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RAQUEL GEADA PAULINO (CONGRESS COORDINATOR)

University of Porto, Faculty of Architecture, Center for Studies in
Architecture and Urbanism (CEAU-FAUP), Porto, Portugal

The International Congress ‘AFFORDABLE HOUSING. THE 20TH CENTURY
LEGACY. Learning from the past. What future? Challenges and opportunities’
is an unigue moment of presentation of a set of knowledge syntheses and
an opportunity to contribute to scientific development by creating a platform
to stimulate debate around the problem of social housing. The theme of
the Congress has its backdrop in an extensive and diverse state-subsidized
housing heritage produced in Portugal over a period of more than six decades
that crossed different political frames — the First Republic, the Military
Dictatorship and Estado Novo — which became a field of research that was
extensively explored and led to proficient knowledge production, within the
framework of the research project 'Mapping Public Housing — A critical review
of the State-subsidized residential architecture in Portugal (1910-1974)".

From the housing problem in Portugal and the research developed, the
Congress is an opportunity to present the knowledge produced and to stimulate
debate, starting with the presentation of a set of outputs achieved, as well as
through the exploration of intersections with the international debate and
between different disciplinary fields, implicated and inseparable. On the one
hand, a diverse group of authors are invited, in the context of the research
they have been developing, to present their approach to the same theme in
different geographies, close to and distant from that of the Portuguese,
with which different cultural circumstances and times are associated in
order to confront them. On the other hand, we intend to call to the debate a
set of participants involved in the housing problem and in the management,
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