA, Isabel Luisa 
Morgado de Sousa e, “Concelho de Soure versus Ordem de Cristo: um processo de conflito nos finais do século 
XIV”, Revista de Ciências Históricas [Portucalense University], vol. 12 (1997), pp. 109-117; SILVA, Isabel Luisa 
Morgado de Sousa e, and PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “Castro Marim: uma comenda da Ordem de Cristo”, 
Cadernos Históricos [Lagos], vol. 3 (1992), pp. 62-93.

113 See footnote 100.
114 OLIVAL, Fernanda, As Ordens Militares e o Estado Moderno...; EADEM, “Norte de África ou índia? 

Ordens Militares e serviços (século XVI)”...; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, “As comendas novas 
da Ordem de Cristo no Entre Douro e Minho: alguns aspectos de vivência religiosa”, in I Congresso sobre a 
Diocese do Porto. Tempos e Lugares de Memória. Homenagem a D. Domingos Pinho Brandão, Oporto / Arouca, 
FL-UP, 2002, vol. 2, pp. 43-71; EADEM, “A Igreja e a Ordem de Cristo no primeiro quartel do século XVI: 
a criação das comendas novas”, in DEPARTAMENTO DE CIÊNCIAS E TÉCNICAS DO PATRIMÓNIO, 
and DEPARTAMENTO DE HISTÓRIA (eds.), Estudos em Homenagem ao Professor doutor José Marques..., 
vol. 2, pp. 249-261, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/4858.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); 
EADEM, “As comendas novas da Ordem de Cristo. Uma criação manuelina”, in VV. AA., Comendas das 
Ordens Militares na Idade Média..., pp. 105-117.

115 ANTUNES, Luis Pequito, “Visitações da Ordem de Santiago à vila de Aljezur (1482-1490)”, Espaço 
Cultural, no. (1987), pp. 51-70; IDEM, “Visitações da Ordem de Santiago a Aljezur e Odeceixe na primeira 
metade do século XVI”, Espaço Cultural, no. 4 (1989), pp. 65-85; BARBOSA, Isabel Maria Lago, “Regimentos de 
visitações da Ordem de Santiago em Portugal nos finais da Idade Média”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, 
Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal, Actas do IEncontro..., pp. 159-169; BARROS, Maria 
de Fátima Rombouts, BOIÇA, Joaquim Ferreira, and GABRIEL, Celeste, As Comendas de Mértola e Alcaria 
Ruiva: as Visitações e os Tombos da Ordem de Santiago, 1482-1607, Mértola, Campo Arqueológico de Mértola, 
1996; BATORÉO, Manuel, “Uma visitação do senhor D. Jorge à Ermida do Cabo Espichei e a pintura do Mestre 
da Lourinhã”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, poder e cultura, 
Actas do III Encontro..., vol. 2, pp. 365-372; CARMONA, Rosalina, Lavradio: a Igreja de Santa Margarida, 
1492-1569. Visitações e provimentos da Ordem Militar de Santiago, Lavradio, Junta de Freguesia do Lavradio, 
2004; CASTELO BRANCO, Manuel da Silva, “Visitações na Ordem de Cristo até finais do século XVI”, in 
FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no sul da 
Europa, Actas do IIEncontro..., pp. 407-430; CAVACO, Hugo, “Visitações”da Ordem de Santiago no Sotavento 
Algarvio (subsídiospara a História da Arte no Algarve), Vila Real de Santo António, Câmara Municipal de Vila 
Real de Santo António, 1987; CORRÊA, Fernando Calapêz, “Visitação da Ordem de Santiago à Vila de Faro 
em 1534”, Anais do Município de Faro, no. 24 (1996), pp. 101-129; CORRÊA, Fernando Calapêz, and VIEGAS, 
António, “Visitação da Ordem de Santiago ao Algarve, 1517-1518”, Revista Alulyã, no. 5 (1996); COSTA, João 
Tiago dos Santos, “As visitações da Ordens Militares (séculos XV-XVI) na historiografia medieval portuguesa. 
Estado da arte”, Revista Sapiens, no. 1, Jun. (2009), pp. 34-63, available at: www.revistasapiens.org/Biblioteca/ 
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scholars from other areas (specifically, the history of art). Up to a certain point, the 
repetitive way the visitações present their information, deriving from the normative 
principles that underlie them, becomes surprisingly suggestive of the purposes they 
pursued.

Another area has consisted of the analysis of the normative texts that guided 
the internal life of these institutions: Rules, Statutes, and Definitions. The published 
bibliography has favoured explanations of the origin and contextualisation of 
production of these texts, the way they expressed legal ties to convents outside Portugal, 
and their contribution to an understanding of the structure of the orders116. Such texts 

numerol/As_visitacoes_das_ordens_militares.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); DIAS, Mário Balseiro, Documentos 
medievais de Aldeia Galega do Ribatejo: 1235-1470, Montijo, author’s edition, 2000; IDEM, Visitações e 
provimentos da Ordem de Santiago em Aldeia Galega de Ribatejo vol. 1: (1486-1537), Montijo, author’s edition, 
2005; IDEM, Visitações e provimentos da Ordem de Santiago em Aldeia Galega de Ribatejo voi. 2: (1553-1571), 
Montijo, author’s edition, 2006; DIAS, Pedro, Visitações da Ordem de Cristo de 1507 a 1510. Aspectos artísticos, 
Coimbra, Coimbra Editora, 1979; ENCARNAÇÃO, Pedro, CABANITA, João, and MARTINS, Luisa, As 
visitações da Ordem de Santiago às igrejas do Concelho de Loulé no ano de 1534, Faro, Delegação Regional do 
Algarve / Secretaria de Estado da Cultura, 1993; HORMIGO, José Joaquim M., Visitações da Ordem de Cristo 
em 1505 e 1537, s. 1., author’s edition, 1981; LAMEIRA, Francisco I. C., and SANTOS, Maria Helena Rodrigues, 
Visitação de Igrejas algarvias. Ordem de São Tiago, Faro, ADEIPA, 1988; LEAL, Ana Sousa, and PIRES, 
Fernando, Alhos Vedros nas visitações da Ordem de Santiago, Documentos para a História de Alhos Vedros, 
2, Alhos Vedros, Comissão Organizadora das Comemorações do 480° aniversário do foral de Alhos Vedros 
/ Câmara Municipal de Alhos Vedros, 1994; MARQUES, José, “Aspectos culturais em visitações de Ordens 
Militares”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, poder e cultura, 
Actas do IIIEncontro..., vol. 2, pp. 11-28; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, “As visitações como fontes para o estudo 
das instituições políticas, sociais e religiosas”, Lusíada. Revista de Ciência e Cultura. Direito, 1st ser., nos. 1-2 
(2002), pp. 127-167; IDEM, “A visitação ao conselho de Coina em 1565”, Lusíada. Revista de Ciência e Cultura. 
Direito, 1st ser., nos. 1-2 (2003), pp. 101-117; OLIVEIRA, Luís Filipe, “Em demanda das visitações da Ordem 
de Santiago: as actas anteriores a 1468”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as 
Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 517-535; PEREIRA, Isaías 
da Rosa, “Visitações de Mértola de 1482”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), 
As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no sul da Europa, Actas do II Encontro..., pp. 345-371; PEREIRA, Maria 
Teresa Lopes, “O património móvel nas visitações de Alcácer durante o mestrado de D. Jorge (1492-1550)”, 
in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares as Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do 
mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 917-950; PINTO, Rui, “As visitações da Ordem de Santiago em 
Almada no século XVI”, Boletim da Sociedade de Geografia de Lisboa, vol. 119, nos. 1-12 (2001), pp. 171-223; 
SILVA, Germesindo, O Mestre de Santiago D. Jorge e as visitações ao lugar de Grandolla, s. 1., s.n., 1991; SILVA, 
Vitor Manuel Dias da, As visitações da Ordem de Santiago às igrejas, ermidas, capelas e confrarias. Concelho 
de Alhos Vedros e concelho da Moita (sécs. XV-XX). Breve comentário das histórias das freguesias do concelho 
da Moita, [Moita], author’s edition, 2008; VIEGAS, António José Guerreiro, “‘Visitação’ da Ordem de Santiago 
no padroado de Loulé em Janeiro de 1518”, Revista al-‘ulyã, no. 5 (1996), pp. 135-174.

116 BARBOSA, Isabel Maria Lago, “Um códice inédito dos Estabelecimentos de 1440 da Ordem de 
Santigo na Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto”, in CENTRO DE HISTÓRIA DA UNIVERSIDADE DO 
PORTO, Actas das II Jornadas Luso-Espanholas de História Medieval..., vol. 3, pp. 1197-1204; EADEM, 
“A normativa da Ordem de Santiago: uma memória peninsular”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and 
PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no sul da Europa, Actas do II Encontro..., 
pp. 65-70; EADEM, A Ordem de Santiago em Portugal nos finais da Baixa Idade Média...-, COSTA, Paula 
Pinto, “Norma e desvio na Ordem do Hospital”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras. História, vol. 3 (2002), 
pp. 49-62, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/2279.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); COSTA, 
Paula Pinto, and VASCONCELOS, António Pestana de, “Christ, Santiago and Avis: an approach to the rules 
of the Portuguese Military Orders in the Middle Ages”, in NICHOLSON, Helen (ed.), The Military Orders: 
Welfare and Warfare, 2, Aidershot, Ashgate, 1997, vol. 2, pp. 251-257; FERREIRA, Maria Isabel Rodrigues, A 
Normativa das Ordens Militares Portuguesas (séculos XII-XVI)...-, EADEM, “A documentação pontifícia: fonte 
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have been especially useful in understanding the power relationships in which the 
orders were placed. But one cannot overlook that we are dealing with a domain whose 
study is presented as fundamental to a fuller comprehension of what these institutions 
really were. In this sense, it constitutes a line of research that is far from being totally 
closed.

Finally, one should not forget that certain studies present wide ranging 
approaches117. Because some are geographically situated in very specific areas, 
they adopt a well-defined monographic approach118. Following this local focus, 

para o estudo da normativa das Ordens Militares”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens 
Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do mundo ocidental, Actas do IV Encontro..., pp. 35-67; 
FONTES, João Luís Inglês, “Cavaleiros de Cristo, monges, frades e eremitas: um percurso pelas formas de vida 
religiosa em Évora durante a Idade Média (séculos XII a XV)“, Lusitânia Sacra, t. 17, (2005), pp. 39-61; JANA, 
Ernesto José Nazaré Alves, “Fundamentos da nova Ordem de Cristo”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., 
and PACHECO, Paulo (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal e no sul da Europa, Actas do IIEncontro..., 
pp. 435-474; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “Os cavaleiros da Ordem de Avis na Baixa Idade Média. Algumas 
reflexões entre a norma e a prática”, Cister cium, nos. 246-247 (2007), pp. 159-188; REIS, António Matos, “A 
Ordem Militar de Avis, sob a égide de Cister: prática religiosa e espiritualidade do século XII ao século XV”, 
in VV. AA., II Congreso Internacional sobre el Cister en Galicia y Portugal, (proceedings) Ourense, s. n., 1998, 
pp. 595-612; VASCONCELOS, António Maria Falcão Pestana de, A Ordem Militar de Cristo na Baixa Idade 
Média...; VENTURA, Margarida Garcez, “Uma reforma para a Ordem de Cristo: breves notas a propósito dos 
estatutos de D. João Vicente”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares. Guerra, religião, 
poder e cultura, Actas do III Encontro..., vol. 1, pp. 273-287; WITTE, Charles-Martial de, “Une tempête sur le 
Couvent de Tomar (1558-1580)”, Arquivos do Centro Cultural Português, vol. 25 (1988), pp. 307-423.

117 ALBUQUERQUE, Martim de (coord.), Portugal and the Order of Malta. Aspects of Europe, Lisbon, 
Edições Inapa, 1998; COSTA, Fernando Lagos, “Acerca das Ordens Religiosas Militares em Portugal, sua 
importância geográfica”, in CENTRO DE ESTUDOS GEOGRÁFICOS, Livro de homenagem a Orlando Ribeiro, 
Lisbon, Centro de Estudos Geográficos, 1988, vol. 2, pp. 71-81; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “As Ordens Religioso- 
-Militares no Portugal Medieval”, in ARQUIVO DISTRITAL DE BRAGANÇA, A construção de uma identidade. 
Trás-os-Montes e Alto-Douro, catalogue of the exhibition held during the “III Congresso de Trás-os-Montes e 
Alto Douro”, Bragança, Arquivo Distrital de Bragança, 2002, pp. 79-82; CUNHA, Maria Cristina de Almeida 
e, “As Ordens Militares”, in MATOS, Maria Antonia Pinto de (coord.), Catálogo da Exposição Nos Confins da 
Idade Média, Arte Portuguesa, Séculos XII-XV, (Museu Nacional Soares dos Reis), s. 1., Secretaria de Estado da 
Cultura / Instituto Portugês de Museus, 1992, pp. 65-68; DUTRA, Francis A., Military orders in the early modern 
Portuguese world...; FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., and OLIVEIRA, Luis Filipe, “As Ordens Militares no 
reino de Portugal”, in NOVOA PORTELA, Feliciano, and AYALA MARTÍNEZ, Carlos de (coords.), As Ordens 
Militares na Europa Medieval, Lisbon, Chaves Ferreira, 2005, pp. 137-166; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, “Around 
a theme. The female community of the Order of St. James in Portugal: a journey from the late 15th century 
to the 16th century”, e-Journal of Portuguese History, vol. 6, no. 1, summer (2008), available at: www.brown. 
edu/Departments/Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/ejph/html/issuell/pdf/jmata.pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); 
PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, and MORGADO, Isabel, “Las Ordenes Militares en Portugal”, Informe Historia, 16: 
Las Ordenes Militares y Caballerescas en la Edad Moderna, yr. 20, no. 225 (1995), pp. 70-74; RESENDE, Conde 
de, “Sinopse histórica da Ordem de Malta”, Filermo, no. 2 (1993), pp. 21-34.

118 BRAGA, Paulo Drumond, Setúbal Medieval (séc. XIII a XV), Setúbal, Câmara Municipal de Setúbal, 
1998; CONDE, Manuel Sílvio Alves, Tomar Medieval. O espaço e os homens, Cascais, Patrimonia, 1996; 
CORREIA, Francisco, Aldeia Galega do Ribatejo: séculos XIII a XV, Montijo, Câmara Municipal do Montijo, 
2001; DAVEAU, Suzane, “Géographie historique du site de Coruche, étape sur les itinéraires entre Évora et 
le Ribatejo”, Revista da Faculdade de Letras, 5th ser., t. 2, pp. 115-135; DIAS, João José Alves, Paio de Pele: a 
vila e região do século XII ao XVI, Santarém, Assembleia Distrital, 1989; DIAS, Mário Balseiro, Monografia 
do Concelho de Alcochete (séculos XII- XVI), 2 vols., vol. 1: Administração, (Montijo, author’s edition, 2004), 
vol. 2: Economia (Alcochete, Câmara Municipal de Alcochete, 2009); FERREIRA. J. C. Lobato, Monografia da 
antiga vila de Belver, da Ordem de S. João do Hospital, Gavião, Câmara Municipal de Gavião, 1984; GOMES, 
Saul António, “A presença das Ordens Militares na região de Leiria (séculos XII-XV)”, in FERNANDES, Isabel 
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the relationship with the municipal authorities appears as a theme of interest to 
researchers119.

4. Forthcoming Studies

For the present, it has become evident that the studies on the military orders in the late 
Middle Ages have shown unparalleled growth, visible as much in the number of studies 
published as in the broadening of the range of aspects considered. Various themes, 
traditionally dealt with in a sporadic manner, have in recent years been the object 
of greater attention. Such is the case of spirituality and religiosity, in their different 
manifestations120, as well as the links with conventual houses situated beyond the 

Cristina F. (coord.), As ordens militares em Portugal e no Sul..., pp. 143-204; MENDONÇA, Manuela, “A vila 
de Alcácer do Sal no Século XV”, in MENDONÇA, Manuela, Cidades, Vilas e Aldeias de Portugal. Estudos de 
História Regional Portuguesa, Lisbon, Colibri, 1995, vol. 1, pp. 117-137; MENDONÇA, Manuela, “De Punhete 
a Constância. Percurso Histórico”, ibid., pp. 201-218; PEREIRA, Maria Teresa Lopes, Alcácer do Sal na Idade 
Média, Lisbon, Edições Colibri / Câmara Municipal de Alcácer do Sal, 2000.

119 CORRÊA, Fernando Calapez, “Um conflito institucional entre a câmara de Aljezur e a Ordem de 
Santiago em 1462”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em 
Portugal, Actas do Io Encontro ..., pp. 303-311; COSTA, Paula Pinto, “O couto de Leça e a cidade do Porto: 
momentos de oposição de dois poderes medievais”, in FONSECA, Luís Adão da, AMARAL, Luís Carlos, and 
SANTOS, Maria Fernanda (coords.), Os Reinos Ibéricos na Idade Média..., vol. 3, pp. 1223-1229; OLIVEIRA, 
José Augusto C. F. de, “A gestão de conflitos entre os concelhos da Ordem de Santiago: o caso de Sesimbra e 
Setúbal”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 
Ocidente e 0 Oriente, Actas do VEncontro..., pp. 735-745; SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de Sousa e, “Concórdia 
entre o ‘Mestre’ de Cristo e o Concelho de Tomar no século XV”, in PACHECO, Paulo, and ANTUNES, Luís 
Pequito (coords.), As Ordens Militares em Portugal, Actas do I Encontro..., pp. 273-301. At the level of the 
relations of the military orders with the municipal councils, important aspects for the chronology under 
study may be consulted in: PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, A Ordem de Avis durante 0 Mestrado de D. Fernão 
Rodrigues Sequeira...-, SILVA, Isabel Luisa Morgado de S. e, A Ordem de Cristo sob 0 Mestrado de D. Lopo Dias 
de Sousa...

120 BEIRANTE, Maria Ángela, “Um Santuário de Romaria no tempo da Expansão: Nossa Senhora da 
Atalaia (Montijo)”...; FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), Ordens Militares e religiosidade. Homenagem 
ao Professor José Mattoso...; FERRO, Maria José Pimenta, “A vigairaria de Tomar, nos finais do século XV”, 
Do Tempo e da História, no. 4 (1971), pp. 139-151 [re-published in Anuario de Estudios Medievales, vol. 11 
(1981), pp. 859-868]; JANA, Ernesto José Nazaré Alves, “A actuação dos priores da Ordem de Cristo durante 
o século XVI”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria na 
construção do mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 343-381; MATA, Joel Silva Ferreira, “O Mosteiro 
de Santos no contexto da espiritualidade medieval”, Revista de Ciências Históricas Universidade Portucalense 
Infante D. Henrique, vol. 18 (2003), pp. 77-86; IDEM, “A devoção e a memória do patrono da Ordem de 
Santiago nas suas comendas em finais do século XV e na primeira metade do século XVI”, in ASSOCIAÇÃO 
PARA A INVESTIGAÇÃO E DESENVOLVIMENTO SÓCIO-CULTURAL, I Congresso Internacional Sobre 
Etnografia, Póvoa de Varzim, AGIR, 2005, pp. 1-16; IDEM, “A persistência do ritual da morte nas comendas 
da Ordem de Santiago, na primeira metade do século XVI”, in ASSOCIAÇÃO PARA A INVESTIGAÇÃO E 
DESENVOLVIMENTO SÓCIO-CULTURAL, I Jornadas Internacionais Vestígios do Passado, Barcelos, 2005; 
IDEM, “A Religião e a Espiritualidade na Comenda de Sesimbra”, in DEPARTAMENTO DE CIÊNCIAS E 
TÉCNICAS DO PATRIMÓNIO, and DEPARTAMENTO DE HISTÓRIA (eds.), Estudos em Homenagem ao 
Professor doutor José Marques..., vol. 2, pp. 375-385, available at: http://ler.letras.up.pt/uploads/ficheiros/4865 . 
pdf (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); OLIVEIRA, Maria Leonor Ferraz de, “As Ordens Religiosas na Diocese de Évora 
1165-1540”, Medievalista [online], yr. 5, no. 7 (2009), available at: www2.fcsh.unl.pt/iem/medievalista/ 
MEDIEVALISTA7/medievalista-oliveira7.htm (accessed 1 Nov., 2010); PEREIRA, Maria Teresa Lopes, “O 
santuário de Santa Maria dos Mártires de Álcácer do Sal (séculos XIII a XVI)”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina
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national frontiers, and of the social expression of the family strategies of the members 
of the above mentioned militiae. In parallel, the history of art and architecture, in its 
multiple manifestations, along with archaeology, has warranted irrefutable interest in 
recent years, constitute promising fields that cannot be ignored121.

F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente e o Oriente, Actas do V Encontro..., 
pp. 635-676; PIMENTA, Maria Cristina, “As Ordens de Avis e de Santiago na Baixa Idade Média: Breves 
notas sobre a dimensão religiosa das Milicias”, in AMORIM, Norberta, PINHO, Isabel, and PASSOS, Carla 
(coords.), Ill Congresso Histórico de Guimarães D. Manuel e a sua época..., vol. 2, pp. 559-566; PIMENTA, 
Maria Cristina, and BARREIRO, Poliana Monteiro, “As Comendas enquanto espaço de enquadramento 
religioso”, in VV. AA., Comendas das Ordens Militares na Idade Média..., pp. 89-104; REIS, António Matos, “A 
Ordem Militar de Avis, sob a égide de Cister: prática religiosa e espiritualidade do século XII ao século XV”...; 
SILVA, Isabel Morgado de Sousa e, “‘Fazer a cura das almas’. A intervenção manuelina na Ordem de Cristo 
(breves reflexões em torno de)”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens Militares e as Ordens 
de Cavalaria entre 0 Ocidente e 0 Oriente, Actas do VEncontro..., pp. 809-826.

121 AFONSO, Luís, “A pintura mural das igrejas das ordens militares em torno de 1500. Primeiras 
impressões de uma abordagem iconográfica”, in FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.), As Ordens 
Militares e as Ordens de Cavalaria na construção do mundo ocidental, Actas do IVEncontro..., pp. 899-915; 
ANTUNES, Luis Pequito, “O Património construído da Ordem de Santiago”, Oceanos, no. 4 (1990), pp. 97- 
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Similarly, analysis of the economic dimension of the military orders, besides the 
study of their patrimony and income, in which a serious investment in cartography 
plays an important role, should be widened to a consideration of their commercial and 
financial interests, inside and outside the kingdom, without omitting their links to 
phenomena of social, political and diplomatic nature.

On the other hand, there are still areas insufficiently examined, that appear 
indispensible to a global knowledge of this theme. Among them, we highlight the areas 
of everyday social life, the problems in the concession of habits, and the organisation 
of the following processes of habilitação, the systematic surveying of insignia and 
symbols related to the identity of these institutions, without forgetting their expression 
in the domain of military history122.

Finally, a possible renewal of studies on the military orders could include the 
adoption of work methodologies from other areas (namely of the history of art, and 
archaeology) and the utilisation of later sources, especially important in representing 
the heritage constructed in earlier times.
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