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Unity of what?

)LUVW�RI�DOO��D�IHZ�ZRUGV�RI�FODUL¿FDWLRQ��$W�OHDVW�WZR�LVVXHV�PLJKW�
FRPH�WR�PLQG�ZKHQ�RQH�WKLQNV�RI�³WKH�XQLW\´�RI�VRPH�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�RXU�
³DHVWKHWLF�OLIH´��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKH�LVVXH�RI�KRZ�DHVWKHWLFV�¿WV�LQWR�
RXU�OLYHV�DV�D�ZKROH��ZKDW�UHODWLRQV�LW�KDV�ZLWK�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFWV�
RI�RXU�OLYHV��LQ�VXP��WKH�XQLW\�RI�DHVWKHWLFV�and� OLIH��$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�
VD\�WKLV�LV�WR�DVN��LQ�ZKDW�ZD\V�LV�RXU�³DHVWKHWLF�OLIH´�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�
RXU�³OLIH´�XQGHU�GLIIHUHQW�DVSHFWV��IRU�LQVWDQFH��KRZ�LV�RQH¶V�DHVWKHWLF�
OLIH�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�RQH¶V�PRUDO�OLIH"�$QG�ZK\�VXFK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�
QRWLRQ�RI�D� life"�:K\�QRW�VLPSO\�DVN�DERXW�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
DHVWKHWLFV�DQG�PRUDOV��RU�ZKDWHYHU"�&DQ�ZH�GHOLPLW��LQ�RXU�OLYHV��WKDW�
SDUW�ZKLFK� LV� ³DHVWKHWLF´� DQG� WKDW�ZKLFK� LV� QRW" 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG��
WKHUH�LV�WKH�XQLW\�RI�³WKH�DHVWKHWLF´�LWVHOI��WKDW�LV��WKH�LVVXH�RI�ZKHWKHU�
WKHUH�LV�D�XQL¿HG�FODVV�RI�SKHQRPHQD��FRQFHSWV��H[SHULHQFHV��HWF���WKDW�
ZH�UHIHU�WR�ZKHQ�ZH�HPSOR\�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�³DHVWKHWLF´��ZKLFK�LV�WR�VD\��
LV�³WKH�DHVWKHWLF´�D�FRKHVLYH�QRWLRQ"�(LWKHU�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LV�TXLWH�D�
FKDOOHQJH�E\�LWVHOI��6R��ZH�EHWWHU�GUDZ�D�IHZ�OLQHV�LI�ZH�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�
EH�FRPSOHWHO\�DW�ORVV�

Aesthetics and ethics

$OORZ�PH�WR�VWDUW�ZLWK�D�UHIHUHQFH�IURP�³SRS�FXOWXUH´��7KHUH� LV�
WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�PRPHQW� LQ� WKH�79�VHULHV�Hannibal� �VHDVRQ����HSLVRGH�
���WKDW�KDV�OLQJHUHG�LQ�P\�PLQG�VLQFH�,¶YH�VHHQ�LW��7KLV�LV�WKH�PRPHQW�
ZKHQ�%HGHOLD�VD\V�WR�+DQQLEDO�³<RX�KDYH�QR�ORQJHU�HWKLFDO�FRQFHUQV��
+DQQLEDO��<RX�KDYH�DHVWKHWLF�RQHV´��WR�ZKLFK�KH�UHSOLHV��³(WKLFV�EHFR-
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PH�DHVWKHWLFV´��6HYHUDO�SX]]OLQJ�LGHDV�DUH�HYRNHG�E\�WKLV�H[FKDQJH��LV�
LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�D�UDWLRQDO�EHLQJ��KRZHYHU�PXFK�RI�D�VRFLRSDWK��WR�KDYH�
DHVWKHWLF�FRQFHUQV�ZKLOH�WRWDOO\�GHYRLG�RI�HWKLFDO�RQHV"�:KDW�GRHV�LW�
PHDQ�IRU�HWKLFV� WR�EHFRPH�DHVWKHWLFV"� ,V�KH�DJUHHLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�VWDWH-
PHQW"�,V�KH�TXDOLI\LQJ�LW�LQ�VRPH�ZD\"�6KRXOG�RQH�UHDG�³EHFRPHV´�DV�
LQ�³LW�JLYHV�ZD\�WR´��RU�GRHV�LW�UHIHU�WR�D�FKDQJH�LQ�RXU�EHOLHIV��DV�LQ�RXU�
UHDOL]LQJ�WKDW�VRPH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�HWKLFV�DQG�DHVWKHWLFV�ZDV�WKHUH�
DOO�DORQJ"�

1RZ��,�DP�VXUH�QRW�PXFK�WKRXJKW�ZDV�SXW�LQWR�WKDW�FRPELQDWLRQ�
RI�ZRUGV��DQG�ZK\�VKRXOG�LW"��EH\RQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�PDNHV�IRU�D�JRRG-
�VRXQGLQJ�VHTXHQFH��QRW�XQOLNH�RQH�PLJKW�VD\�RI�.HDWV¶�SRHP�Ode to 
a Grecian Urn��WKDW�LW�VRXQGV�UHDOO\�JUHDW��DQG�HTXDOO\�P\VWHULRXV��WR�
HQG�ZLWK�³EHDXW\�LV� WUXWK�� WUXWK�EHDXW\«´�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW� LV��DV�1LFN�
=DQJZLOO�SRLQWHG�RXW��D�FRXQWHU�H[DPSOH�WR�LWVHOI��QDPHO\��D�EHDXWLIXO�
IDOVH�VWDWHPHQW�±�QRW�WR�LPSO\�WKDW�.HDWV�GLGQ¶W�SXW�PXFK�WKRXJKW�LQWR�
LW��RI�FRXUVH��/LNHZLVH��³HWKLFV�EHFRPH�DHVWKHWLFV´�FRXOG�EH�MXVW�WKDW��
QRW�D�FRXQWHU�H[DPSOH�WR�LWVHOI��EXW�D�IDOVH�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�VRXQGV�JRRG�

+RZHYHU�� LW�DOVR�FDSWXUHG�P\�DWWHQWLRQ� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH�FKDUDFWHU�
+DQQLEDO�IROORZHG�D�NLQG�RI�FRGH�LQ�VHOHFWLQJ�DW�OHDVW�VRPH�RI�KLV�YLF-
WLPV��WKHVH�WHQG�WR�EH rude�LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�SHRSOH�ZKR�HQG�XS�WULJJHU-
LQJ�KLV�PXUGHURXV�GLVSRVLWLRQV�E\�SHUIRUPLQJ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�XQVDYRXU\�
GHHG�RU�ZKR�GLVSOD\�XQSOHDVDQW�WUDLWV�RI�FKDUDFWHU��$QG�WKLV�LQ�WXUQ�LV�
LQWHUHVWLQJ��EHVLGHV�VDWLVI\LQJ�KLV�ULWXDOLVWLF�QHHG�IRU�WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
RI�KXPDQ�ÀHVK��+DQQLEDO�VHHPV�PRYHG�E\�D�FRQFHUQ�WR�GLPLQLVK�WKH�
DPRXQW�RI�UXGHQHVV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��PXFK�LQ�WKH�PDQQHU�
WKDW� D�ZULWHU��PXVLFLDQ�RU�SDLQWHU�PD\�EH� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� LQFUHDVLQJ�
WKH�DPRXQW�RI�DHVWKHWLF�JRRGQHVV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��E\�UHPRYLQJ�XQGHVLUHG�
DHVWKHWLF�HIIHFWV�IURP�D�OLQH�RI�WH[W��D�VHTXHQFH�RI�PXVLF�RU�D�SLFWRULDO�
DUUDQJHPHQW�VR�WKDW�KLV�FRQFHUQ�VHHPV�HPLQHQWO\�DHVWKHWLF��EXW��RQ�WKH�
RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�WDUJHW�RI�KLV�DHVWKHWLF�MXGJHPHQW�LV«�D�PRUDO�TXDOLW\�RU�
D�VHW�RI�PRUDOO\�UHOHYDQW�TXDOLWLHV��$QG�KHUH��VR�LW�VHHPV��LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�
RI�HWKLFV�EHFRPLQJ�DHVWKHWLFV��+DQQLEDO�DV�D�PRUDO�DHVWKHWH��7KH�VWDWH-
PHQW�GRHVQ¶W�VHHP�VR�RXWODQGLVK�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�¿UP�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
PRUDO�TXDOLWLHV�DQG�DHVWKHWLF�RQHV�� MXVW�DV� WKHUH�LV�VXFK�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�FRORXUV��VKDSHV�DQG�WLPEUHV�DQG�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�RI�SLFWXUHV�
RU�SLHFHV�RI�PXVLF��%XW�ZKDW�FRXOG�WKDW�FRQQHFWLRQ�EH"

2QH�VXJJHVWLRQ�WKDW�,�¿QG�IUXLWIXO�ZDV�PDGH�E\�5RJHU�6FUXWRQ�LQ�
&KDSWHU����RI�KLV�Art and Imagination�DQG�&KDSWHU����RI�KLV�Aesthetics 
of Music�� 6SHFL¿FDOO\�� 6FUXWRQ¶V� SRVLWLRQ� LV� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� FRQWLQXL-
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W\�EHWZHHQ� WKH�PRUDO�DQG� WKH�DHVWKHWLF� LQ� WKDW�FRPSOH[�DIIDLU�ZKLFK�
LV� WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI� WDVWH�DV�D�³V\VWHPDWLF�SRVWXUH� LQ� WKH� OLIH�RI� WKH�UD-
WLRQDO�EHLQJ´1��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�PHUH�³UH¿QHG�FKRRVLQHVV´��RU�³DUELWUDU\�
SUHIHUHQFH´���$QG�LW�LV�LQ�WKLV�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�WDVWH�DV�D�V\VWH-
PDWLF�SRVWXUH�LQ�life WKDW�WKH�FRUH�LGHD�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�¿QGV�LWV�H[SUHVVLRQ��
7KH�LGHD�LV�WKDW�ERWK�DHVWKHWLF�DQG�PRUDO�YDOXDWLRQ�DUH�SURSHUO\�PHGLD-
WHG�E\�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�a life �VR�ERWK�PXVW�EH�VHHQ�DV�FRQFRPLWDQW�SDUWV�
RI�WKH�VDPH�SURFHVV���DQG�WKDW�ZH�IDLO�WR�JUDVS�WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�ERXQGD-
ULHV�RI�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXDWLRQ�XQOHVV�ZH�VHH�LW�LQ�LWV�DSSURSULDWH�FRQWH[W��DV�
DQ�LQJUHGLHQW�RI�a life being lived in a certain way��DQ�LGHD�,�WDNH�IURP�
-HUUROG�/HYLQVRQ��DV�H[SODLQHG�IXUWKHU�DKHDG���+RZ�WKLV�LV�VR�LV�ZKDW�,�
H[SHFW�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�FOHDUHU�DW�WKH�HQG��+RZHYHU��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�QRWH�WKDW�6FUXWRQ¶V�SRLQW�LV�QRW�WKDW�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXDWLRQ�LV�PRUDO�YD-
OXDWLRQ�LQ�GLVJXLVH��WKH�SRLQW�LV�UDWKHU�WKDW�QRUPDWLYH�DWWLWXGHV�IRUP�D�
PXWXDOO\�VXVWDLQLQJ�ZHE��1RU�GRHV�WKH�LGHD�RI�D�FRQWLQXLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
DHVWKHWLF�DQG�PRUDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�LPSO\�WKDW�PRUDO�DQG�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXD-
WLRQ�FDQQRW�GLYHUJH��WKDW�³DHVWKHWLFDOO\�GLVFULPLQDWLQJ�PRUDO�EUXWHV�DQG�
DHVWKHWLFDOO\�EOLQG�PRUDO�VDLQWV´4�DUH�FRQFHSWXDOO\�LPSRVVLEOH��%XW�OHW�
XV�SXW�VXFK�GHWDLOV�DVLGH�IRU�QRZ�

“Conventional wisdom” in aesthetics and the role of the non-per-
ceptual

,Q�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�WDVN��,�PXVW�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�D�
ERRN�WKDW�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LQ�D�TXLWH�XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�PDQQHU��RU��
SHUKDSV�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\��VHWV�IRUWK�LQVLJKWV�DQG�GUDZV�FRQFOXVLRQV�WKDW�
JR�DJDLQVW�WKH�JUDLQ�RI�ZKDW�,�VKDOO�FDOO�³FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP´�LQ�DHV-
WKHWLFV��7KLV�ERRN�LV�Ethics, Evil and Fiction��E\�&ROLQ�0F*LQQ���������
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DVSHFWV�WR�WKLV�ERRN��EXW�,�ZDQW�WR�HPSKD-
VL]H�RQO\�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�����WKH�$HVWKHWLF�7KHRU\�RI�9LUWXH��$79������
1DERNRY¶V�)RUPXOD��DQG����3DQ�DHVWKHWLFLVP�

%HIRUH� H[SODLQLQJ� HDFK� RI� WKHVH� LWHPV�� D� VNHWFK� RI� ZKDW� ,� DP�
FDOOLQJ�³FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP´�LQ�DHVWKHWLFV�LV�LQ�RUGHU�

a) 2QO\�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�SHUFHLYHG�E\�WKH�VHQVHV�DUH�REMHFWV�
RI�DHVWKHWLF�MXGJHPHQW�

1. �5RJHU�6FUXWRQ��The Aesthetics of Music��2[IRUG��&ODUHQGRQ�3UHVV�������������
2. �6FUXWRQ��The Aesthetics…������
3. �5RJHU�6FUXWRQ��Art and Imagination, A Study in the Philosophy of Mind��6RXWK�
%HQG��6W��$XJXVWLQH¶V�3UHVV�������������
4. �1LFN�=DQJZLOO��Music and Aesthetic Reality: Formalism and the Limits of Descrip-
tion��1HZ�<RUN���/RQGRQ��5RXWOHGJH�������������
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E��'HSOR\PHQW�RI�DHVWKHWLF�SUHGLFDWHV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�QRQ�SHU-
FHSWXDO�LV�QRW�D�JHQXLQHO\�DHVWKHWLF�XVH�RI�ODQJXDJH�

c) $HVWKHWLF�H[SHULHQFH�� LI� WKHUH�LV�VXFK�D� WKLQJ�� LV�GHWDFKHG�
IURP�WKH�ÀRZ�RI�RUGLQDU\�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�MXGJHPHQWV�H[SUHVV-
LQJ� VXFK� H[SHULHQFHV� WDNH� D� UHVWULFWHG� GRPDLQ� RI� REMHFWV� DV�
WKHLU�³WDUJHWV´��QDPHO\��ZRUNV�RI�DUW��DQG��RFFDVLRQDOO\��QDWX-
UDO�REMHFWV�

7KLV� LV�PRUH�RU� OHVV� DQ� LQKHULWHG�SLFWXUH�RI�ZKDW�RXU� ³DHVWKHWLF�
OLIH´� ORRNV� OLNH��:KDW�,�VKDOO�GR�QRZ�LV� WU\� WR�VKRZ�KRZ�WKRVH� WKUHH�
HOHPHQWV�,�KLJKOLJKWHG�IURP�0F*LQQ¶V�ERRN�DOORZ�XV�WR�GUDZ�D�YHU\�
GLIIHUHQW�SLFWXUH�RI�RXU�³DHVWKHWLF�OLIH´�

9HU\�EULHÀ\��WKH�$79�LV�DQ�DWWHPSW�DW�UHYLYLQJ�WKH�LGHD�RI�³EHDXW\�
RI�VRXO´�±�PRUH�SUHFLVHO\��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�WKLQJV�OLNH�WKRX-
JKWV��WUDLWV�RI�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�HYHQ�SHUVRQV�RU�PLQGV�±�³VRXOV´�±�DUH�DV�
PXFK�REMHFWV�RI�DHVWKHWLF�SUHGLFDWLRQ�DV�QDWXUDO�ODQGVFDSHV�DQG�SDLQWLQ-
JV�DQG�SLHFHV�RI�PXVLF��1DERNRY¶V�IRUPXOD�LV�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�EHDXW\�SXWV�
XV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�LGHDOV��VSHFL¿FDOO\��ZLWK�WKH�LGHDO�RI�D�ZRUOG�
ZKHUH�³DUW�LV�WKH�QRUP´�DQG�WKXV�WKDW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�VRPH�SDUWLFXODU�RE-
MHFW�RU�HYHQW�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�LQYROYHV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�FDXVDO�URXWH�IURP�
SHUFHSWLRQ�WR�SOHDVXUH�RU�GLVSOHDVXUH��DQG��¿QDOO\��SDQ�DHVWKHWLFLVP��LQ�
0F*LQQ¶V�RZQ�ZRUGV��WHOOV�XV�WKDW�

7KHUH�LV�D�WHQGHQF\�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�LQ�PXFK�WRR�QDUURZ�
WHUPV��DV�LI�LW�LQFOXGHG�RQO\�ZKDW�LV�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�PXVHXPV�DQG�DUW�JDO-
OHULHV��DORQJ�ZLWK�QDWXUDO�ODQGVFDSHV��%XW�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�SHUPHDWHV�DOPRVW�
HYHU\�H[SHULHQFH�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�KDV��DQG�DW�PDQ\�OHYHOV��:H�DUH�DHVWKHWLF�
EHLQJV� WKURXJK� DQG� WKURXJK��ZH� DSSUHKHQG� WKH�ZRUOG� WKURXJK� DHVWKHWLF�
H\HV��1RW�RQO\�DUH�RWKHU�SHRSOH�SHUFHLYHG�DHVWKHWLFDOO\��VR�DUH�DQLPDOV�RI�
RWKHU�VSHFLHV��1RW�RQO\�DUH�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�VFXOSWXUHV�DHVWKHWLF�REMHFWV��VR�
DUH�NLWFKHQ�NQLYHV�DQG�VFUHZGULYHUV�DQG�VWHUHR�V\VWHPV��6SHHFK�DFWV�KDYH�
DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV��,GHDV�DQG�WKRXJKWV�GR�WRR��,W�LV�KDUG�WR�QDPH�DQ\WKLQJ�
WKDW�ODFNV�DQ�DHVWKHWLF�GLPHQVLRQ��SRVLWLYH�RU�QHJDWLYH�� 

/HW�XV�VWDUW�ZLWK�SDQ�DHVWKHWLFLVP��ZKLFK�LV��LQ�D�ZD\��FRQQHFWHG�
ZLWK�WKH�¿UVW�LWHP�RI�WKH�WKUHH��1RZ��ZKDW�0F*LQQ�VD\V�PD\�EH�DOO�ZHOO�
DQG�JRRG��EXW�KRZ�GRHV�LW�DFWXDOO\�ZRUN"

7KLV� LV�D�YHU\�FRQWHQWLRXV� LVVXH�� VLQFH� WKHUH� LV�QRW�D�VLQJOH�XQL-
TXHO\�SODXVLEOH�DFFRXQW�RI�DHVWKHWLF�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�WKH�YHU\�QRWLRQ�RI�
DHVWKHWLF�H[SHULHQFH�KDV�IDPRXVO\�EHHQ�VXEMHFWHG�WR�VFHSWLF�FULWLFLVP��
5. �&ROLQ�0F*LQQ��Ethics, Evil and Fiction��2[IRUG��&ODUHQGRQ�3UHVV�������������
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0\�LQWHQWLRQ�LV�PHUHO\�WR�JLYH�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�ZKDW�DQ�DFFRXQW�FRPSD-
WLEOH�ZLWK�SDQ�DHVWKHWLFLVP�ZRXOG�ORRN�OLNH��%XW�EHIRUH�,�GR�WKDW��D�IHZ�
UHPDUNV�RQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�³DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUW\´��2QH�ZD\�WR�FKDUDFWHUL]H�
DHVWKHWLF�H[SHULHQFH�ZRXOG�EH�DV�H[SHULHQFH�of�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�RI�
WKLQJV��%XW�ZKDW�LV�LW�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�KDYH�DQ�³DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUW\´�RU�
³TXDOLW\´"�&RQVLGHU� WKH� UHPDUN��³,PDJLQH� WKLV�EXWWHUÀ\�H[DFWO\�DV� LW�
LV��EXW�XJO\� LQVWHDG�RI�EHDXWLIXO´� �WDNHQ�IURP�:LWWJHQVWHLQ¶V�Zettel)���
7KLV�UHPDUN�KLWV�XSRQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZKLOH�ZH�FDQ�SHUIHFWO\�ZHOO�LPDJLQH�
WKH�EXWWHUÀ\�EHLQJ� UHG� LQVWHDG�RI�EOXH�DQG�PRVW� OLNHO\�VWLOO�EHDXWLIXO�
�DVVXPLQJ�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�LW�DV�EHDXWLIXO�WR�VWDUW�ZLWK���ZH�FDQQRW�HYHQ�
VWDUW�WR�FRQFHLYH�KRZ�LW�FRXOG�FKDQJH�LWV�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�
FKDQJH�LQ�LWV�RWKHU�SURSHUWLHV��FRORXU��VKDSH��WH[WXUH��HWF���)XUWKHUPRUH��
ZH�FDQ�H[SHULHQFH�HDFK�RI�LWV�QRQ�DHVWKHWLF�IHDWXUHV�LQ�LVRODWLRQ�IURP�
HDFK�RWKHU�±�WKH�EOXH�DSDUW�IURP�LWV�VKDSH��LWV�VKDSH�DSDUW�IURP�LWV�WH[-
WXUH��HWF��%XW�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�R[\PRURQLF�LQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�SHUFHLYLQJ�
LWV�EHDXW\�LQ�LVRODWLRQ�IURP�LWV�RWKHU�IHDWXUHV��$QG�RQH�SRVVLEOH�H[SOD-
QDWLRQ�IRU�WKLV�LV�WKDW��VWULFWO\�VSHDNLQJ��ZH�GRQ¶W�perceive�EHDXW\�DW�DOO��
OLNH�ZH�SHUFHLYH�WKH�ZLQJ�VKDSH�DQG�LWV�SDWWHUQ�RI�EODFN�DQG�EOXH��DVVX-
PH�WKH�EXWWHUÀ\�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�LV�D�VSHFLPHQ�RI�papilio zalmoxis���WKRXJK�
ZH�FHUWDLQO\�experience�EHDXW\�LQ�VRPH�ZD\��DQG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQW�
RI�WKDW�H[SHULHQFH�LV�WKH�pleasure or delight�ZH�IHHO�LQ�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�REMHFW�

6RPH�DHVWKHWLFLDQV�KDYH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�WKLV�DVSHFW�RI�DHVWKHWLF�H[-
SHULHQFH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VXSHUYHQLHQFH�EHWZHHQ�SURSHUWLHV��DHVWKHWLF�SUR-
SHUWLHV�VXSHUYHQH�RQ�QRQ�DHVWKHWLF�³EDVH´�SURSHUWLHV��RQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�GH-
SHQG��DQG�WZR�WKLQJV�FDQQRW�GLIIHU�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�ZLWKRXW�DOVR�GLIIHULQJ�
QRQ�DHVWKHWLFDOO\��D�YLHZ�WKDW�XOWLPDWHO\�WUDFHV�EDFN�WR�6LEOH\���������
WKRXJK�KH�VSHDNV�WKHUH�RI�³FRQFHSWV´��QRW�³SURSHUWLHV´�DQG�GRHV�QRW�XVH�
WKH�WHUP�³VXSHUYHQLHQFH´����:LWK�WKLV�ZD\�RI�IUDPLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�DQG�WKH�QRQ�DHVWKHWLF��ZH�FRXOG�GLDJUDPPDWLFDOO\�
UHSUHVHQW�WKH�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�IRUPDOLVW�DQG�WKH�DHVWKH-
WLF�DQWL�IRUPDOLVW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�NLQGV�RI�SURSHUWLHV�FDQ�EH�WDNHQ�DV�
QRQ�DHVWKHWLF�³EDVH´�SURSHUWLHV�JLYLQJ�ULVH�WR�DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV��7KH�
IRUPDOLVW�ZLOO� W\SLFDOO\� LQFOXGH�SHUFHSWXDO�SURSHUWLHV�RQO\��ZKLOH� WKH�
DQWL�IRUPDOLVW�ZLOO�DOVR�LQFOXGH�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�RQHV��VXFK�DV��IRU�LQV-
WDQFH��IHDWXUHV�WKLQJV�KDYH�LQ�YLUWXH�RI�WKHLU�FRQWH[W�RU�WKHLU�KLVWRU\�RI�
SURGXFWLRQ��UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO�SURSHUWLHV��DQG�VXFK�

6. �6HH�/XGZLJ�:LWWJHQVWHLQ��Zettel��7UDQV��E\�*�(�0��$QVFRPEH��%HUNHOH\��8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�3UHVV����������������H�
7.  )RU�D�PRUH�UHFHQW�YLHZ�RI�WKH�FRKHVLRQ�RI�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VXSHUYHQLHQFH��
VHH�(GG\�=HPDFK��Real Beauty��8QLYHUVLW\�3DUN��3$��3HQQ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��
������DQG�1LFN�=DQJZLOO��©7KH�&RQFHSW�RI�WKH�$HVWKHWLFª��European Journal of Phi-
losophy��9RO���������������������
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$OWKRXJK�D�FOHDU�FXW�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�D�IRUPDOLVW�DQG�DQ�DQWL-
�IRUPDOLVW�DSSURDFK�LV�D�FRQWHQWLRXV�LVVXH��SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GLI¿-
FXOW\�RI�GLVFHUQLQJ�³IRUP´�DQG�³FRQWHQW´��SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�DV�
PDQ\�VWULSHV�RI�IRUPDOLVP�DV�WKHUH�DUH�ZD\V�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�³IRUP´���
ZH�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�IRUPDOLVP�WHQGV�WR�IRFXV�RQ�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�LPPHGLDWH-
O\�SHUFHLYHG�RQ�D�JLYHQ�ZRUN��LQ�GHWULPHQW�RI�LWV�IDUWKHU�UHDFKLQJ�WLHV�
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG��ZLWK�OLIH�DW�ODUJH��SODFLQJ�³IRUP´�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�VHFOXGHG�
UHDOP�DQG�VHHLQJ�LWV�ERXQGDULHV�DV�PDUNLQJ�RXW�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�LWVHOI��,W�
ZDV�VXPPHG�XS�E\�&OLYH�%HOO�LQ�WKHVH�RIW�TXRWHG�ZRUGV�IURP�KLV�³7KH�
$HVWKHWLF�+\SRWKHVLV´��³7KH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�HOHPHQW� LQ�D�ZRUN�RI�DUW�
PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�EH�KDUPIXO��DOZD\V�LW�LV�LUUHOHYDQW��)RU��WR�DSSUHFLDWH�D�
ZRUN�RI�DUW�ZH�QHHG�EULQJ�ZLWK�XV�QRWKLQJ�IURP�OLIH��QR�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
LWV�LGHDV�DQG�DIIDLUV��QR�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�LWV�HPRWLRQV´���

)RUPDOLVP�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��RQH�SXWDWLYH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�
RI�SURGXFWLRQ�FOHDUO\�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�HQG�SUR-
GXFW�LV�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�IRON�VRQJV��Shoals of Herring was 
FRPSRVHG�E\�(ZDQ�0DF&ROO�IRU�D������%%&�GRFXPHQWDU\�FDOOHG�Sin-
ging the Fishing�� DERXW� WKH�KHUULQJ�¿VKLQJ�ÀHHWV�RI�(DVW�$QJOLD�DQG�
1RUWKHDVW�6FRWODQG��2QH�RI�WKH�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�UHOHYDQW�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKDW�
VRQJ� LV� WKDW�0DF&ROO�GLGQ¶W� DFWXDOO\�wrote� LWV� WH[W� �DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�
VWRU\�RI�WKH�VRQJ�WROG�E\�/LDP�&ODQF\��RQH�RI�WKH�VRQJ¶V�PDQ\�ZHOO-
�NQRZQ� LQWHUSUHWHUV�� EXW� UDWKHU� SXW� WRJHWKHU� WKH�ZRUGV� RI� ¿VKHUPHQ�
WKHPVHOYHV��RXW�RI�WKH�PDQ\�WDSHV�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�¿VKHUPHQ�DQG�
WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�� WKDW�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�IRU� WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\���³Oh, we left 
the home grounds in the month of June, and to Canny Shields we soon 
were bearin’, with a hundred cran of the silver darlings, that we’d 
taken from the shoals of herring…´��)URP�WKDW�PHVK�RI�ZRUGV�DQG�WHV-
WLPRQLHV��0DF&ROO�assembled WKH�WH[W�RI�WKH�EDOODG��WKH�SDUDGLJP�IRON�
VRQJ�WR�¿W�2VFDU�,VDDF¶V�GHVFULSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�&RHQ�EURWKHU¶V�PRYLH�Inside 
Llewyn Davis���������³,I�LW�ZDV�QHYHU�QHZ�DQG�LW�QHYHU�JHWV�ROG��WKHQ�
LW¶V�D�IRON�VRQJ´�±�DQG�SDUW�RI�WKLV�LV�DFKLHYHG�E\�LWV�EHLQJ�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�
VXFK�D�SHFXOLDU�³SURGXFWLRQ�SURFHVV´��7KRXJK�D�IRUPDOLVW��RXW�RI�XQZD-
YHULQJ�OR\DOW\�IRU�WKH�³FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP´�SLFWXUH�RI�DHVWKHWLFV��PL-
JKW�ZDQW�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�WKHVH�IDFWV�DERXW�SURYHQDQFH�GR�QRW�EHDU�RQ�WKH�
DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�VRQJ��,�¿QG�WKDW�LPSRVVLEO\�FRXQWHULQWXLWLYH�

8. �&OLYH�%HOO��©7KH�$HVWKHWLF�+\SRWKHVLVª��LQ�Art in Theory 1900-1990. An Anthol-
ogy of Changing Ideas��HG��E\�&��+DUULVRQ�DQG�3��:RRG��2[IRUG��%ODFNZHOO�3XEOLVK-
HUV�/WG�����������������
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)LJXUH����-RmR�6HUUD��View of Apatity��0XUPDQVN�2EODVW��5XVVLD���The 
North as Place�

7R�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IRUPDOLVW�DQG�DQWL�IRUPD-
OLVW�DSSURDFKHV�PRUH�IXOO\��,�LQYLWH�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�
LQ�)LJ����,W�LV�DQ�DHULDO�YLHZ�RI�XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSH�LQ�$SDWLW\��D�WRZQ�LQ�
0XUPDQVN�2EODVW��5XVVLD�� ,W�ZDV� WDNHQ�E\�D�SKRWRJUDSKHU� IULHQG�RI�
PLQH��IRU�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�D�SURMHFW�FDOOHG�The North as Place��1RZ��ZL-
WKRXW�DQ\�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ZH�FDQ�DSSURDFK�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�E\�QR-
WLQJ�KRZ�WKH�FHQWUDO�PDVV�RI�JUH\�EXLOGLQJV�IXQFWLRQV�DV�D�EDFNJURXQG�
WR�WKDW�RSHQ�³ZRXQG´�RI�WKH�WRUQ�UHG�EULFN�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�WKH�IURQW��:H�
FRXOG�GHYHORS�VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFK�LQ�VLPLODU�WHUPV��UHDFKLQJ�IRU�PHWD-
SKRUV�DQG�DOOXVLRQV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WR�VWUHVV�DQG�EULQJ�IRUZDUG�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�
PHULWV� RI� WKH� LPDJH��%XW� FRQVLGHU� QRZ� WKH� IROORZLQJ� H[WUD�SLFWRULDO�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�� WKH� WRUQ� UHG� EULFN� EXLOGLQJV� GDWH� IURP� WKH� 6WDOLQLVW� HUD�
DQG�KDYH�UHPDLQHG�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSH�GHVSLWH�SUHYLRXV��IDL-
OHG�� DWWHPSWV� DW� GHPROLWLRQ� �D� UDWKHU� H[SHQVLYH� SURFHVV��� WKH� FHQWUDO�
³VPXGJH´�RI�JUH\�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�IURP�WKH�.KUXVKFKRY�HUD��WR�WKH�ULJKW�
ZH�KDYH�D�IHZ�WDOOHU�EXLOGLQJV��DQG�RI�OHVVHU�TXDOLW\��GDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�
%UH]KQHY�HUD��DQG�¿QDOO\��WR�WKH�OHIW��KDUGO\�YLVLEOH�RQ�WKH�OHIW�FHQWUH�
HGJH�RI�WKH�SLFWXUH��RQH�FDQ�VSRW�D�WLQ\�\HOORZ�VXSHUPDUNHW�RI�WKH�3XWLQ�
HUD��1RZ��,�DVN�WKH�UHDGHU��GRHV�WKH�LPDJH�ORRN�aesthetically different 



WR�\RX��JLYHQ� WKDW� LQIRUPDWLRQ"�:K\"�$V� IDU�DV� ,¶P�FRQFHUQHG�� LW� LV�
DV�LPSRVVLEO\�FRXQWHULQWXLWLYH�WR�FODLP�WKDW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�PDNHV�QR�
DHVWKHWLF�GLIIHUHQFH�DV�LW�LV�WR�FODLP�WKDW�LW�PDNHV�QR�GLIIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�
VRQJ�LQ�RXU�SUHYLRXV�H[DPSOH�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�DVVHPEOHG�IURP�WKH�ZRU-
GV�RI�¿VKHUPHQ��0D\EH�HYHQ�PRUH�VR��7KHUH�LV�QR�GRXEWLQJ�WKDW� WKH�
LPDJH�looks GLIIHUHQW�WR�RQH�ZKR�NQRZV�WKH�UHOHYDQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KH�
SKRWRJUDSK�DV�DQ�DFKLHYHPHQW��DQG�LQ�IDFW��DV�DQ�DUWLVWLF�REMHFW��ORRNV�
GLIIHUHQW�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKDW�DSSURDFK�ZH�WDNH�WRZDUGV�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�
E\�WKH�H[WUD�SLFWRULDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KHUH�LV�HYHQ�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VHQVH�LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�LQWHQWLRQV�RI�WKH�DUWLVW��ZKLFK�DUH�D�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�HOHPHQW�
RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��PLJKW�EHDU�RQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�SLFWXUH��7KDW�
WKH�DXGLHQFH�LV�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�WKLV�OD\HUHG�JOLPSVH�RI�VRYLHW�KLVWRU\��
FRQGHQVHG�LQ�WKLV�DEVWUDFWHG�PRPHQW�IURP�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW��E\�
DQ�LQWHQWLRQDO��GLUHFWHG�DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�DUWLVW��VHHPV�WR�PDNH�LW�D�EHWWHU�
aesthetic achievement WKDQ� LW�EHLQJ� WKH�SXUH�RXWFRPH�RI�FKDQFH��WKH�
QHFHVVLW\�RI�WKH�DUWLVW�EHLQJ�DZDUH�RI�LW�at the moment of creation �LQ�
WKLV�FDVH��DW�WKH�PRPHQW�WKH�SKRWRJUDSK�LV�WDNHQ���RI�FRXUVH��FDQ�EH�WKH�
VXEMHFW� RI� GLVSXWH��%XW�ZKDWHYHU� RXU� VWDQFH� RQ� WKHVH� WZR� H[DPSOHV��
WKH\�DOORZ�XV�WR�VHH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�D�³FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP´�
DSSURDFK�WR�DHVWKHWLFV��WKDW�,�DP�KHUH�DVVRFLDWLQJ�ZLWK�IRUPDOLVP��DQG�D�
YLHZ�RI�DHVWKHWLFV�WKDW�ZLGHQV�WKH�VFRSH�RI�ZKDW�SKHQRPHQD�RU�DVSHFWV�
RI�WKLQJV�FRXQW�DV�DHVWKHWLF�RU�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKHLU�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLW\��

7KHVH�ZHUH�WZR�VLPSOH�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�WKH�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�PD\�
EHDU�RQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�RI�DQ�REMHFW��ZKHQ�ZH�GURS�ZKDW�,�KDYH�
EHHQ�FDOOLQJ�WKH�³FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP´�YLHZ�RI�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�GRPDLQ��
%RWK�DUH�OHVV�³UDGLFDO´�H[DPSOHV�WKDQ�ZKDW�0F*LQQ�SURSRVHV��EXW�WKH\�
FDQ�DOO�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�OLH�RQ�WKH�VDPH�continuum��WKH�WZR�H[DPSOHV�
LQYLWH�XV�WR�HQODUJH�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�EDVH�RI�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�VR�DV�
WR�LQFOXGH�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�IHDWXUHV��VR�WKDW�SHUFHSWXDO�IHDWXUHV�LQ�FRQ-
MXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�RQHV�PD\�EH�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�UHOHYDQW��2QH�
FDQ�DFFHSW�WKLV�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKDW�SHUFHSWXDO�IHDWXUHV�DUH�DOZD\V�
QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�KDYH�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV��DQG�WKDW�QRQ�SHU-
FHSWXDO�IHDWXUHV�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�EH�UHOHYDQW��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�FRQ-
QHFWLRQ�ZLWK�SHUFHSWXDO�IHDWXUHV�

%XW� KRZ� VHULRXV� �DQG� KRZ� UDGLFDOO\�� LV� SDQ�DHVWKHWLFLVP� WR� EH�
WDNHQ"� ,Q� WKH� SUHYLRXV� H[DPSOHV�� WKH� FKDQJHV� LQWURGXFHG� GRQ¶W� WDNH�
SODFH�DW� WKH�³XSSHU� OHYHO´�RI� DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV�±� WKRVH� UHPDLQ� WKH�
VDPH��QRWKLQJ�FKDQJHV�WKHUH�±�EXW�DW� WKH�³JURXQG�OHYHO´�� LQ�WHUPV�RI�
ZKDW�QRQ�DHVWKHWLF�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKLQJV�ZLOO�¿[�WKHLU�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV��
DQG�ZKDW�NLQGV�RI�WKLQJV�FDQ�EH�WKH�EHDUHUV�RI�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV��7KH�
SKRWRJUDSK�PD\�EH�PRUH�³GUDPDWLF´�RU�³LURQLF´�RU�ZKDWHYHU��IRU�LQV-
WDQFH��LQ�YLUWXH�RI�WKH�QRQ�SLFWRULDO��QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO��LQIRUPDWLRQ��EXW�
WKLV� UHSUHVHQWV�QR�FKDQJH� LQ� WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�³GUDPDWLVP´�RU�³LURQ\´��
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UDWKHU� LW� LV� D�ZLGHQLQJ� RI� VFRSH� LQ� WKH� WKLQJV�ZH� FRXQW� WRZDUGV� WKH�
SLFWXUH¶V�³GUDPDWLVP´�RU�³LURQ\´�±�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�RI�LWV�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�
RU�FOXVWHU�RI�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��QRWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRQFHSW�
RI�EHDXW\�RU�RWKHU�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�LV�FKDQJHG�E\�RXU�DSSO\LQJ�LW�WR�
WKH�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�LQ�VRPH�FRPELQDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SHUFHSWXDO�

:KDW�FODVKHV�ZLWK�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLVGRP�DQG�PD\�VWULNH�RQH�DV�EL-
]DUUH�LQ�WKLV�LV�WKH�VXJJHVWLRQ�RI�LGHDV��WKRXJKWV�DQG�PLQGV��RU�³VRXOV´��
¿JXULQJ�DV�EHDUHUV�RI�DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV��EHFDXVH�WKLV�LV�WKH�LGHD�RI�
VRPHWKLQJ� KDYLQJ� DHVWKHWLF� TXDOLWLHV� ZLWKRXW� KDYLQJ� DQ\� SHUFHSWXDO�
TXDOLWLHV��+RZ�VWULNLQJO\�HYRFDWLYH�RI�WKDW�VDPH�VWUDQJHQHVV�RI�LPDJL-
QLQJ�WKH�EXWWHUÀ\¶V�EHDXW\�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�LWV�RWKHU�IHDWXUHV��$QG�WKLV�
VWUDQJHQHVV�SDUWO\�H[SODLQV�WKH�UHOXFWDQFH�RI�DWWULEXWLQJ�DHVWKHWLF�IHDWX-
UHV�WR�WKH�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO��2QH�PD\�DVN��DFFRUGLQJO\��ZKDW�FRXOG�³EHDX-
W\�RI�VRXO´�SRVVLEO\�PHDQ��LI�LW�PHDQV�DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO��%XW�LQ�DVNLQJ�WKLV�
RQH�LV�RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�QHLWKHU�GR�ZH�KDYH�D�FOHDU�LGHD�RI�ZKDW�
³WKH�EXWWHUÀ\� LV�EHDXWLIXO´� H[DFWO\�PHDQV�� DSDUW� IURP� WKH�YLYLG�SKH-
QRPHQRORJLFDO� OLQN� EHWZHHQ� H[SHULHQFH� RI� WKH� EXWWHUÀ\¶V� SHUFHSWXDO�
SURSHUWLHV�DQG�WKH�GHOLJKW�ZH�IHHO�LQ�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKHP��6R��RQ�ZKDW�
JURXQGV�H[DFWO\�GR�ZH�H[FOXGH�WKH�LGHD�RI�PRUDO�EHDXW\��RU�PRUDO�XJOL-
QHVV��IURP�WKH�UHDOP�RI�DHVWKHWLFV"�3HRSOH�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�
SHUVRQDOLW\�LQ�DFWLRQV��JHVWXUHV��XWWHUDQFHV��GHPHDQRXU��DQG�WKHVH�FDQ�
KDUGO\�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�WKLQJV�GHYRLG�RI�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�DSSUHFLDWHG�
DHVWKHWLFDOO\��7KDW�EHLQJ�VR��RQ�ZKDW�JURXQGV�DUH�PRUDO�TXDOLWLHV��HP-
ERGLHG�LQ�FRQFUHWH�JHVWXUHV�H[FOXGHG�IURP�SOD\LQJ�D�UROH�LQ�DHVWKHWLF�
DSSUHFLDWLRQ"�7KH�HOHPHQW�RI�SOHDVXUH�DQG�GLVSOHDVXUH�LQ�VXFK�TXDOLWLHV�
DV�HPERGLHG�LQ�FRQFUHWH�JHVWXUHV�VHHPV�DV�SKHQRPHQRORJLFDOO\�YLYLG�
DV� WKH�SOHDVXUH�ZH�PD\� IHHO� LQ�EHKROGLQJ� WKH�SHUFHSWXDO�TXDOLWLHV�RI�
WKH�EXWWHUÀ\��:KDW�SUHFOXGHV�RXU�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�WKH�UXGHQHVV�RI�JHVWXUH�
IURP�EHLQJ�DV�WKRURXJKO\�DHVWKHWLF�DV�D�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�GLVFRUG��RU�ZRUGV�
DQG�PXVLFDO�QRWHV�WKDW�VHHP�³RXW�RI�SODFH´"

2QH�FDQ�H[SHULHQFH�WKLV�HIIHFW�PRVW�FOHDUO\��,�EHOLHYH��ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�
VSHFL¿F�H[DPSOHV�LQ�DUWZRUNV��EXW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�EULQJ�LQWR�IRFXV�
VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� LV� FRPPRQO\� H[SHULHQFHG� LQ� HYHU\GD\� OLIH��&RQVLGHU�
WKH�VHTXHQFH�LQ�WKH�PRYLH�E\�<DVXMLUR�2]X��Tokyo Story���������ZKHQ��
GXULQJ�D�PHDO�IROORZLQJ�WKHLU�PRWKHU¶V�IXQHUDO��WKH�HOGHVW�VLVWHU�LQ�WKH�
IDPLO\��6KLJH��UHSHDWHGO\�DVNV�DERXW�FORWKHV�VKH�FRXOG�WDNH�IRU�KHUVHOI�
DV�NHHSVDNHV��PRYLQJ�WR�WKLV�WRSLF�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�H[SUHVVLQJ�FRQ-
FHUQ�RYHU�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�VROLWXGH��,� OLNH� WR�REVHUYH�WKLV�VHTXHQFH�XQGHU�
0F*LQQ¶V�PHWDSKRU�RI�³PRUDO�FKRUGV´��DV�VRPHKRZ�D�PXVLFDO�VHTXHQ-
FH��LQ�ZKLFK�VRPH�RI�WKH�QRWHV�VRXQG�³RXW�RI�WXQH´��GXH�WR�WKH�VHQVH�
RI�PRUDO�GLVFRUG�WKH\�JLYH�ULVH�WR��D�VHQVH�RI�XJOLQHVV�WKDW�FDQQRW�EH�
UHGXFHG�WR�DQ\WKLQJ�VWULFWO\�SHUFHSWXDO�DERXW�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�WKHLU�
VHWWLQJ���7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�FRPSOLFDWHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�XJOLQHVV�UHVL-
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GHV�QRW�LQ�WKH�¿OP�VHTXHQFH��EXW�LQ�ZKDW�LW�UHSUHVHQWV��WKRXJK�WKH�¿OP�
UHSUHVHQWV�EHDXWLIXOO\�WKH�XJOLQHVV�WKDW�PRPHQWDULO\�LV�EURXJKW�WR�RXU�
DZDUHQHVV�� DQG� WKLV� UHLQIRUFHV� WKH� LGHD� WKDW�EHDXW\� LV�PRUH�FRPSOH[�
WKDQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�SOHDVXUDEOH�VHQVDWLRQV�IROORZLQJ�SHUFHSWXDO�VWLPXOL���
7KH�HIIHFW�LV�DW�RQFH�HWKLF�DQG�DHVWKHWLF��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�D�VLWXDWLRQ�
ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�PRUDO�SURSHUWLHV�DQG�FHUWDLQ�DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV��ZKROO\�
XQUHODWHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�FRXOG�EH�WKH�RQVHW�RI�DQ�HQGOHVV�
³ZDU�RI�LQWXLWLRQV´��LQ�ZKLFK�,�ZLOO�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�³RWKHU�VLGH´�
DV�PHUHO\�EHJJLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�³DHVWKHWLF�DXWRQRPLVW´��$QG�
,�VHH�QR�HDV\�ZD\�WR�EUHDN�WKH�FLUFOH��VLQFH�WKH�GHDGORFN�SUHWW\�PXFK�
GHSHQGV�RQ� WKH�QRWLRQ�RI� WKH� DHVWKHWLF� RQH� VWDUWV�ZLWK��6R��ZKDW�ZH�
PXVW�GR��DV�,�VHH�LW��LV�WR�FKRRVH�WKDW�QRWLRQ�ZKLFK�VHHPV�WR�XV�PRUH�
HQOLJKWHQLQJ�RU�H[SODQDWRU\����%XW�HYHQ�KHUH�WKHUH�LV�QR�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�
ZH�ZRQ¶W�IDOO�EDFN�LQWR�D�FLUFOH�RI�³LQWXLWLRQV´��1RQHWKHOHVV��H[DPSOHV�
OLNH�WKLV�VHTXHQFH�RI�³ZURQJ�PRUDO�QRWHV´�JHQHUDWLQJ�D�NLQG�RI�PXVL-
FDO�GLVFRUG�KHOS�XV�PDNH�PRUH�YLYLG�WKH�NH\�LGHD�WKDW�DHVWKHWLFV�LV�QRW�
PHUHO\�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�UHDFWLQJ�ZLWK�SOHDVXUH�RU�GLVSOHDVXUH�WR�SHUFHSWXDO�
VWLPXOL��EXW�UDWKHU�OLHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWLQXRXV�H[HUFLVH�RI�³WDVWH´�DV�D�IDFXOW\�
QRW�DNLQ�WR�PHUH�VHQVH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RU�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�IHHO�SOHDVXUH�DQG�GLV-
SOHDVXUH��EXW�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�do�DQG�undergo DV�VXEMHFWV�RI�D�life�DQG�WKDW�
FDQQRW�EH�GRQH�QRU�XQGHUJRQH�E\�DQ\�EHLQJ�WKDW�LV�QRW��LQ�OLNH�PDQQHU��
WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�D�OLIH��:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�PHDQ��KRZHYHU"�6XUHO\�QRW�WKH�WUL-
YLDO�QRWLRQ�WKDW�RQH�PXVW�EH�DOLYH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKLQJV�DHVWKHWL-
FDOO\��VLQFH�EHLQJ�DOLYH�LV�D�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKLQJV�tout court�

The aesthetic: lived rather than simply perceived

7KH�UHOHYDQW�QRWLRQ�RI�life�WR�EH�XVHG�KHUH�LV�WKDW�RI�EHLQJ�DQ�LQ-
GLYLGXDO�ZLWK�D�history��D�KLVWRU\�WKDW�LV�DV�PXFK�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�DV�LW�LV�
URRWHG�LQ�WKH�FRPPRQ�KLVWRU\�RI�PDQ\�LQGLYLGXDOV��VXFK�WKDW�HDFK�LQGL-
YLGXDO�KLVWRU\�VKDUHV�FHUWDLQ�³VWUXFWXUDO´�SURSHUWLHV��ZH�DOO�³GHYHORS´��
JR�WKURXJK�FKLOGKRRG��EHFRPH�DGXOWV��JURZ�ROG��ZH�VKDUH�D�VHQVH�RI�
RULJLQ�DQG�RI�RXU�RZQ�¿QLWXGH��ZH�FRRSHUDWH�LQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��
ODQJXDJHV��FXOWXUHV��D�VHQVH�RI�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQFH�WKURXJK�WLPH�±�ZKLFK�
GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�WKDW�PXFK�RI�WKDW�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQFH�LVQ¶W�DGYHUVDULDO�LQ�
QDWXUH��LW�VXUHO\�LV��6WLOO��ZKDW�,�ZLVK�WR�HPSKDVL]H�LV�WKDW�living one’s 
life�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�XQDYRLGDEO\�LQYROYHV�MRLQW�DFWLRQ��VKDUHG�JRDOV��
FRRSHUDWLRQ��DQG�QRW� MXVW�D�VHTXHQFH�RI�³SULYDWH´�H[SHULHQFHV��$�OLIH�
LQYROYHV� H[SHULHQFHV�� DFWLRQV�� IDFWV��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK� JR�ZD\�EH\RQG�
WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI�RQH¶V�RZQ�³SULYDWH´�H[SHULHQFH��$�OLIH�LV�PXFK�PRUH�
WKDQ�D�PHUH�VHTXHQFH�RI�VXEMHFWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�D�OLYLQJ�RUJDQLVP�
KDV��LW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�SOD\V�D�FHUWDLQ�UROH�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RWKHUV��ZKR-
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VH� OLYHV� SOD\� D� UROH� LQ� RXU� RZQ�� DQG� DOO� MRLQWO\� SOD\� D� UROH� LQ� VRPH�
ODUJHU�SURFHVV��IDU�PRUH�FRPSOH[�WKDQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�VLQJOH�LQGLYLGXDO��
$OVR��RQH�FUXFLDO�HOHPHQW�LQ�RXU�³DHVWKHWLF�OLIH´�LV�WKDW�ZH�FRQVWDQWO\�
seek agreement�LQ�DHVWKHWLF�PDWWHUV��ZH�KDYH�normative expectations 
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF���DQG�WKDW�VXFK�DJUHHPHQW�matters�WR�XV�DW�OHDVW�
DV�PXFK�DV�DQ\�SOHDVXUDEOH�IHHOLQJ�ZH�PLJKW�GUDZ�IURP�H[SHULHQFLQJ�
WKLV�RU�WKDW��³����ZH�VSHDN�RI�ZKDW�LV�DSSURSULDWH�RQO\�ZKHUH�WKHUH�H[LVWV�
VRPH�HVWDEOLVKHG�SUDFWLFH�������ZLWK�LWV�ERG\�RI�JHQHUDOLWLHV�DQG�UXOHV´��

+RZHYHU��WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKLQJV�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�DO-
ZD\V�RFFXUV�LQ�individual conscience��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�PXFK�WKDW�FRQV-
FLHQFH�PXVW�EH�EXWWUHVVHG�E\�IRUPV�RI�MRLQW�DFWLRQ�DQG�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQ-
FH�DQG�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�FUXFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�RXU�QRUPDWLYH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
�H[SHFWDWLRQV� WRZDUGV�FROOHFWLYH�DJUHHPHQW�� LQ�DHVWKHWLF�PDWWHUV�DUH��
$HVWKHWLF� MXGJHPHQW�RU�H[SHULHQFH� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV�
ERWK�does�DQG�undergoes� LQ�WKH�VDPH�LQHOXFWDEO\�³VROLWDU\´�ZD\�WKDW�
RQH�PXVW�H[SHULHQFH�ERWK�SOHDVXUH�DQG�SDLQ�DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�VHQVDWLRQV��
8VLQJ�1LFN�=DQJZLOO¶V�ZRUGV��³:H�FDQ�OLVWHQ�WR�PXVLF�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�
VHQVH�RI�JRLQJ�WR�D�FRQFHUW�WRJHWKHU��MXVW�DV�ZH�FDQ�HDW�WRJHWKHU�ZKHQ�ZH�
VLW�GRZQ�WR�D�PHDO�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��7KLV�LV�MRLQW�DFWLRQ��%XW�ZH�FDQQRW�
OLVWHQ�WR�PXVLF�WRJHWKHU�DQ\�PRUH�WKDQ�ZH�FDQ�WDVWH�IRRG�WRJHWKHU´���

,W�LV�WKXV�DV�VXEMHFWV�RI�a�OLIH��D�SDUWLFXODU�OLIH��QDPHO\�one’s own 
OLIH��WKRXJK�DOVR�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�kind RI�EHLQJV�WKDW�DUH�VXEMHFWV�RI�
OLYHV��DQG�WKXV�VLPLODU�LQ�PDQ\�IXQGDPHQWDO�ZD\V���WKDW�WKLQJV�DSSHDU�
WR�XV�HQGRZHG�ZLWK�DHVWKHWLF�IHDWXUHV��7KLV�UHTXLUHV�XV�WR�DEDQGRQ�WKH�
LGHD�RI�PRGHOOLQJ�³DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV´� LQ� WHUPV�RI�RWKHU�SURSHUWLHV�
VXFK�DV�WKH�URXQGQHVV�DQG�ZKLWHQHVV�RI�WKLV�FRIIHH�FXS�LQ�IURQW�RI�PH��
$V�RQH�JURZV�ROG�DQG�DFFXPXODWHV�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH��RQH�
LV�DEOH�WR�PDNH�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�associations�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRORXU�ZKLWH�
DQG�D�YDVW�DUUD\�RI�RWKHU�WKLQJV�±�ZKLWHQHVV�DFTXLUHV�D�ZLGHU�UDQJH�RI�
symbolic properties� IRU�XV�� DQG� WKLV�PD\�EH� D� UHOHYDQW� LQJUHGLHQW�RI�
DHVWKHWLF� H[SHULHQFHV��%XW� RXU� DELOLW\� WR� H[SHULHQFH� WKH� FXS� DV�ZKL-
WH� DQG� URXQG� LV�SUHWW\�PXFK� WKH� VDPH� IURP� WKH�PRPHQW�ZH�EHFRPH�
DEOH�WR�GLVFHUQ�REMHFWV�YLVXDOO\��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�PXFK�VXEWOHU�DQG�PRUH�
QXDQFHG�P\�V\PEROLF�DVVRFLDWLRQV�ZLWK�ZKLWHQHVV�EHFRPH��P\�DELOLW\�
WR�VHH�WKH�FXS�DV�ZKLWH�LV�QR�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�LW�ZDV�WZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��RU�
VLQFH�,�EHFDPH�DEOH�WR�GLVFHUQ�FRORXUV��2I�FRXUVH��YLVXDO�DFXLW\�YDULHV�
ZLWK� WLPH�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��EXW� WKLV� LV� LUUHOHYDQW� WR� WKH�H[SHULHQFH�
RI�ZKLWHQHVV�LWVHOI�±�PRUH�RU�OHVV�EOXUUHG��WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�FXS�DV�
ZKLWH�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH��%\�FRQWUDVW��,�NQRZ�DV�D�IDFW�WKDW�P\�DEL-
OLW\�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKLQJV�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�LV�QRW�WKH�VDPH��LQ�WKLV�VHQVH��WKDW�
LW�ZDV�WZHQW\�\HDUV�DJR��6XUH��P\�WDVWHV�LQ�PXVLF�DQG�VXFK�WKLQJV�GLG�
9.  6FUXWRQ��Art…, ����
10.  =DQJZLOO��Music…, ����



QRW�FKDQJH�UDGLFDOO\��WKH\�KDUGO\�FKDQJHG�DW�DOO��GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,�
NQRZ�PRUH�RI�WKH�³JHQUHV´�WKDW�DWWUDFW�PH���KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
WKLQJV�WKDW�,�DP�DEOH�WR�see aesthetically�WKDW�,�ZDVQ¶W�EHIRUH��7KLV�LV�DQ�
H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�DUH�PRVW�REYLRXVO\�DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�LQ�
WKH�FDVH�RI�OLWHUDWXUH��WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�UHDGLQJ�WKH�VDPH�QRYHO�DJDLQ�
ZLWK�DQ�LQWHUYDO�RI�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��2QH�H[DPSOH�FRXOG�EH�WKDW�RI�IXOO\�
DSSUHFLDWLQJ�WKH�LURQ\�RI�D�FHUWDLQ�SDVVDJH��/LNHZLVH��DSSUHFLDWLQJ�WKH�
HOHJDQFH�RU�JUDFLRXVQHVV�RI�D�JHVWXUH�UHTXLUHV�PRUH�WKDQ�YLVXDO�DFXLW\��
RU�EHLQJ�HQGRZHG�ZLWK�WKH�GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�³VWDQGDUG�RE-
VHUYHU´�LQ�³VWDQGDUG�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ´��7KH�DHVWKHWLF�IDFXOW\��
LQ�D�ZD\��JURZV�ZLWK�XV��DOWKRXJK�GHYHORSLQJ�DHVWKHWLF�VHQVLWLYLW\� LV�
QRW�VWULFWO\�D�PDWWHU�RI�SV\FKRORJLFDO�³PDWXULW\´��$HVWKHWLF�EOLQGQHVV�
FDQ�SHUIHFWO\�ZHOO�FRH[LVW�ZLWK�SV\FKRORJLFDO�PDWXULW\��D�³IXOO\�GHYHOR-
SHG´�DGXOW�ZLWK�SHUIHFW�YLVXDO�DFXLW\�PD\�\HW�IDLO�WR�QRWLFH�KRZ�FHUWDLQ�
FRORXUV�DQG�VKDSHV�IDLO�WR�³JR�WRJHWKHU´��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�DQ�LPEDODQFH��IRU�
LQVWDQFH��7KLV� LV�ZKDW�PDGH� WKH�JXVWDWRU\�PHWDSKRU�RI�³WDVWH´�DQG�D�
VXVWDLQHG�H[HUFLVH�RI� WDVWH�RYHU�WLPH��WKH�GLVFHUQPHQW�RI�ZKDW�³JRHV�
WRJHWKHU´��VR�FRPSHOOLQJ��IURP�%XUNH�DQG�+XPH�WR�6LEOH\�DQG�RXU�RZQ�
WLPHV��$QG�\HW��WKH�HOHJDQFH�DQG�LURQ\�RI�D�JHVWXUH�PXVW�GLIIHU�VR�PXFK�
IURP�WKH�ELWWHUQHVV�RI�DQ�DOH�RU�WKH�GU\QHVV�RI�3RUW�ZLQH�DV�WKH\�GLIIHU�
IURP�WKH�ZKLWHQHVV�RI� WKH�FRIIHH�FXS�� LQ� WKH�VDPH�PHDVXUH� WKDW� WKH\�
UHVHPEOH�WKH�ELWWHUQHVV�RI�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ��7KH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�PHWDSKRU�OLHV�
LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�HQMR\DEOH�TXDOLWLHV�RI�D�JRRG�PHDO�DUH��WR�DQ�H[WHQW��
WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�SUHYLRXV�KLVWRU\�RI�VXFK�H[SHULHQFHV�

$Q\ZD\��WKH�SRLQW�KHUH�LV�WR�WU\�DQG�JHW�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�VHH�WKH�LQD-
GHTXDF\�RI�PRGHOOLQJ�³DHVWKHWLF�SURSHUWLHV´�RQ�RWKHU�³PHWDSK\VLFDOO\�
UHVSHFWDEOH´�SURSHUWLHV�E\�DSSHDOLQJ�WR�QRWLRQV�RI�³VWDQGDUG�FRQGLWLRQV�
RI�REVHUYDWLRQ´�DQG�³VXSHUYHQLHQFH´�RU� ³FR�YDULDWLRQ´�EHWZHHQ�SUR-
SHUWLHV��DV� LI� WKH�PHUH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI� WKH�DHVWKHWLF� UHDOP�XQGHU� WKRVH�
FRQFHSWV�ZDV�the�H[SHGLHQW�WKDW�¿QDOO\�FRQIHUV�XSRQ�DHVWKHWLFV�LW¶V�VR�
GHVLUHG�HSLVWHPLF�SURELW\��8QGHU� WKLV�PRGHO�� HOHJDQFH� LV� ³RXW� WKHUH´�
LQ� WKH� ZRUOG�� HPHUJLQJ� IURP� FHUWDLQ� FRPELQDWLRQV� RI� QRQ�DHVWKHWLF�
SURSHUWLHV�DQG�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�WKH�³VWDQGDUG�REVHUYHU´�LQ�³VWDQGDUG�FRQ-
GLWLRQV�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ´��7R�VHH�WKLQJV�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�� WRXJK��LV�QRWKLQJ�
OLNH�VHHLQJ�WKH�FXS�DV�D�URXQG�ZKLWH�REMHFW�RI�D�FHUWDLQ�YROXPH«�LQ�
VWDQGDUG� FRQGLWLRQV� RI� REVHUYDWLRQ��7KH� HOHJDQFH� �RU� RWKHU� DHVWKHWLF�
IHDWXUHV��RI�D�WHD�FXS�RU�D�EXLOGLQJ��IRU�LQVWDQFH��LV�D�IDU�FORXGLHU�PDWWHU�
WKDW�LQYROYHV�DQ�DFWLYH�H[HUFLVH�RI�WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ��E\�EHLQJV�ZKR��OLNH�
RXUVHOYHV��DUH�QRW�RQO\�FDSDEOH�RI�IRUPLQJ�EHOLHIV�DERXW�WKHLU�HQYLURQ-
PHQW��EXW�DOVR�desires�UHJDUGLQJ�LW�DQG�ZKDW�LW�FRQWDLQV��)XUWKHUPRUH��
ZH�DOVR�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKLQJV�DV�LPSDFWLQJ�RXU�GHVLUHV�LQ�
FHUWDLQ�ZD\V11��7KXV�� WKH�sublime� LQ�VRPH�HDUWKO\�RU�FRVPLF�HYHQW��D�
11.  7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�,�JLYH�desire�KHUH�SUHWW\�PXFK�HFKRHV�ZKDW�(GG\�=HPDFK�VD\V�LQ�
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QDWXUDO�FDWDVWURSKH�RU�WKH�VWDUU\�VN\��GRHV�QRW�LVVXH�IURP�VRPH�UHODWLRQ�
RI�FR�YDULDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SURSHUWLHV�³RXW�WKHUH´�±�WKH�VXEOLPLW\�LV�ZKROO\�
D�IHDWXUH�RI�our�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�KRZ�LW�LPSDFWV�RXU�GHVL-
UHV��QDPHO\��ZKDW�GH¿HV�our QRUPDO�FRJQLWLYH�DELOLWLHV��RXU�FDSDFLWLHV�
RI�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��RXU�QRUPDO� LQWHOOLJHQFH�� WKH�WHPSRUDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�
ERXQGDULHV�RI�RXU�H[LVWHQFH��RXU� OLYHV��6RPHWKLQJ� LV� VXEOLPH� LQ�SDUW�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�HIIHFW�LW�FRXOG�KDYH�RQ�RXU�GHVLUHV�±�GHVLUH�WR�
NQRZ��WR�RYHUFRPH�DQ�REVWDFOH��WR�SHUVLVW�LQ�H[LVWHQFH��HWF��7KH�VWDUU\�
VN\�LV�VXEOLPH�SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�RI�KRZ�VPDOO�we�DUH�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�DQG�
JLYHQ�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WKH�(YHUHVW�LV�VXEOLPH�EHFDXVH�
RI�LWV�GLPHQVLRQV�UHODWLYH�WR�XV��%XW�LW�LV�QRW�D�VKHHU�PDWWHU�RI�UHODWLYH�
GLPHQVLRQV��LW�LV�FUXFLDOO\�D�PDWWHU�RI�WKH�imagination��7KH�VXEOLPLW\�
RI�0RXQW�(YHUHVW�GRHV�QRW�UHVLGH�PHUHO\�LQ�WKH�EUXWH�IDFW�WKDW�LWV�GL-
PHQVLRQV�JUHDWO\�VXUSDVV�WKDW�RI�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��LW�FUXFLDOO\�GHSHQGV�
RQ�KRZ�LW�HQJDJHV�RXU�LPDJLQDWLRQ��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�WR�WKDW�
HQJDJHPHQW�� KRZ�FOLPELQJ� LW� LV� D� IHDW� RI�KXPDQ� LQJHQXLW\�� SK\VLFDO�
HQGXUDQFH�DQG�SUREDEO\�PDGQHVV��KRZ�LW�PDNHV�XV�WKLQN�RI�WKH�IRUFHV�
RI�QDWXUH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�XV�JHQHUDOO\��DQG�D�KRVW�RI�VXFK�³LPDJLQDWLYH�
DVSHFWV´��$�IHDWXUH�VXFK�DV�VXEOLPLW\�FRXOG�QRW�EH�LQ�VWDUNHU�FRQWUDVW�
WR�VXFK�SURSHUWLHV�DV�WKH�ZKLWHQHVV�RI�WKH�FRIIHH�FXS��ZKRVH�XQGHUV-
WDQGLQJ�PXVW�LQFOXGH�VRPH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�RXU�SHUFHSWLYH�
RUJDQV�EXW�LQ�QR�ZD\�UHTXLUHV�WKH�HQJDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�LPDJLQDWLRQ�WKDW�
VHHLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�DV�VXEOLPH��DV�HOHJDQW�RU�DV�wabi-sabi��RU�ZKDWHYHU�
DHVWKHWLF�IHDWXUH�\RX�FDQ�WKLQN�RI��UHTXLUHV��IRU�WR�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�DSSHD-
UDQFH�RI�WKLQJV�LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQ�WR�RXU�GHVLUHV�is�D�IHDW�RI�WKH�LPDJLQD-
WLRQ��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�VSRQWDQHRXV�RU�³XQSULPHG´�LW�PD\�EH����

Aesthetic Platonism without Plato: The “beautiful life” as Idea of 
Beauty

7KH�VXJJHVWLRQ�,�KDYH�EHHQ�PDNLQJ�WDNHV�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�D�SDSHU�
E\�-HUUROG�/HYLQVRQ� ������� WLWOHG�³,QWULQVLF�9DOXH�DQG� WKH�1RWLRQ�RI�
D�/LIH´�� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�DXWKRU�GHDOV�ZLWK� WKH� LVVXH�RI�ZKDW�FDQ�EH� WKH�
REMHFW�RI�³VXVWDLQDEOH�MXGJHPHQWV�RI� LQWULQVLF�YDOXH´���� ,Q� WKLV�SDSHU��

Real Beauty��������±�VHH�WKH�ZKROH�RI�&KDSWHU����³7KH�RQWRORJ\�RI�DHVWKHWLF�SURSHU-
WLHV´�±��PLQXV�WKH�³UHDOLVW�RQWRORJ\´�KH�JRHV�RQ�WR�RIIHU��PDNLQJ�JHQHURXV�XVH�RI�WKH�
QRWLRQ�RI�VXSHUYHQLHQFH�
12. �)RU�D�FULWLFDO�YLHZ�RQ�DWWHPSWV�WR�EDVH�³DHVWKHWLF�UHDOLVP´�RQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�VX-
SHUYHQLHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�=HPDFK¶V��WR�WKH�HIIHFW�WKDW�DSSHDOV�WR�VXSHUYHQLHQFH��DV�WKH\�
VWDQG��FDQ�EH�VHW�DVLGH�IRU�:LWWJHQVWHLQLDQ�DVSHFW�SHUFHSWLRQ��VHH�%HQMDPLQ�7LOJKPDQ��
5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�$HVWKHWLF�-XGJHPHQW�DQG�2WKHU�(VVD\V��$OGHUVKRW��$VKJDWH�3XEOLVK-
LQJ��������
13. �-HUUROG�/HYLQVRQ��©,QWULQVLF�9DOXH�DQG�WKH�1RWLRQ�RI�D�/LIHª��LQ�Contemplating 
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/HYLQVRQ�SURSRVHV�WKDW�D�FHUWDLQ�NLQG�RI�FRPSOH[�REMHFW�LV�WKH�RQO\�RQH�
VXVFHSWLEOH�RI�EHLQJ�WKH�EHDUHU�RI�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��lives-being-certain-
-ways��1RW�WKH�DEVWUDFW�QRWLRQ�RI�OLIH�DV�VXFK��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�OLIH�LQ�LWVHOI�
KDV�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��EXW�WKDW�FRQFUHWH�ZD\V�WKDW�D�ULFKO\�VHQWLHQW�OLIH�XQ-
IROGV�DUH�WKH�RQO\�ERQD�¿GH�FDQGLGDWHV�WR�EH�EHDUHUV�RI�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��
/HYLQVRQ�GLYLGHV�DFFRXQWV�RI�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH�LQWR�WZR�YDULHWLHV��REMHFW-
�EDVHG�DFFRXQWV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�EDVHG�DFFRXQWV� �ibidem��� WKDW� LV��DF-
FRXQWV�WKDW�DVFULEH�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH�WR�H[WHUQDO�REMHFWV�DQG�DFFRXQWV�WKDW�
DVFULEH�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH�WR�VXEMHFWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV��+LV�SURSRVDO�LV� WKDW�
GXH�WR�WKH�LPSRVVLELOLW\�RI�SUHVHUYLQJ�WKH�YDOXH�RI�D�WKLQJ�RU�H[SHULHQFH�
ZKLOH�GHWDFKLQJ�LW�IURP�WKH�FRQWH[W�WKDW�JLYHV�ULVH�WR�VXFK�YDOXH��OLYHV-
�EHLQJ�FHUWDLQ�ZD\V�DUH�WKH�RQO\�NLQG�RI�FRPSOH[��HQFRPSDVVLQJ�HQWL-
WLHV�WKDW�FDQ�UHDOO\�KDYH�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��EHFDXVH�WKH\�HQFRPSDVV�ERWK�
REMHFWV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��DQG�D�UREXVW�OLQN�WR�UHDOLW\�WKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�
UHOHYDQW�LQ�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�DQ�H[SHULHQFH¶V�YDOXH��5RXJKO\��LW�LV�WKH�
LGHD�WKDW�H[SHULHQFHV�DUH�HSLVRGHV�LQ�D�OLIH��DQG�WZR�OLYHV�PDGH�XS�RI�
VLPLODU�H[SHULHQWLDO�HSLVRGHV�PD\�QRQHWKHOHVV�GHWHUPLQH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�
RI�YDOXH�EHWZHHQ�VXFK�H[SHULHQFHV��VR�WKDW��IRU�LQVWDQFH��WZR�VDPSOHV�
RI�WKH�VDPH�NLQG�RI�SOHDVXUH�PD\�KDYH�ZLGHO\�GLIIHULQJ�YDOXHV�ZKHQ�
LQVHUWHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DFWXDO�OLYHV�EHLQJ�FHUWDLQ�ZD\V��2QH�FRUROODU\�
RI�WKLV�LV�WKDW�QRW�HYHQ�EHDXW\�RU�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�EHDXW\�WXUQ�RXW�WR�
KDYH�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��H[FHSW�ZKHQ�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�D�OLIH�EHLQJ�D�
FHUWDLQ�ZD\��7KH�YDOXH�RI�EHDXW\�LV�XQGHWDFKDEOH�IURP�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�D�
OLIH�ZKLFK�LV�HQULFKHQHG�E\�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�EHDXW\�LQ�VSHFL¿F�FLUFXPV-
WDQFHV��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�SRWHQWLDOO\�XVHIXO�DQDORJ\�KHUH�EHWZHHQ�REMHFW-
�EDVHG�DFFRXQWV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�EDVHG�DFFRXQWV�RI�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH�EHLQJ�
VXEVXPHG�LQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�D�OLIH�EHLQJ�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\��DQG�DFFRXQWV�RI�
DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�WKDW�IRFXV�HLWKHU�RQ�SURSHUWLHV�RI�REMHFWV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
RU� RQ� SURSHUWLHV� RI� VXEMHFWLYH� H[SHULHQFHV�� LW� VXJJHVWV� WKDW� ERWK� VX-
IIHU�IURP�WKH�VDPH�RQH�VLGHGQHVV�WKDW�VXSSRVHGO\�SODJXH�DFFRXQWV�RI�
LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��7KH� LGHD� LV� WKDW� WKH�DHVWKHWLF�ZLOO�RQO\�HPHUJH�ZKHQ�
FHUWDLQ�SURSHUWLHV�RI�ERWK�REMHFWV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�DUH�integrated�LQWR�
VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�D�ZLGHU�SXUSRVH�

2QH�ZD\��SHUKDSV��RI�PDNLQJ�WKHVH�LGHDV�VRPHZKDW�OHVV�HWKHUHDO�LV�
SHUKDSV�WR�WKLQN�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�PHFKDQLVP�GHVFULEHG�E\�6FUXWRQ�LQ�KLV�
SDSHU�³,Q�6HDUFK�RI�WKH�$HVWKHWLF´���������ZKLFK�ZH�FDQ�FKDUDFWHUL]H�
DV� WKH�PHFKDQLVP� WKURXJK�ZKLFK� ³SDQ�DHVWKHWLFLVP´� DFWXDOO\�ZRUNV�
LQ�RXU�OLYHV��,Q�WKDW�SDSHU��6FUXWRQ�GHVFULEHV�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�D�SURFHVV�RI�
HOLPLQDWLQJ�UHGXQGDQFLHV��WKRVH�UDWLRQDO�FKRLFHV�WKDW�DUH�OHIW�ZKHQ�DOO�
SUDFWLFDO�DQG�XWLOLWDULDQ�GHFLVLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH��$V�DQ�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�
RI�WKLV�SURFHVV��KH�PDNHV�XVH�RI�WKH�:LWWJHVWHLQLDQ�H[DPSOH�RI�D�FDU-
SHQWHU�GHFLGLQJ�RQ�KRZ�WR�PDNH�D�GRRU�IUDPH�VR�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�³¿W´�WKH�
Art: Essays in Aesthetics��2[IRUG��&ODUHQGRQ�3UHVV�������������
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HQYLURQPHQW�� DVVRFLDWLQJ� ³GRRU�VKDSHV�ZLWK� VSHFL¿F� IRUPV� RI� VRFLDO�
OLIH��ZLWK�ZD\V�RI� HQWHULQJ� DQG� OHDYLQJ�D� URRP��ZLWK� VW\OHV�RI�GUHVV�
DQG�EHKDYLRU´14��7KLV�LV�DQ�LQVWDQFH�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�QHHG�WR�RUJDQL]H�RXU�
HQYLURQPHQW�VR�WKDW�DSSHDUDQFHV�RI�WKLQJV�DURXQG�XV�DUH�LQYHVWHG�ZLWK�
PHDQLQJ��LPSULQWLQJ�RXU�³PDUN�RQ�WKH�ZRUOG´��VR�WR�VSHDN��7KH�SUDFWLFH�
RI�DUW�FDQ�WKXV�EH�VHHQ�DV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKLV�DOO�SHUYDVLYH�FRQFHUQ�LQ�
³HYHU\GD\�DHVWKHWLF�PDWWHUV´��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�³HOLPLQDWLQJ�UHGXQGDQ-
FLHV´�LV�WKDW�RI�¿WWLQJ�WKH�DSSHDUDQFHV�LQ�RXU�HQYLURQPHQWV�LQWR�styles, 
WKDW�LQYHVW�VXFK�DSSHDUDQFHV�ZLWK�PHDQLQJ��LQ�D�P\ULDG�VXEWOH�ZD\V��
$QG�ZKDW�,¶P�SURSRVLQJ�KHUH�LV�WKDW�VXFK�SURFHVV�FDQ�SHUKDSV�EH�IUXL-
WIXOO\�VHHQ�DV�D�PLFURFRVP�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�PRUH�EDVLF�SURFHVV�RI�¿WWLQJ�
DVSHFWV�RI�RXU� OLYHV� LQWR�PHDQLQJIXO�SDWWHUQV� WKDW�PDNH�XS�D�VW\OH��D�
PHDQLQJIXO�ZD\�IRU�D�OLIH�WR�EH��DQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�D�SLFWXUH�WKDW�FDS-
WXUHV� WKH�XQLW\�RU�FRQWLQXLW\�EHWZHHQ�ERWK�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�RXU�DFWV�RI�
YDOXDWLRQ��HWKLFDO�DQG�DHVWKHWLFDO�

:KHWKHU�KH�LV�ULJKW�RU�ZURQJ�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�LQWULQVLF�YDOXH��
RQH�DVSHFW�WKDW�/HYLQVRQ¶V�SDSHU�OHDYHV�RSHQ�LV�WKDW�RI�ZKDW�WKH�VSH-
FL¿F�ZD\V�D�OLIH�LV�WKDW�PDNH�LW�LQWULQVLFDOO\�YDOXDEOH�DUH��WKHUH�LV�QR�
SUHVXPSWLRQ�RI�D�single�ZD\�D�OLIH�FDQ�EH�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�VR��OHVW�ZH�¿QG�
RXUVHOYHV�VWDXQFKO\�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�DHVWKHWLFV�RI�VRFLDOLVW�UHDOLVP���
$QG� WKH�VXJJHVWLRQ�,¶P�JRLQJ� WR�PDNH�QRZ�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�KDYH�DV�D�
FRQVHTXHQFH�WKDW�0F*LQQ¶V�$79�ZLOO�VHHP��E\�FRQWUDVW��PXFK�PRUH�
SODXVLEOH��LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�SUHSRVWHURXVQHVV�RI�P\�RZQ�VXJJHVWLRQ��$QG�
WKDW�VXJJHVWLRQ�LV�D�IXUWKHU�ZLGHQLQJ�RI�VFRSH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�PD\�¿-
JXUH�DV�EHDUHUV�RI�DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV�DQG�WDUJHWV�RI�DHVWKHWLF�MXGJHPHQW��
,�SURSRVH�WKDW�lives-being-certain-ways DUH��LQ�WKHLU�WXUQ��WKH�EHDUHUV�RI�
DHVWKHWLF�TXDOLWLHV��DQG�WKDW�WKH�ZD\V�D�OLIH�FDQ�EH�WKDW�PDNH�LW�LQWULQ-
VLFDOO\�YDOXDEOH�DUH�WKRVH�ZD\V�WKDW�DPRXQW�WR«�D�beautiful life��$QG�
QRZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�FURVVHG�HQWLUHO\�LQWR�WKH�UHDOP�RI�FUD]LQHVV��,�FDQ�FOR-
VH�E\�VXJJHVWLQJ�D�SRVVLEOH�ZD\�RI�PDNLQJ�DOO�WKLV�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�LQWH-
OOLJLEOH��RU�ZLOGO\�FUD]LHU��E\�FRQQHFWLQJ�LW�ZLWK�WKH�VHFRQG�LWHP�LQ�WKH�
OLVW�RI�IHDWXUHV�,�SRLQWHG�RXW�IURP�0F*LQQ¶V�ERRN��1DERNRY¶V�IRUPXOD�

7KH�LGHD�WKDW�VSHFL¿F�LQVWDQFHV�RI�EHDXW\�SXW�XV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
FHUWDLQ�LGHDOV��QDPHO\��LGHDOV�RI�D�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�DUW�LV�WKH�QRUP���FDQ�EH�
WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�LGHDO�RI�D�beautiful life��WKH�NLQG�RI�
WKLQJ�WKDW�PXVW��RI�QHFHVVLW\��LQFOXGH�PRUDO�EHDXW\��LPSOLFLWO\�JXLGHV�RU�
LQIRUPV�RXU�DHVWKHWLF�H[SHULHQFH��VR�WKDW�RXU�³DHVWKHWLF�HQGHDYRXUV´��LQ�
DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�UHVWULFWHG�GRPDLQ�RI�DUW��FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DV�D�IXO¿OPHQW�
RI�%HDUGVOH\¶V�VXJJHVWLRQ� WKDW�³LQ�FUHDWLQJ�ZRUNV�RI�DUW�ZH�KXPDQL-
]H�WKH�HDUWK�DV�ZH�FDQ�LQ�QR�RWKHU�ZD\��ZDUPLQJ�LW�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�
14. �5RJHU�6FUXWRQ��©,Q�6HDUFK�RI�WKH�$HVWKHWLFª��British Journal of Aesthetics��9RO��
������������������
15.  6HH�0F*LQQ��Ethics…������
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PDNLQJ� LW� D� SODFH�ZKHUH�ZH� EHORQJ´����ZKLFK� LQ� WXUQ� FRQQHFWV�ZLWK�
6FUXWRQ¶V�UHPDUNV�RQ�DHVWKHWLF�LQWHUHVW�EHLQJ�HVVHQWLDOO\�WLHG�ZLWK�WKH�
HQGHDYRXU�RI�PDNLQJ�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�D�KRPH��D�SODFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�
ZH�EHORQJ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��D�EHDXWLIXO�REMHFW�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ�RFFDVLRQ�
IRU�SOHDVXUH�LQ�SHUFHSWXDO�IHDWXUHV��7KH�XQLW\�RI�D�EHDXWLIXO�REMHFW��WKH�
FRKHVLRQ�RI�LWV�DHVWKHWLF�IHDWXUHV��LV��LQ�WKLV�VXJJHVWLRQ��DOVR�DV�LI�DQ�LQ-
WLPDWLRQ�WKH�XQLW\�RI�D�EHDXWLIXO�OLIH��ZKLFK�LV��DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV��WKH�
LGHD�RI�D�KDUPRQLRXV�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�PRUDO�TXDOLWLHV��RU�LQ�0F*LQQ¶V�
PXVLFDO�PHWDSKRU��D�KDUPRQLRXV�EOHQG�RI�³HWKLFDO�FKRUGV´����:H�FDQ�
¿QG�URXJKO\�WKH�VDPH�LGHD��WKRXJK�LQ�D�PDU[LVW�IUDPHZRUN��LQ�+HUEHUW�
0DUFXVH���������KLV�FULWLTXH�RI�³RUWKRGR[´�PDU[LVW�DHVWKHWLFV��E\�ZKL-
FK�KH�SODFHV�³WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRWHQWLDO�RI�DUW�LQ�DUW�LWVHOI��LQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�
IRUP�DV�VXFK´���� WKLV�³DHVWKHWLF�IRUP´��D�³GLPHQVLRQ�RI� WUXWK��SURWHVW�
DQG� SURPLVH´��, as ©VXEYHUVLYH� RI� SHUFHSWLRQ� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� DQ�
LQGLFWPHQW�RI� WKH�HVWDEOLVKHG� UHDOLW\�� WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI� WKH� LPDJH�RI�
OLEHUDWLRQª����LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��³DHVWKHWLF�IRUP´�DV��RQFH�DJDLQ��WKDW�ZKL-
FK�SXWV�XV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�LGHDOV��DQ�³LQYRFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�
LPDJH��schöner Schein��RI�OLEHUDWLRQ´����DQG�WKH�VDPH�EDVLF�LGHD�FRXOG�
XQGRXEWHGO\�EH�JLYHQ�PDQ\�PRUH�GLIIHUHQW��PRUH�RU�OHVV�LGHRORJLFDOO\�
LQÀHFWHG�YHUVLRQV�

2I� FRXUVH�� WKLV� LGHD� LV� QRW�ZLWKRXW� LWV� FKDOOHQJHV��&RQVLGHU� WKH�
IXWXULVW¶V� ³DHVWKHWLFL]DWLRQ´�RI�ZDU� �LQ�%HQMDPLQ¶V�SKUDVH��� DQG� WKHLU�
DGKHUHQFH��KRZHYHU�WURXEOHG�DQG�XQHYHQ��WR�IDVFLVW�SROLWLFV��:KHQ�3DXO�
1DVK�SDLQWHG�We are Making a New World��LQ�������D�SDLQWLQJ�ZKLFK�
JLYHV�XV�D�EOHDN��GHVRODWLQJ� LPDJH�RI� WKH�RXWFRPH�RI� WKH�¿UVW�ZRUOG�
ZDU��DQ�LQGLFWPHQW�RI�VHQVHOHVV�GHVWUXFWLRQ��GLG�KH�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�XQ-
GHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�³EHDXW\´�WKDW�0DULQHWWL�KDG�ZKLOH�SHQQLQJ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�
WKH�³0DQLIHVWR�IRU�WKH�&RORQLDO�:DU�LQ�(WKLRSLD´��TXRWHG�LQ�WKH�HSLOR-
JXH�RI�³7KH�:RUN�RI�$UW�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�LWV�0HFKDQLFDO�5HSURGXFWLRQ´��"�
,I�IXWXULVW�ZRUNV�SXW�XV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�DQ\�LGHDOV��WKHVH�GR�QRW�VHHP�UH-
PRWHO\�WR�DFFRUG�ZLWK�DQ\WKLQJ�%HDUGVOH\�RU�0F*LQQ�KDYH�GHVFULEHG��

16. �0RQURH�%HDUGVOH\��©$UW�DQG�,WV�&XOWXUDO�&RQWH[W��LQ�The Aesthetic Point of View: 
Selected Essays��(G��E\�0��:UHHQ�DQG�'��&DOOHQ�����������,WKDFD��1HZ�<RUN��&RU-
QHOO�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�������������
17.  0F*LQQ��Ethics…������
18. �+HUEHUW�0DUFXVH��The Aesthetic Dimension��7UDQV��E\�+�0DUFXVH�DQG�(��6KHURYHU�
�%RVWRQ��%HDFRQ�3UHVV���������L[�
19. �0DUFXVH��The Aesthetic…��[LL�
20.  0DUFXVH��The Aesthetic…��[L�
21.  0DUFXVH��The Aesthetic…����
22. ��6HH�:DOWHU�%HQMDPLQ��©7KH�:RUN�RI�$UW�LQ�WKH�$JH�RI�LWV�0HFKDQLFDO�5HSURGXF-
WLRQª�� LQ�Aesthetics: a Comprehensive Anthology��(G��E\�6��&DKQ�DQG�$��0HVNLQ��
�%ODFNZHOO�3XEOLVKLQJ�������������
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VXUHO\�QRW�ZLWK� WKH�ZRUGV�E\�1DERNRY�ZKHQFH�0F*LQQ�GHULYHG� WKH�
HSRQ\PRXV�³IRUPXOD´��³)RU�PH�D�ZRUN�RI�¿FWLRQ�H[LVWV�RQO\�LQVRIDU�DV�
LW�DIIRUGV�PH�ZKDW�,�VKDOO�EOXQWO\�FDOO�DHVWKHWLF�EOLVV��WKDW�LV�D�VHQVH�RI�
EHLQJ�VRPHKRZ��VRPHZKHUH��FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�VWDWHV�RI�EHLQJ�ZKH-
UH�DUW��FXULRVLW\��WHQGHUQHVV��NLQGQHVV��HFVWDV\��LV�WKH�QRUP´����:KDWH-
YHU�QRWLRQ�RI�D�OLIH�EHLQJ�D�FHUWDLQ�ZD\�PLJKW�KDYH�JLYHQ�WKH�IXWXULVWV�
D� VHQVH� RI� EHDXW\� LQ� ³VSLUDOV� RI� VPRNH� IURP�EXUQLQJ� YLOODJHV´�� LQ� D�
VWDWH�RI�SHUPDQHQW�FRQÀLFW��DJJUHVVLRQ��DQG�DFFHOHUDWLRQ��WR�H[SHULHQFH�
PRUH�EHDXW\�LQ�WKH�URDU�RI�DQ�HQJLQH�WKDQ�LQ�D�ZLQJHG�nike of classical 
DQWLTXLW\��LW�VXUHO\�KDV�OLWWOH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WHQGHUQHVV�DQG�NLQGQHVV�

$QG�ZLWK�WKLV�ZH�DUH�FXULRXVO\�OHDG�EDFN�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�SUREOHP��
WKDW�RI�DHVWKHWLF�REMHFWLYLW\��KRZ�WR�JURXQG�RXU�QRUPDWLYH�DVSLUDWLRQV�
FRQFHUQLQJ�DHVWKHWLF�MXGJHPHQW��RXU�FRQWLQXDO�VWULYLQJ�WRZDUGV�DJUHH-
PHQW��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�SDUDJUDSK�
ZH�PXVW�DVN� WKLV�RQH��ZKDW� LV�wrong�DERXW� WKRVH�ZD\V�D� OLIH�FDQ�EH�
IURP�ZKRVH�YLHZSRLQW�WKH�DHVWKHWLFV�RI�IXWXULVP�ORRNV�DQG�VRXQGV�QRW�
RQO\�D�³OLYH�RSWLRQ´��LQ�-DPHV¶�VHQVH���EXW�DOVR�DSSHDOLQJ�DQG�FRPSH-
OOLQJ"�:KDW�LV�right DERXW�D�ZD\�D�OLIH�FDQ�EH�IURP�ZKRVH�YLHZSRLQW�
RQH�LV�SXW�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�VHH�LW�DV�1DVK�VDZ�LW"�6R��TXLWH�DSSURSULDWHO\��
DV�RQH�PD\�VHH��RXU�DHVWKHWLF�FRQFHUQV�EULQJ�XV�EDFN�IXOO�FLUFOH�WR�RXU�
PRUDO�FRQFHUQV��%RWK�³IRUP�SDUW�RI�D�FRQWLQXXP�RI�QRUPDWLYH�RSLQLRQV�
ZKLFK�PXWXDOO\�VXVWDLQ�RQH�DQRWKHU´����:H�H[SHULHQFH�WKLQJV�DHVWKHWL-
FDOO\�DV�PRUDO�EHLQJV��DQG�PDNH�PRUDO�YDOXDWLRQV�DV�DHVWKHWLF�EHLQJV��
/LNH�¿VKHV�EHFRPLQJ�ELUGV�EHFRPLQJ�¿VKHV��LQ�DQ�0��&��(VFKHU�SULQW��
³HWKLFV�DQG�DHVWKHWLFV�DUH�RQH´�

As if concluding... Though not really

$IWHU�KDYLQJ�PDGH�DOO�WKHVH�REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG�³FUD]\�VXJJHVWLRQV´��
,�PXVW�DOVR�VD\� WKDW� WKHLU� IXOO�VLJQL¿FDQFH� LV�VWLOO�� IRU�PH��VRPHWKLQJ�
WKDW�LV�XQGHUJRLQJ�D�SURFHVV�RI�³EHLQJ�¿WWHG�LQWR�D�PHDQLQJIXO�SDWWHUQ´��
,�FDQQRW�SUHWHQG�WR�KDYH�D�IXOO�JUDVS�RI�WKH�LQWXLWLRQV�,�KDYH�EDVLFDOO\�
KRDUGHG�KHUH��DQG�\HW�QHLWKHU�FDQ�,�DYRLG�WKH�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�SXOO�XV�
LQ�D�IUXLWIXO�GLUHFWLRQ«�7KH�ULJKW�GLUHFWLRQ"�7RZDUGV«�:KDW"�,�GRQ¶W�
TXLWH�NQRZ�\HW��0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��,�KDYH�OLWHUDOO\�UXQ�RXW�RI�WLPH�WR�VD\�
DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH����)RU�QRZ�

23. �9ODGLPLU�1DERNRY��Lolita��(G��E\�$OIUHG�$SSHO��-U���1HZ�<RUN��9LQWDJH�%RRNV��
�����������
24.  6FUXWRQ��Art…, ����

The Unity of our Aesthetic Life                                                                                                   81



Bibliography:
Beardsley, Monroe. «Art and Its Cultural Context». In The Aesthetic Point of View: 

Selected Essays. Edited by M. Wreen and D. Callen, 352-370. Ithaca, New York: 
Cornell University Press, 1982.

Bell, Clive. «The Aesthetic Hypothesis». In Art in Theory 1900-1990. An Anthology of 
Changing Ideas. Edited by C. Harrison and P. Wood, 113-116. Oxford: Blackwell 
Publishers Ltd, 1992.

Benjamin, Walter. «The Work of Art in the Age of its Mechanical Reproduction». In 
Aesthetics: a Comprehensive Anthology. Edited by S. Cahn and A. Meskin, 327-342. 
Blackwell Publishing, 2008.

Levinson, Jerrold. «Intrinsic Value and the Notion of a Life». In Contemplating Art: Es-
says in Aesthetics, 400-410. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2006.

Marcuse, Herbert. The Aesthetic Dimension. Translated by H Marcuse and E. Sherover. 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1978.

McGinn, Colin. Ethics, Evil and Fiction. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997.
Nabokov, Vladimir. Lolita. Edited by Alfred Appel, Jr. New York: Vintage Books, 1991.
Scruton, Roger. Art and Imagination. A Study in the Philosophy of Mind. South Bend: St. 

Augustine’s Press, 1998.
Scruton, Roger. «In Search of the Aesthetic». British Journal of Aesthetics, Vol. 47, 3 

(2007): 232-250.
Scruton, Roger. The Aesthetics of Music. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997.
Sibley, Frank. «Aesthetic Concepts». Philosophical Review, Vol 68, 4 (1959): 421-450.
Tilghman, Benjamin. Re!ections on Aesthetic Judgement and Other Essays. Aldershot: Ash-

gate Publishing, 2006.
Wittgenstein, Ludwig. Zettel. Translated by G.E.M. Anscombe. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1970.
Zangwill, Nick. «The Concept of the Aesthetic». European Journal of Philosophy, Vol. 6, 1 

(1998): 78-93.
Zangwill, Nick. Music and Aesthetic Reality: Formalism and the Limits of Description. New 

York / London: Routledge, 2015.
Zemach, Eddy. Real Beauty. University Park, PA: Penn State University Press, 1997.

Movies cited:

Hannibal, written by Bryan Fuller and Thomas Harris, created by Bryan Fulle, United 
States, NBC, 2013-2015, TV-series.

Inside Llewyn Davies, directed by Joel and Ethan Coen, United States, France, Studio-
Canal, Scott Rudin Productions, Mike Zoss Productions, 2013, "lm.

Tokyo Story��GLUHFWHG�E\�<DVXMLUR�2]X��6KRFKLNX�6WXGLRV��-DSDQ�������¿OP�

                                                                                                                                       Vítor Guerreiro
                                                                                                                       

82




