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Assessment criteria and selection decisions

Teresa Oliveira, Portugal & David Wilfiams, UK

It is one thing to operationalise job criteria and personal characteristics required, and yet
another to use them in final selection decisions! Evidence is presented from UK and Portuguese
case studies that, even where formal psychometric assessment is employed, personal
characteristics of managers and the company culture they represent are major factors in
decisions made by both selectors and applicants.

Keywords: staff-selection, decision-making, interview-data, psychometric-data, organizational
culture, organizational-climate

Assessing child Ianguage: An integrated
approach.

Maria Formosinho Simébes, Portugal

The traditional approach to child language evaluation was interested on clinical diagnosis
of the neurophysiological causes of linguistic disorder or retardation, and child linguistic
development was related to phonological and syntactic norms of an adult model. it became
common, at the end of the 50°s, for psychologists and speech therapists to make use of
standardized tools in order to make differential diagnoses and comparisons between groups.
If, at the 70’s, language evaluation was affected by the cognitivist approach to language
acquisition, by acquiringa wider scope, less exclusively directed towars syntax and phonetics,
~ new developments in sociolinguistics and pragmatics resulted in a greater value being placed
upon social and communicative aspects of language. A key notion to the clinical domain
is communicative competence, introduced by D. Hymes (1977), which highlights the need
for knowledge, not only of the language, but also of its uses in different social contexts. By
extending the concept of linguistics development, the focus of observation has been placed
upon the functional aspects of language, so that not only the grammatically of child discourse
is evaluated but also its appropriateness to the pragmatic demands of communication.
Therefore, we consider it necessary that child language testing procedures should become
integrated; this does not mean abandoning standardized methods, which have certain
advantages, but rather bringing together the formal and functional aspects.
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Language development assessed by the
Griffiths’ Hearing and Speech Scale and by
psycholinguistic measures: A comparison

S. L. Castro & I. Gomes, Portugal

The Griffiths Mental Development Scales are an assessment tool that offers the advantage
of providing not only an overall measure of development, but also a profile of the strengths
and weaknesses of a child. One of the five scales it comprises bears directly to language,
the Hearing and Speech scale. We examine here whether the score on this scale can be useful
for the early diagnosis of slow or impaired language development in preschool children. For
this purpose, we compare the results on this scale with standard psycholinguistic measures
of language development. Forty-seven children were observed at the age of four years; 23
were judged by their kindergarten teacher as ‘with-language difficulties’, and 24 as “without
language difficulties’. All children were observed on the Griffiths Scales (particular attention
was given to the Hearing and Speech Scale that we adapted to Portuguese) and on a standard
play situation with a familiar adult, that was videotaped and later transcribed using CHAT.
The transcripts were subsequently analyzed with CLAN for vocabulary size, MLU and
morphological errors. Children classified ‘with language difficulties’ scored on average
more poorly than their peers on the Hearing and Speech Scale and on the psycholinguistic
measures. However, individual variability was large, namely in the Griffiths Scale. We
discuss the discrepancies in the results from both types of measures, and try to elucidate
the costs and benefits associated with each assessment strategy.

Keywords: language development, preschool children, language impairment, .European
Portuguese

Neurocognitive assessment of sentence
comprehension in children and adults

. Gomes & S. L. Castro, Portugal

The assessment of verbal skills plays an important role both in research and practice. We
approach verbal skills from a neurocognitive perspective. According to this view, language
is a complex system of processing components that have a neural basis. An assessment of
language should elucidate the particular components of the system. Sentence comprehension
was examined in this study, using a subset of tests from an English neuropsychological
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battery that we adapted to the Portuguesc language. Five tests from PALPA (Psycholinguistic
Assessments of Language Processing in Aphasia) were selected. Comprehension of spoken
or written sentences was assessed by picture matching. Two tests assess the comprehension
of locative relations (auditory and written versions). Another two assess the command of
syntax; the sentences are controlled in terms of psycholinguistic variables like reversibility,
gapped subject/object and converse relations. Comprehension of the verbs and adjectives
used in the previous tasks was assessed in the fifth test. These tests were applied to eighty
kindergarten children, four groups of school-age children from the 1st to the 4th grade, and
two groups of aduits, with 4 or 9 years of schooling, respectively (40 participants per group).
Results show an effect of age and of schooling in some aspects of sentence comprehension.
Implications for the assessment of sentence comprehension and language will be discussed.

Keywords: sentence comprehension, neuropsychological assessment, psycholinguistic tasks,
children, adults, language processing

A tool for the assessment of articulation in
European Portuguese: The CPUP test

S. L. Castro, S. G. Vicente, |. Gomes & S. Neves, Portugal

Articulatory abilities are an important source of information for the diagnosis of developmental
speech and language disorders. An accurate assessment of articulatory abilities must take
into account the phonetic features and phonological structure of the language being acquired
by the child. We present a tool for the assessment of articulation in 2- to 7-year-old children
speaking European Portuguese. It consists of a picture naming task where the spontaneous
production of target sounds embedded in words is observed. Preliminary studies led to the
selection of 42 stimulus words and pictures that are easily recognised and named by children.
The words contain the complete set of consonant and vowel phonemes of standard European
Portuguese, as well as major consonant clusters and diphthongs. Position of target phonemes
and the phonotactics of syllable structure were also taken into account. Female and male
children aged 2 to 7 years of high to low SES (n = 394, six age groups roughly balanced
in terms of sex and SES) were observed. Resuits show that the task is sensitive to an
increasing mastery of articulation with age; ceiling and bottom effects were not a major
problem. Because this task proved its merits for the assessment of articulation, we named
it “CPUP Articulation test: Phones in Words’ (research version). A test-retest reliability
study and a validity study are currently in progress.

Keywords: articulation, pre-school children, school children, European Portuguese
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Personality profile of dyslexic children using
the fairy tale test

Carina- Coulacoglou, Maria Soulyoutzoglou & Anastassia Atsarou, Greece

The FTT is a projective test for children based on material from classic tales such as Little .
Red Riding Hood and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. This test was standardized on
a sample of 800 non referred Greek children aged 8-12 years. It consists of 21 pictures
(colored and black and white} which are administered to the child in sets of three at a time..
This test measures a large number of personality variables such as different types of aggression,
fear of aggression, oral needs, desire for superiority, desire for material things, ambivalence,
need for affiliation, anxiety and many more. : , :

The FTT was administered to a group of 50 children aged 8-12 years with the- diagnosis
of dyslexia according to DSM IIIR and compared to a sample of 50 «normal» children of
the same ages. From the quantitative analysis of results the personality variables that
distinguish these children from the normal sample are self esteem, need for affiliation, orai
needs and anxiety. The study of defense mechanisms and the nature of anxieties was part
of the qualitative analysis of results and will be discussed.

Keywords: Fairy Tale Test, projective téchniques, ‘personality assessment, dyslexia, children

Guidelines for the Assessment Process (GAP)

Rocio Ferndndez-Ballesteros (Chair), Spain, E.E.J. de Bruyn, J. ter Laak, V. Voss,-
The Netherlands, H. Westmeyer, L. F. Hornke, Germany, A. Godoy, M. Forns & C.
Vizcarro, Spain

During the last thirty years, from different conceptual perspectives and methodologies,
several reserachers have been devoted to the study of the process of diagnosing, assessing,
and/or evaluating people. Diagnose, assess or evaluate requieres an extremely complex
epistemic activity in the assessor: asking questions, collecting relevant data, testing hypothesis,
making decisions, etc. This process has been investigated from several theoretical perspectives
(social judgement theory, decision-making model, artificial intelligence paradigm) via several
methodologies (e.g. experimental laboratory tasks, process analysis of think-aloud protocols,
expert systems), and tested in different applied field (medical, psychological, educational
and work contexts).

The European Association of Psychological Assessment (as well as other international
organizations) has decided to start a Task Force for developing guiding principles for the




