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Francesco Monico is Director of the Media Design School of the Nuova Accademia di
Belle Arti in Milan, where he also holds the position of a 'Professore a Contratto’ in Theory
and Method of Mass Media, and is the Director of the Planetary Collegium's M-Node. He is
a fellow of the University of Toronto's McLuhan Program in Culture & Technology, and
currently pursues a Ph.D. research at CAiiA under supervision of Roy Ascott. He was a
member of the scientific advisory board of the Leonardo da Vinci Science and Technology
Museum in Milan, and is a member of the scientific advisory board of Milano in Digitale.
He is the author of Il dramma televisivo, |'autore e I'estetica del mezzo (Meltemi Editore,
2006), and La variazione technoetica (2008). Among his artistic output figures the work
'The Artist Formerly Known as Vanda,' a tech-noetic installation, as well as various works
in the media and hybrid genres.

Gongalo Miguel Furtado Cardoso Lopes
Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade do Porto

Cedric Price’s Generator and the Frazers’
Systems Research (Part 2): Revisiting a
behaving

design entity

Price, Frazer, Architecture, Computation, 1A

The Planetary Collegium Xth Conference has the theme “Experiencing Media, -behaving
media- A Transdisciplinary inquiry into art, science, technology and society”. Architect
Cedric Price’s Generator project (1978-1980) was an unique behaving design entity; and
my proposal to this conference focus on the story of this project and its technical
consultants John and Julia Frazer’s systems research. The paper is based in my PhD
dissertation realized at the UCL (titled "Envisioning an Evolving Environment: The
Encounters of Gordon Pask, Cedric Price and John Frazer”, supervised by N.Spiller and
1.Borden and examined by M.Frazer and R.Ascottt); and it benefited from my 2005
primary archival research conduicted at the Canadian Centre for Architecture (The
reserach was supported with a FCT/POCI 2010 grant). Architect Cedric Price was a
maverick of British architecture and a tireless promoter of an

impermanent architecture open to the users’ participation. Throughout his career he
produced an impressively coherent oeuvre composed of projects such as the Fun Palace
and Potteries ThinkBelt that acknowledged the potential of new thoughts and
technologies.
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From 1976 onwards, Price was engaged in an outstanding architectural project that dealt
with systems and computation - the Generator. Generator was a masterpiece that broke
through the architectural limits of its time; its computational systems research revealed
great potential, and it justified later revisits. The present text focuses on the exchanges
between the architect Cedric Price and his systems consultants John and Julia Frazer,
concentrating on the resurrections of the Generator project, and examining its
importance "Goncalo Furtado is graduated, Master and PhD in Architecture (FAUP, UPC
and UCL respectively). He has given lectures in Portugal, UK, USA, Spain, Brazil,
Colombia, México, Austria, Poland, Germany; and he is the author of the books "Notes on
the space of digital technique”, "Marcos Cruz: Unpredictable flesh", "Off forum:
Postglobal city and marginal design discourses”(ed. with Carlos Hernandez),
"Architecture: Machine and body" (ed. with Rui Braz), "Generator and Beyond:
Encounters of Cedric Price and John Frazer", “Gordon Pask on Science and Ats (ed. with
Pévoas and Mueller) etc. He is professor at FAUP and is often invited by other
institutions.

Rua do Golgota 215

4100 Porto

Portugal

Email - gmicl@hotmail.com

Dr. Graham Coulter-Smith

Evolutionary Aesthetics: Rethinking the
Role of Function in Art and Design

Design is often distinguished from fine art by the fact that it is focused on solving
problems in order to produce a functional solution. Fine art, in contrast, can be presented
as being entirely free of any functional purpose, focused on creative process as an end in
itself. Out of this distinction arises the prejudice that functionless fine art is more sublime
than design. This paper will challenge that prejudice. There is a long aesthetic tradition
supporting the modern concept of fine art as a free play of creativity that can be traced
back to Kantian aesthetics and the romantic notion of unconscious creativity, which
became “scientifically” articulated by Freud. But there is another philosophical pathway
for understanding creative process based on Darwinian evolution.

This can be traced from the influence of evolutionary theory on Nietzsche’s philosophy
through Henri Bergson'’s notion of “creative evolution” to Gilles Deleuze and Félix
Guattari’s account of evolutionary creativity in Capitalism and Schizophrenia. Deleuze
and Guattari formulate a productive theoretical relationship between evolution and chaos
theory and this paper will extend aspects of their philosophical system further into
complexity theory.

44

. —— e e e ey



